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„ Er it ho tle reader)thakehb rhth bf 
ce e want in the practiſe, had 
i vntd nie, in reading bf 
experienceof former 
A ume, drawing aut before me, in the dayly 
knowledge of my conſcience, the manifold neceſſitye 
ot Chriſts diſcipline: I would not haue aduentuted, ſe- 
ing mine own wants, to put pen to the new in a mat- 
ter of ſo great waight, But knowing that by this my 
motion, thet might be occaſion to the learned& wile, 
to think vpon very good things forthe heneſite of this 
realme,&(ifneed be) to ſet forth more deepe & ſetled 
demonſtration, with fat mote exceding excellency: & 
for that l ſee the wiles of Sathan, by works of diſgrace 
to hinder the good of my country: I thoght it my duty 
to our high God, to his holy church, the Queens moſt 
excellent Ma, & my natiue cuntrie, by ſuch meanes 
as theſe troubleſometimes would giue me leaue,vnto 
my louing mother that bare me, & my tender nurſe j 
fedeth me, thoſe good & honeſt fruites wherwith God 
hath vouchſaged me for hir vſe: beſeeching al my lo- 
uing cuntrimen, charitably, ſobetly & wiſely to chink 
& with ſanctiſied affections to deale in theſe matters: 
that the hand of our God may bee with vs, to glue vs 
this honor, that at the length his cauſe may haue fauor 
and preuaile to the profit & ioy of vs & our poſtentie, 
And deſire no other good wil of thee (gentle reader) 
whoſocuer thou be, in the chriſtian accepting of this 
worke, than my very ſoule, in doing hereof, did with 
great care & godly loue ſecke the proſperous eſtate of 
thisland, &the flouriſhing of Gods church: for 
whoſe peace let vs pray night and day. 
Amen, 
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TO THEREADER, _ 


#* dence of God light iuto nu handes ) and conudered not 
yf/ © mily the . diſcipline in the begin- 
ving theicof, though briefly, vet plainely ſer down and 
| ued by thoſe teſtimonies ,that 

/ Jo plncifully pro y 
| * (attcr many aſſaulti) doth confirme the cauſe vnaniwe- 
| nby but alſo the æqu 1 neceſ- 
ſy theteot even ir reaſon and policy, aieſty , on 
ns he L- nd, the rooting out of popery and alother vngod inet, and that 
V ſuch reaſons as anſwere the fooliſh obiections of ignorant polnikes: ard 
in ſuch maner lay de open and vrged, at may ſatisfy al that bee not beſorted 
with wiltul ih nee, and ſturre the turbulent affection of none: as took 
juſt occaſi in to praiſe God for his \abors, wholoeuer was the penner of it: 
ſo did it giue n e ma ter to encreaſe my periwaho in that which long before 
I had conceaued, to wit th at the Lordemeaneth certainiyeenthertd eſta- 
buch this lame icepter of hi ſonne Chriſt leſus in a glorious mannet among 
v+, orto make England an example of his vengeance forthe reiccting of it. 
For firſt it is e ident that God hath cleared it ſo evidently , & that by fo dy- 
uer and ſundry ſorts oi handling the ſame , as no man of hat ſta · e ſoeuet 
(if he ceſire io know it,) can want wherwithto ſatisfy his expectation. For 
if thou detire to haive i diſput · d 3 ed and bitter enemy ther - 
vnta, thou haſt th: firſt and ſecond reply of T. C. againt D. VV. chou 
wouldſt heare it handled n a ſweet and pleaſant latine ſtj le, the Ecclefiaſti- 
cal diſcipline is able to content thee, if thou be vnlearned & defire the lame 
courie in thy mother tongue, beholde the Learned diſcourſe (whiche D. 
Bridges aſſay ing to confute hath confirmed) the ſermon vpon Rom. 12. & c. 
thou defireto ſec it layd open and concluded in ſcholaſtical manner , the 
de moſttation doeth that way ſatiafy thee* and laſtiy, i thou wouldſtſee it 
tre ed from the ſclandet that are againſt it, anſvete the obiections that may 
be, and are coyved todiigrace it, and vnderſtand bow it overrurneth not, 
neither (in the ſubſtance) altereth any tollerable common-wealth ; but 10 
t e ocij fav and prop ot every good policy: beſides the forenamed, and 
man ctiver 4 orthye writings, this preſent treatiſe proſeſſeth & norab'ye 
per fotmeth the ſame: ſo that there is no man, or vnleamed, teruent 
or my d. mployed or at leaſure, but God hath prepared ſome of theſe books 
(except he be as the deafe adder )euerj w: y to iuſtify thetruth ofhi: diſei- 
pions voto him: which cauſern me to gather vnto my ſelf a comfortable per = 
waſion, that theſe en. beſtowed vpon divers men, and miani- 
feſted vnto the Church in ſo divers a mannet „ and al to one end; are not in 
vaine : But for the great good and comfort of thoſe that ſhal ſtriue for this 
cauſe in this age, and for their certane direction that ſhall reap the benefite 
of it. ia the age to come. But (alas) if e diligently wey on the other fide, 
how thi: glorious and heauenly offer ofthe Lord vnto vs hath beeneand is 
reieftcd, aud ſhamfully diigraced by al eſtates and conditions. How greate 
one: caſt of the yoak & break the bands: yea, & how that many who d 
haue commended the (ame vnto the prince with Helkijah, haue imploied al 
their wit and learning to traduce it with Amaſiah . yea and ſpent al their 
time in converting, (claundering, diſſ lacing & impr) ſoning thote that haue 
bene but ſulpected to fauor this —. & laillye when the increaſe of Gods 
diſlonour that ary ſeth from hence is dulie weyed, it giueth ys tather cauie 
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HEN I badreadonerebintreatife (which by the provi- 


tz 0 TO THE READER. 
to ſeare, that God hath cleared his own light thus maniſeſtly vnto v1, rather 
to make vsthe more without excuſe,than to make vs pertakersof lo heaut- 
a condition. For we ſec how n commeth, thai our great Cleargye ma) 
al their time, in vexing of Godspeop! ſet themiſelues to di- 
ſgrace all that ſauor t bis way: the mimiſt er of God that ſhould bealwayes 
buſied in ſtudying Gods word, and teaching the it people, at conſtrained to 
ſped the moſt of their iyme, in ſecking to be quite of thoſe intollerable mo- 
leſtations wherwith they ar daily vexed: the nobles & gentlemẽ take occaſi- 
on hereby to doe what they liſt; and the people ſeing the miniſters in iuch 
disgrace, care not a button ſot their doctrine, ſo that it any ot them bee re- 
. for their ſinnet, they can be thus reuenged, complain of him to the 
iſhop that he is a miſlyker of the ſtate of L. Biſhops: and they are ſo jea · 
lous of their honor, that they admit the information of knowne Papiſtes, 
or any other notorious wicked wretcher, & wil (yea do vſually) give more 
countenance tothe verieſt varlet in the Land that commeth with — a com 
plaintʒ than to the moſt learned miniſter jo al their dioceſe, if he be thonght 
to lyke of the diſc pline, and ( which is the greater argument of Gods ven- 
geance not ter oft ) 1gnorance and contempt of Gods word, and al kinde 
of finne aboundeth in euery placr,andin aleſtates and conditions: ſo that 
as the confideration of Gods mercies toward · vs in offering vs this bleſſing, 
- giuerh vs ſome cauſe to truſt thathewil perfect his good worke begun in 
Land. ſu the regard of the encreaſe of al kindes of monſtrous tranſgreſ- 
fions dotb juſtly occaſion vs tofear: that the land hath prepared { whiche 
vvithout (peedy reformation we ſh! ſhortly feele)ſuch a ſcourge as ſhal mak 
vs more wondered at for ourpumſhment, theo wee haue bene admired for 
our peace: Yet may none of theſe things diſcourage the ſeekers of this holye 
Reformation, for if they look tobecrowaed, they mr ſt ſtryue to the end. 
And let the aduerſaries of the ſame know, that itmay be their wiekedneſſe 
ſhal b ing thus much to paſſe, as to keep it from vs for a tyme: but if they 
think either to weary the defenders, or leſſen their nomber, or ouerthrow 
the cauſe: the miſtres of fooles, their owne ience doth ſhew them that 
they deceaue themſelues. For is not the cauſe Ar cleared, and the nũ - 
ber of them that fauor and ſeeke to aduance it, ſince they haue waged war , 
againſt it vnder their laſt ightely multiplied abouethatwhich was 
to be ſene before? Yes doutler, & ſo it muſt be til: forit being a portion of 
the Goſpel, muſt needs be of the nature of the Golpel. even toſpring.wher 
it is cut down, and to ſpread where it is troden vpon : and thoughthe Joue 
of Egiptcauſe this generation never toknow wha: ſo heauenly a 
——_—— and Moles his ill managing of the matter be the cauſe chat he 
Mal oneh fee ic: yet certainly the dayes wi! come, when our poſterity ſhal 
no more be gainſaid ſor deſiring & practiſing Chriſts diſcipline, (forwhich 
we ar ſo many v ayerabuſed) — wwe ar for proſeſſing ot the doctrive, for 
which our father ſhed their blood. Let this be the concluſion ot al, thogh 
the Lord do not vouchſaſe th1s generation an honor ſo excellent. yet take 
thou heed that thou be no meanes of keeping it back: for if thou be a mini- 
fer, & giue th) hart, hand or :ountenance againſt i; if a magiſtrate. & do 
any May Ciſcoun ene nce it, f a priuat perſon, & ceaſe to pray for it ox liue a 
Aife vn worth ot it: thou ſhalt anſwere at the day of judgement, & be c6+ 
uicted as an enem e to the kingde me of Chriſt leſus, and an occaſion ti at in 
thy ume be raigned not oveti that generation: & therefore by this book & 
ſuch others intotme thy ſeſte in the true th of it: & & ben tho knoweftir, 
be in love with it & ſo labour by al the meanes of thy calling to aduaunce 
it: io ſhalt chou be comforted whether wih it, or withourit, 
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Ho ſo callec to minde the wo- 
U 2 Z full eſtate ofthis land, before the 
W, 


happye entrance of the gracious 
Y raygnc of out deate Souetaigne, 
Queene ELIZABETH, (whom 
od long continue & preſerue,) 
NN — in whatſort the forrainand vſur- 
ped power of the Romiſh Antichriſt, was injurious to 
the common-wealth, and cruell ro the true members 
of Chriſts church: and compare it with the joyfull li- 
berty and godly tranquillity of all ſortes and degrees 
of people, in the midſt of ſo many moſt apparantdan- 
gers, moſt mildlye and ſweetly begunne, and through 
lo ſtrange, ſo ſecrete, ſo mighty, ſo continual, miſche- 
uous and monſtrous platformes,conflantly & firmely 
leated and eſtabliſhed: he ſhall ſee great cauſe that we 
Engliſhmen haue, both to admire the wonderful pro- 
uidence of our mercifull God, & to magnify the high 
glory of his vaſpeakeable goodnes; not onelye for his 


rich bleſſings both heauenly and earthly,withaboun- -þ 


dance of peace: but alſo for his rare kindnes of great 
long ſuffering and miraculous deliuetance, Surelywe 
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may be truly ſaid to be the vineyard of the Lord, and Efay-5. . 
his pleaſant plante ſet in the fruitfull hill; dreſſed and 
fenled by God himſelf. And this hath hee done this 
thirtic yeare, looking we ſhould haue brought foorth 

fruit accordingly. Now would to God that it were 
not true of vs, as of lirael, that God looked for judge- 
ment & behold alcaperſore,fortrighteouſnes but be- 

hold a crying. Many good lawes for maintaining of 
a 1 dutifullciuill life, are very wiſely & pro- 
uidently prouided; I pray God it bee — to our 
charge, that they are er corruptly execu- 
ted: yea, the aboundance of ſutes, quarrels, cõplaints 
appeales, preſentments, indightments and ſupplica- 
tions do argue appatantly the cruelty, extortion, con- 
tention, decen, oppreſſiõ, murdeis, thefts, whordoms, 
and manye othet ſtrange villanies where with the vn- 
thanłfull people of this land be guilty. And how ſwea- 
ting, lying, idlenes, drunkennes, exceſſe of meat, wan- 
tonnes, exceſſe by pryde, and an vamercifuland cun- 
ning gripping of the poore. by many ſtrange reatches, 
& Machiauclian plottes, at left almoſt without check 
orcontrolement, it grieueth them who weep puer Si- 
on, and maketh good mento feare very much, ſeeing 
that for theſe things God hath puniſhed many people 
and caſte off them that were moſte neereſt and deareſt , 
vnto him, as it is written: forthe tranigreſſion of the Erech. Z. 
land there are many princes thereof. And againe, hee 
turneth the floodes into a wildernes, and the ſpringes Hoſes 4.1, 
of water into drynes, and a fruitfull lande into W nn 
nes, for the wickednes of them that dwel therin. This 9 
latter we haue felt in ſome ſort of late, whiche mighte 
male ys to ſuſpeR our own wretchednes: and the for- 
mer(whichthe Lordin mercy kepe farfrom vs,) = 
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by their traditions: buyers and ſellers & money chan- 


AN HVMBLE MOTION "8 
beene wonderfullye in the greatpacience and tender 
compaſſion of God, and yet not without many feare- 
full threatniags hitherto preuented, and (as it were) 
waiting our conuerſion, put off and prolongued: god 
give euery Engliſh man the grace to ſee it. 

But look we into the Churches among vs ( oh that 
the nakednes thereof is ſo open, ) ſhall wee not finde 
there, Demas embracing this preſent world, Diotre- 
phcs louing preheminence to caſt out the brethrt᷑ that 
do better than himſelf, the Scribes and the Phariſies, 


making the commandement of God of no authoritye 


gers in the temple? Shall wee not finde there blynde 
watch men that haue no knowledge, dumb dogs that 
cannot bark, they ly and ſleep, and delyte in ſleeping, 
cuen greedy dogs that can neuer haue enough. Ama- 
ſiah the Prieſt complaineth againſt Amos the prophet 
and the prophets which deceaue the people, byte thẽ 
with their teeth and cry peace. Shal we not finde that 
by theſe, ſome of the ſtatuts of Omri and of the maner 
of the houſe of Ahab, are kept and maintained, even 


| Reu.13-12,16 the marks of the ſecond beaſt, which commeth out ot 


Reu.3-14-15+ 
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the earth? How can theſe things become the holye 
Churches of Chriſt, and yet we doe thinke our ſelues 
riche, increaſed with goods, and to haue neede of no. 
thing: not knowing out wretchednes, miſery, pouer- 
ty, blindnes and nakednes. I praye God ĩt not 
vs, (as was threatned vnto the Angell ofthe Church 
of che Laodiceans) that becauſe we ar neither hot nor 
colde, the high · prieſt of our profeſſion Ieſus Chriſte, 
{pew vs out of his mouth. Heere we ſee the exceding 
riches of the bountiful nes, pacience, and long fuffe- 
ring of God, leading vs to repentance :-and our vn. 


thank- 


„ TO THE TT. OF THE COVNSEL. 1 
thankfulneſſe & diſobedience, giuing occaſion of the 
altering of Gods mercyc and our happines. What is 
then to be done? Salomon anſwereth very wiſely: A prov. 12.3. 
prudent man ſeeth the plague, & hydeth himſelf, but 
the fooliſh go on ſtill & ar puniſhed. And again, Eaſe ©v-» 37' 
ſlayeth the fooliſh, & the proſperity of fooles deſtroi- 
eth them, Very ſober and wiſe were thoſe prieſts, Le- 
vites, chiefe fathers, and auncient men, who having 
ſeene the firſt cemple of Salomon, wept in the daies of 
Ezra, when they ſawe the foundation ofthe Temple, i . . 
which was after the captiuity of Babilon, not withſtã - 
ding that many others ſhouted aloud for joy. And in 
the time of Nehemiah, the people in the daye of their 
joyfull ſolemnitye, weptand mourned, and with one Neben. . & 5. 
conſent joyned vnto their feaſt, wherein they coveni- © **: 
ted with Cod to amend their liues, and make ſtatuts 
for themſelues to follow his Law. So am verely per- 
ſwaded, that many graue and prudent Chriſtians haue 
their reioicing mixed with gricfe, when the want of 
things yet notattained vnto, maketh them to feele the 
leſſe comfort in that which they haue, and the feare of 
Gods anger for the abuſe of that which we poſſeſſe, & 
for the retufing of other more graces offered, doeth 
daunt their courage; while other men think all is well, 
and follow the pleaſures oftheir hattes: and this ĩs of 
all other moſte lamentable, that neither mercye nor 
throatnings, cortections nor comforts, feares nor de- 
liuerances, though the warnings of God bee neuer ſo 
apparant, can yet moue our hartes to goe one degree 
forward in the reediſiing of the decaied places of gods 
churches, but we ſay with the people inthe dayes of 
the Prophet Flagg. The tyme is not yet come, that Hagges.1,2, 
c 


the Lords houſe ſhould be built: but wee marke not 
1 B what 
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The reaſon ofthis booke AN HVMBLE MOTION 10 
what God ſaicth againe : Is ĩt time for your ſclues to 
dwell in your ſeeled houſes , & this houſclye waſte: 
Conſider your owne waies in your heartes, you haue 
ſowen much, and bringin little, &c. you looked for 
much, and lo it came to little: and when youbrought 
it home, I did blow vpon it, and why faith the Lorde 
ofhoſtes? becauſe ot my houſe that is waſt, &c, 

For this cauſe (Right H.) I haue taken in hande 
this treatiſe, that l might ſne a way for the continu- 
ance of our happy eſtate, which I take to be, by eſtabli 
ſhing the church government according to Gods a- 
pointinent, by which al the former enormities, and al 
other being taken away, the glory of God may floriſh 
the more zmong vs, the honour of hir Maieſtye more 
highly advanced, and by the favor of God our ioyes 
may be exalted, Which work as an humble motion, 
do with all duetifull ſubmiſſion preſent vato your ho- 
norable wiſdomes, deſiting no further to be eſteemed 
herein, than the deuine wiſdom of Gods word which 
cannot erte, & good teaſon (not conttary to the ſame) 
do warrant that which I ſay,and perſwade that which 
I ſpeake, 

The propoſition which I take in hande to proue ĩs 

s: It is the beſt and ſureſt policy for the maintenãce 

of peace, & the good eſtate of this land every way, to 


The Propoſitiõ chi 


reforme the diſorders of the church according to the 
holy Scriptures of God, and to haue noother church · 
government, than that which Chriſt hath ordained & 
the apoſtles practiſed. The reaſon why I frame my pro- 
poſitiõ after this order, to mał it a matterofvery good 
policye to ſet vp diſcipline in nd according to 
gods word ariſe th vpon this: that I heare in many pla- 
ces, and l. tely haue read publikelye ſet forth, as à de- 

12 t E fcace 
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fenſe of L. Bb. thatit is eſteemed (by che abuſe ofthe 
true rules of policy) to bee dangerous to the ſtare, full 
of many inconveniences, & not fit, yea vnpoſſible for 
a maine country or region as ours is. Which when l 
conſidered tobe in reaſon and truth far othetwiſe, and 
that the vnſeated wiſedome of mens frailty and igno- 
trance do greatly ſtumble at ĩt, I thought it my duty to 
God, to hit Majeſty, and my natiue country. to vnfold 
the ſecrete meditations and obſervations of my hart: 
which as I ſubmit to the conſideration of the wiſeand 
godly learned, ſol referre it wholly to the maiſtet of 
the houſe (which isa God of knowledge, by whome 18. 
enterpriſes do come to paſſe)togiue chat ſucces which 
his good pleaſure thinketh beſt, 
In the next place my humble deſire is, that this my 
propoſition and whole treatiſe, be vnderſtood, not as 
any invectine againſt the preſent ſtate, or that either l 
diſanulled the churcheſ᷑ of Englãd to be the churches ee 
of God, or that the true doctrine of the goſpell were Eagland une 
not preached, or the true ſacramentes adminiſtred, wabie churches 
which ar the infallible tokens of  rrue viſible church: 
but that certaine things of very good moment for the 
due and right adminiſtration of the church & the ho- 
ly thinges thereof (whereof God hath lefte as ſtraighe 
commandement as for the reſt)haue not yet obtained 
their due authotitye, but for lacke of that good enter- 
tainment which God lookethfor of his churches, may 
argue a change and a ſmalcontinuance of our preſent 
welfare. 
After this I pray, that my meaning may be knowne 
touching the diſorders of the church: that I tak them 
to be of two ſortes: namelygof Ceremonies which ar 
variable according to time, place, & occaſions, which 
| 2 come 


g 


Diſorders 
1.Cor. 14. 


come vnder this general rule, Let all things be done 
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honeſtly and orderly. Whereby the church is autho- 
riz ed to conſider and ordaiue in ſmal matters, not par- 
ticularly determined in the worde, touching the tyme 
& manner of doing ſuch or ſuch a thing, which thing 


is preſcribed in the worde, that there be no confuſion 
or vnſeemlines in the time and manner of doing. The 


other ſort of diſorders wheteof I eſpecially ſpeake & 


1. Cor. 3. 9. 10. 


meane to ſtande in, is a thing of greater importance: 
namely, where the church preſumeth to adde, dimi- 
niſh or take away any of thoſe things which God hath 
ordained to be obſerued, or to bring in other of their 
owne, whereof God hath =m hir no authoritye by 
his word: as in the adminiſtrations, giftes, and works 
of the church: that where 1.Cor.12, the adminiltrati- 
ons are vnder one Lord, thegiftes of one ſpirit, & the 
workes of one God: ifthe church do rake vpon hir to 
make new adminiſtrations, apointing vnto the giſtes 
and works, wherof the Lord, the ſpirit, and god haue 
made no aſſignmentto hit, that this is a great diforder: 
and ſo I vndetſtand the church govetnement or diſci- 
pline, not to be in ſmall and triſling ceremonies, (ſuch 
as are howres, places, garmentes, ſeates, tables, &c. 
which yet in their kindes are neceſſary, being ordered 
after the former rule of comelines and order:) but in 
the very ſwaye and frame of the churche, the pillars, 
foundations, building and builders thereof: as the 
king which is Chriſt, his officers, their offices & com- 
miſſion with their callings, abdications, continuance, 
giftes, workes, and prerogatiues: for the good ſqua- 
ring and lay ing together ofeach ſtone, and rearing vp 
the whole forme and beauty ot the temple of God, ac 


cording to the pattern given, not by the ſervant, but 


13 TO THEIL.OF THE C OVNSEL of rwo ſortes. - 
by the ſonne who is over the houſe, and whoſe houſe 
euety church is, and who is over all, God ble ſſed for 
ever. Amen. 111 

In the laſt place that I ſay no other governement of 

the church ought to be ſuffered but that which Chriſt 
hath ordained, &c. although by many men the ſame 
hath beene learnedly and truly deſcribed, yet becauſe 
it is the thing wherwith only in all this treatiſe I binde 
my ſelfe to medle, I will briefly fer foorth a ſmall and 
grows patterne thereof (as it were ina card lightly.) 

eauing the reader to other booksalready extant, for 
the larger diſcourſe, and ample confirmation: as by e- 
vident and cleate places of ſcripture , God ſhall make 
meabletoſhew. Firſtthis is called (Taxis) order, to Ss. J. 
which ſoundnes of faith, in Chriſt being joyned, the 
churches of god arhighly commeded, as thoſe which 
having the foundation layd, are to walk in Chiilt after 9 ha bas. 
the manner of the ſame, rooted and built in him, and 
confirmed in the faith. It is alſo forthe manner ther- 
of, compared vntoa body, where the head is joined to Rom. 13.4. 
the body, and al the members receauing nouriſnment * fans) 
from it, do grow by joints and bands into the head, & 
one into an other, where every member hath his ſeue . 
rall action. The head heere is Chriſt, the body ar the 
churches, the members are the people of all ſortes in 
the churches, bauing ſeverall callings, gifts & works. 
as it is ſaid: You are the body of Chriſt, and members . Cor. 15. 27. 

euery one for his part: and againe, Vnto euery one of Eęher A. 7. 

vs is given grace according to the meaſure of the gifte 
of Chriſt. Now as a body haviug all his members vn- 
der one head ſeated in theit proper places, and accor- 
ding to their ſeverall faculties doth bring forth in eve- 


ry mẽber the proper action for the good of the wholez 
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82 is a goodly and well ordered bodie: So the members 
ol the church by the ſcriptures are ſet in the churche, 
1. Cor. 2 28. vnder one head leſus Chriſt. Coloſ. 1; 
18. and haue ſeveral gifts as faculties given according 
to the will of the ſpitit to ædiſie withall. t. Cor. 12-7, 
11. and euerye one hati his office accordinglye in his 
place, either to propheſie or otherwiſe, which he muſt 
wait vpon: Rom. 12.56. Act. 20.28. i. Pet. 5. z. and the 
people are to obey and ſubmit themſelues: Heb.13.17 
Euerye thing being thus conſtituted, ordered and 
furniſhed , is a well and right gouerned Churche of 
Chriſt, | 
Nov in this government wee may obſerue diuers 
ſorts of perſons, and their proper workes , in whiche 
two things the whole policie is contained. For when 
euerye one docth his proper workes of his place, the 
churcheis very well guided. Nowe theſe perſons are 
the maiſter of che houſe, and the houſhold. And heere 
firſt wear very reverently and wiſely, to acknowledge 
Chriſt head. of the maiſter and chief gouernour,whois Lord & king, 
hi: Courch. and this is the only ſonne of God made man, who by 
his wiſe and powerful adminiſtration,ordereth and e- 
val. 10. . ſtabliſheth his church, and defendeth it againſt al ene- 
mies and till all bee deſtroied, and hee deliuer vp his 
1.Cor. 15. 24. kingdome to his father in the day ofglory, and ſo the 
ſeripture dete ſaying: Vnto vs a child is borne, & 
Lay. s. vnto vs a ſonne is l the government is vpon 
a ll, 


his ſhoulder, and hee ſhall call his name wonderfu 

counſeller, the mighty God, the euerlaſting father, 
the prince of peace, the increaſe of his gouernment & 
peace ſnal haue no end: he ſhalfit vpon the throne of 
Dauid, and vpon his kingdome to order it, and to e- 
ſtabliſh it with judgement and iuſtice from hence, ev 


| for 
| 


vs TO THELL. OF THE COVNSEL. by Gods words : 
for euer, & c. Which the Apoſtle interpreting, faith, zphec.1.23. 
that God hath appointed Chriſt over all things to be 
head to the church, which is his body,&c. Moreouer 
becauſe his kingdome is not of this world. Ioh. 18.36. Cris gor. 
chat is to ſay, aftet the miner of carthly princes, which 
in compariſon ofthis governement is called the ordi 
nance of man, i. Pet. 2.13. being in the earth, he toołe 
vpon him no earthly or ciuill governement, but ſub- 
mitted himſelf, teaching that Cæſar ought to haue his 
due, Mat. 22. 21. paying tribute voluntarily, Mat. 17 27 
and refuſing ſo much as to deuide betwene brethren, 
making ſuche civill matters pertaine to other iudges, 
Luk. 12. 13.14 and yeelded himſelf to die without te- 
ſiſtance, when by ciuill authority he was wrongtullie 
judged, Ioh.19. 11.13. 14. &c. Hereofit commeth, that 
the things by which he governeth, are not of the right 
of any ciuill regiment, being holye and ſpirituall, and 
his ſervants or officers are not furniſhed with civill po- 
wer or fag 2. Cor. 10.3. 4. Luk. 22. 25. & his throne 
is, here he ſitteth at the tight hand of the maieſtye in 
the higheſt places, Heb.i. 3. 

The fuſt thing he ruleth by in hisviſible church, is Sag, 
his word, which is a ſcepterofrighteouſnes,Pſal,q5.7 OR 
even the word of truth which is the goſpell. Col. 1.5. 
which becauſcit is ſpirituall, iscalledthe ſword ofthe 
ſpirit. Epheſ. 6.17. in ſharpnes to exceed any two ed- 
ged ſworde, entringevento the deuiding a ſunder of 
the ſoule and the ſpirit,and of the iointes and marrow, 
diſcerning the thoughtes and intents of the hearte, 

Heb.4.12- This is the rod ot his mouth, and of his po 

wer, where with he ſmyteth the earth, and ſlayeth the 
wicked, Eſa. 11. 4. Pial. 110. a. and in the elede who 
belccue, Tit. 1.1. it caſteth down the imaginations & 


4 euery 


4 
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Zuery good 
path in Gods 


Tbe cenſuret 
joined to the 


euery high thing ihat is exalted againſt the knowledge 
ot God, and bringeth into captiuity euety thought to 
the obedience of Chriſt, 2. Cor. 10.5, beeing the po» 
wer of God vnto ſaluation, Rom.1.16.and this is vn- 
to the church a perfite law, Pſal, ig. 7. teaching them 
judgement and equity and euery good path. Pro. a. . 
The ſecond thing be the cẽſures of the church adjoi- 
ned to the word, as vengeance ready prepared if anie 
diſobeye, 2. Cor. 10.6. with 2. Theſ. 3,14. Theſe hath 
Chriſt given to his churche, as a power to purge out 
the leven of malitiouſnes, that they may celebratthe 
Lords feaſt, and ſerue him ſincetely: Mat. 18. 17. 1. cot. 
5.4.7. 8. Theſe cenſures are of two ſorts, according to 
the party which offendeth, either to heale and reform, 
or els to cut off for euet. Men are reformed by admo- 
nition ot ſharperafflition. Admonition e in 


1 Theſ. 5.14, Gal. 6. 1. 1. Tim. 5. 20, Whereſadmoniti- 
on will not ſerue, according to the qualitye of the of- 
fenſe and diſpoſition of the perſon, there are two de. 
grees in ſecking hisreformation. Firſt ſuſpenſion, whẽè 
a man is cut off from ſome of the holy exerciſes inthe 
fellowſhip of Saints. Mat,5,2324, as namely the lords 
table, i. Cor. 11. 28. For the greater offenſes and grea- 
ter contumacy followeth excommnnication, whiche 
is a caſting of them out of the church, anddeliuering 
them to Sathan, in which ſtate they are to bee holden 
of vs as heathen and publicanes, that is ſuch as at not 
of the church, 1. Cor. 5. 3. Mat. 18 18. and all theſe v- 
pou their true repentance ar to be forgiuen and com- 
orted of the churche, 2,Cor.2,6, The other cenſure 
which cutteth off is ſpoken of in 1,Cor.16,22, Itanye 
man loue not the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, let him bee ana- 
thema. [MaranathaJviz, accurſed till the Lord come, 


Wherce 
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Wherevpon faith Iohn epiſt. 1. cap, 5. 16, There is a 
ſinne vnto death, l ſay not that thou ſhouldſt pray for 
it: and Chriſt ſaith, that he which ſpeaketh againſt the 
holy ghoſt, it hal not be forgiuen him, neither in ihis 
wotld, nor in the worlde to come. Mat. 12.32. Theſe Thbincsof 
are then far diſtant fromthe thinges whiche earthlye dome, nor iy le 
princes vſe to rule their ſubiectes with: the one med- rrhe things of 
leth with the outwarde man, afflicteth the bodye,and TT 
thinges of this life: but this toucheth, reformeth, 
and afflicteth the ſoule, the 2 , and intentes of 
the heart: and concerneth the thinges of thelyfe to 
come. z n „tee 
ln the next place are the other perſons to be conſi - 
dered which are vnder Chriſt the king: and theſe are 
® his houſhold, the ſervants and ſubiects of leſus Chriſt 
in his church: according to the dignity of the Lord, & 
amplitude of his kingdome; are parti „et and The ſubie®s & 
partly inferiours:thefirſtarſuchas eicher haue charge m of chin 
committed vnto them ouer others, as the diſpoſets of 
the ſecrets of God, 1, Cor. 4.1. or miniſters about the 
holy things of the church, 1. Tim. 3.13. and the other 
are all the members of the church, called Saints: who * 
ſubmitting themſelues to the voice ofthe goſpell, are 
ſanctiſied in Chriſt Ieſus, Rom.. 5. 6.7. 1. Cor. t. 2. 
The duty of theſe latter, is in two words, ſubmiſſion, 
and obedience. Heb. 13.17. The former are of diuers 
degrees and ſeverall functions, and therfore require a 
ger diſcouery, in ſpeaking whereofT bynd my ſelſo 
to that only which is ordinary and perpetuall. In ge- 
neral termes they ar called Biſhops & deacons. Philip. 
r. t. The generall termes of their office, bee likewiſe 
two, propheſie, and a miniſtrie, Rom. 12. 6. In deſcrip- 
tion of which diuers Ng 5. the ſeripturs 
1 ap- 
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The callingof appointeth n and workes. In their calling, 
Cluiſts officers there is this generall 


e, that no man take vpon him 
this honorable function except he be called. Heb. 4.4 
Secondly that there bee a place ot charge whereunto 
there is neede that they ſhould bee called: ſuche was 
Mathias, Act. 1. ac. the Deacons, Act. 6. v 2. the Elders 
Act. 14. 23. Biſnops in Creta, Tit, t, 53. In their callings, 
common to all be election and ordination. Election is 


a ftee choiſe with the conſent of the people, and ordi- 


Chriſt hath or- 
dained diuers 
efficers & their 
work et. 


nation is, by impoſition of handes, and prayer: to cõ- 
mend them to the worke of their calling. Act. 6. 2.5. 6. 
1. Tim. 14.13, Act. 4. 23. Vnto this election as a tore- 
runner this rule is adjoyned, let theni firſt be proued, 
then let them miniſter if they bee founde blameles: 
1.Tim.3.10, that is euery one muſt bee examined be- 
tore he be choſen. 

The workes of theſe offices are either proper ac- 
cording to the diſtinct nature and gift in their ſeuerall 
office: or els mixt, wher they joine in ſome common 


action of the church. In propheſie, this is peculiar and 


common to all Biſnops, that they attend vpon the ad- 
miniſtration of the word and prayer, Act. 6. 4. & theſe 
Biſhops are of two ſorts, Paſtors and Teachers. Epheſ. 
4. li. theit giftes diuers, to the one that is Paſtors, is gi 
ven the word of wiſdome, to the other the worde of 
knowledge, 1. Cor, 1. 3, their works alſo diſtinct, for 
the former is to tende on exhortation, and the latter 
on teaching. Rom. 12.7.8, In the miniſtrye, (that is 
ſuche offices as haue not to doe with the propheſie or 
preaching ofthe word, ) there ar governing Elders, && 
thoſe which properly are called Deacons. The firſte 
haue theit authoritye and title, 1. Cor. 12.28. Gover- 
ours, cheir gift: I. Tim. p. 1j. to rule well their A 
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Rom. 1. 8. a diligent practiſè in ruling, The deacons | 
are nominated & ſet down what manner of men they 
ſhould be, 1. Tim. 3-8, their gifts to be full of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt and wiſedome. Act 6.3. their work to looke 
to the tables, ver.. that is, to diſtribute with ſimplici- 
ty, Rom. 12. Vnto theſe are joined widdowes or ſcr- 
vants of the church, whoſe title, gifts, and properties 
are ſet down Rom, 16. 1. 1. Tim. 5. t. 2. 3.4. J. 6. &c. and 
their worke, Rom, 12. 8. to ſnewe mercie with cheer · 
fulneſſe. | 

The mixt workeisof the Paſtors, teachers and go- 
verning Elders, whoarejoinedin one worke or gifte 
of ruling well, x. Tim.5.17. haue the ſame title of El- 
ders, AR.14.23. & 20.17,andtheirworke is joined to 

look to themſelues, and the whole flock. ver. a8. and 
to watche ouer the peoples ſoules , Heb. 13. 17, the 
meeting or aſſembling in this office of governing is 
called an Elderſhip. 1. Tim. 4.14. And becauſe they 
beare heerein the power of Chriſt in the church, they 
are called by excellency of ſpeach, the church. Mat. 8 
17. their worke is to ſee all thinges done according to 
the commandement of God, and ordinance of chriſt, 

In the callings of the ſeverall offices, and in the vſe of 
the cenſures that euery man do his duty, as in electi- 

on to directe the people, and to examine the partie to 

be choſen, and to lay their hande, and praye over the 
party in his ordeining, Act. 6.2.3. 6. cap. 14. 23. 1. Tim. 

4. iq. and in the cenſures they haue the ful authority, 
Mat. 18. 1. 18. 19. except that in ſo great a matter as 
excommunication, the people haue their intereſt, in 
that a member is to bee cut off. Therefore that was 
done in a fuller aſſembly, namely of whole church 


1. Cor.ʒ. 4. and the whole church is directed by Paule 
E 2 to 
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to receaue ſuch a one againe. 2. Cor. 2. 6. 7. Laſtly, in 
& about al the former things Chriſt ordained for his 
church, they haue authority given the to appoint, and 
ſee that al things be done honeſtly & in order, 1. Cor. 
14. 40. But ifa matter fal out too hard or waighty for 
one church, or pany maner of waies ſome one church 


hath need of help: this is ſupplied by other churches, 


2. Cor. S. 13. 14. When a matter of controuerlic was at 
Antiochia, they ſent choſen men to lerulalem, and 
there by a greater meeting of the Apoſtles and Elders, 
the matter be ing decided:there were alſo choſen men 


returned with the decrees of that ſynod, Act. 15.1. 23. 


1. Cor. 14.37. 
cap. 11.1.2. 
1. Tim. 6. 14. 


&c. In theſe meetings of ſynods and Elderſhips, ſome 
one fot the time did moderate the aſſembly, not by a- 
ny ſtanding office of ſupetiority, but for order to ſee al 
thinges well and orderly done, and to gather the con- 
cluſion. Such was Peter Act.i.t 3. and lames, Act. 13 


13,22, and this is the deſcription of the church go—- 
vernment, according to the (criptures of God, left & 


commanded by God to his holy churches for ever: 8 
therefore I rake that no other canſtand with the ſafty 
of our eſtate. | 

They which oppugne this doctrine do not ſimplye 
denye, that ſuch a thing is taught and commanded in 
the word, (for itis ſo cleare that no man can but with a 
ſhame les face, and ſeared conſcience open his mouth 
to the contrary) but they partly cavill at ſome places, 
but eſpecially affirme, that it was not commaunded as 
vnchangeable, that it was of force when the civill ma · 
giſtrate was not freind, but now it is determinable ac- 
cordinꝑto the diuers eſtats and governments of coũ- 
tries: as being not ſo needfull or convenient. Whome 
deſire in the feare of God to cõſider theſe few 2 2 
05 | Fi 


41 - TO THEIL:OF THE-COVNIEI, Chriftedicig].perpetuall, 
Firſt, that l haue heere ſnewed ĩt by Gods word ( and 

other haue done it, and can doe a ꝑteat deale bettet) 

if chey bring in ſuch an exception, they muſteſhewe 

ſome reaſon out of the word forthe ſame. For can a- 

ny thing which God hath ordained in his worde, be 

altered by man, without his authoritye whiche or- Poe 30. 3. 6. 

dained it? If God haue ſet Elders to bee gouernors in 

his chuich as 1. Cor. 12,28. Who that is wiſe will dare Man cannot! 

to pul them out except he haue commiſſion from him — 2 

that ſet them there? If the queſtion were touching the our Gods licice 

officer of an earthly ptince, men would keepe ſilence 

waiting the pleaſure of their ſoveraigne: then muſte 

it neokled bee arrogancy, to deny him whome God 

harh appointed. Remember them who ſaide, wee 

will not haue this man to raigne ouer vs. Secundlye, 

conſider this order of Chriſt is not limited to be only 


Luk. 19. 24.27 


V hen the civil magiſtrate is no freind, and that the ci- 


vill 2 ſupplyeth nothing in the roome of a- 
ny thi g here ſpoken off; for theſeare ( as is ſhewed) 


for the ſpiritual and heauenly adminiſtration, & theirs 

is carnall and earthly. And howecanan earthly king 

thruſte into the houſe of God, an officer, a gifte, ora 

worke, which he knoweth not whether it will be fitte, 

or wilbe accepted as agreing with the heuenly pattern 

Theſe then being plantes which our heauenly father 

hath not planted ſhalbe rooted vp, & where the feare _ 
of God istaught by theprecepts of men, there the wiſe Mat.r5.14, | 
dome of the wiſe ſhall periſh, Eſay. 29.2. 13. 14. Thitd- 

ly we haue heard that Chriſt is head vnto the churche 

in all things, and that princes and judges ſhould learn 

to be wiſe, and kiſſe the ſonne leaſt hebe angry: if thẽ 

the churche take vpon hit to alter his ordinance, or a 

king doc keepe out that which hee commandeth, and 

Lin N 3 main- 


eughtnotto be 


ehanged, 


vPal.y8.41, 


Plal.45.10. 
James 1.19. 


Chriſte church 
oughtto obey 
- him 
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maintaineth other thinges diuers or contrary, ar they 
wile and learned? do they kiſſe the ſonne ? may they 
not feare his anger? If it appeare by the goſpell, that 
all theſe officers are members of the body of Chriſtes 
church, & are admiſtrations vnder one Lorde; if they 
haue giftes by one ſpitit, and operations by one God 


| for the ædifiing of the churche : ho louing Chriſte, 
| Cuil. oben and knowing Chrilt, wil readily diſfigure Chriſts bo- 


dye, by mangling the members, changing the giftes 
ofthe ſpirit, — the works of God. Againe, if all 
this be appointed to endure for the worke of the mi- 
niſtry, to the zdifiing of the body of Chriſt, till we all 
meete together in the vnity of the faith, and the know - 
ledge of the ſonne of God, vnto a perfect man, & vnto 
the meaſure ofthe age of the fulnes of Chriſt, Epheſ. 
4. 11.12. And this commandement of church · gover- 
nement is to be kept without ſpot, and varebukeable 


vntill the appeating of out Lord leſus chriſt.t. Tims. 


at. cap. 6. 3. 14. then, ho is he? or here is he whoſe 
arme is fleſne, that will not tremble to ſpeake againſt 


them? Laſt of al, it is againſt the duty of the church, 


(who as the pure and chaſt ſpouſe of Chrift ſhould al- 
wayes be obedient to hir head and lord) to limit the 
authority, and check the wiſedome of hit king: ought 
ſhe not rather to hearken & conſider, and incline hir 


eate (being ſwift to heare, and ſlow to ſpeake ) forget - 


ting alſo hir owne people & hir fathers houſe: ſoſhall 
the king haue pleaſure in hir beauty, for he is hir Lord, 
and (he ought to reverence him. Butcan this be reve- 
rence to his maicſty, or taling him tobe Lorde: when 
ſhe ſubmitteth hir ſelfe, to the lawes of gouernement 
which ſhe hath receaued of his greateſt enimy, evẽ An- 
tichriſte, ot can ſhe be ſaide to ſorſake hit fathers houſe 


and 
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and to hicarken : who puniſheth & afflicteth as aſtep- 
mother thoſe hir children, that meeklye putteth hir in 
minde ofthe husbande of hir youth, and the oathe 
of God: detecting and bewraying the filthineſſe of hir 
skirtes, u hen ſhe hath defiled hir ſelf with ſtrangers, & 
ſtandeth ſtifly for the cuſtomes and manners ot hir fa- 
thers houſe, even of vile fleſh and blood, 'brickle con- 
ſtitutions of blinde men? And who l pray you can 
ſay (except hee will tell a lye for his mother, and that 
againſt God his father) that ſhe doth not limit his po- 
wer and controll his prudencye, when hee giveth hir Ma. 2 l. 20. 
charge to obſetue all things whatſoever he hath com · 
manded hir, affitming moſt amiably and comfortably 
vnto hir, that by his godly wer he hath given hir al 2-P«-1-3+ 
things that pertaine vnto fea and godlines, throughe 
the knowledge of him that hath called vs vnto gloty& , 
vertue, and namely a perſite Lay; teaching judgemẽt pro. i. 3. 
aud equity, and euery good path: & yet ſhee leaning 
cd hir owne wiſdome, and preſumiug of hir owne po- 
wer, will alter, adde, diminiſh, and change as ſhe thin- 
keth beſt, Therfore the Lord moſt earneſtly complai- 
neth, and in the vehemency of his godly icaloulſycris 
eth againſt hir, and ſaith. Ye heauens bee aſtonied ae 
this, Be aftaied and vtterly confounded ſaith the lord: t® 
for my people haue committed two evils: they haue 
forſaken mee the fountaine of living waters, to digge 
them pittes, even broken pittes that can holde no wa- 
8 8 
In this laſt place, for clearing of my propoſition, & 
that my reaſons for the policye of out countrey maye 
plainly be ſeene: I am further to ſhewe in patte, what 
theſe diſorders be, ſmal or great, and howe neare wee 
come to the ordinance of Chriſt. Firſt yu 2 5 
4. ca 


\ 


---*conk; 
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head Chriſt leſus and renouncealother heads of the 
church, giuing vntothe royall perſon ofthe Queenes 
highneſſe, the due and lawfull (upremacy ouer al per- 
ſons within hir dominions, and in all cauſes towſethe 
ſworde of juſtice, forthe maintenance ot well doing, 
and puniſhing of vice: renouncing all forrainepower 
and potentate to haue any intereſt ot title of any ſuche 
ſupremacy. Secondly, we receaue the ſceptet of chriſt 
the goſpel of truth, holding and teaching the doctrine 
of faith & loue according to the ſame: the Sacraments 
alſo as ſeales of the docttine in their true nature, are 
taught & adminiſtred with pray ers, ſinging of pſalmes 
and reading of holy ſcripture: We allow alſo paſtors 
in every church, and ſome teachers: and by theſe mi- 
niſteries the wotd is taught ordinarily in many chur- 
ches, by meanes whereof thechurch of England, our 
mother hath brought forth many notable children to 
God the father, and notable members ot Ieſus Chriſt: 
Heere one ſteppeth in and ſaith: Is not this wel? you 
woulde haue bene glad in Queene Maries dayes with 
leſſe liberty, can you not bee content? Truth, this is 
well indeed, and I pray God we may bee thankfullas: 
we ought to bee thanktull,” Vet as I rake it, and they 
e, all is not well. And if a man haue the ſoun · 
dation of kis houſe laide, and many parts of the buil 
ding framed, he will not content himſelf till all be fa- 
ſtened together, and the roofe coueted. And ſhal we 
content our ſelues to ſee the houſe of God ful ofbrea- 
ches, and vncouered, becauſe ſome principall parte is 
well begonne? Let vs then ſee thoſe breaches 


Sureſy, ſurely, I would your good Hk. ſhould vn- 
deritand, that of all other, I am loatheſt to To of 
truth 


thoſe thipges: neither would I, if I thought 1 


25 TO THELL, or THE COVNSEL. , 

of this queſtion might appeate without it: therefore l 
humbly craue your favorable patience, ſubmitting all 
that I ſpeake (as before) to your Hh. wiſe conſiderati- 
ons, not willingly doing anye thing that might giue 
juſte occaſion of offence, The imperfections of our 
churches are of two ſortes, either in matter of ceremo- 


nics, ot in thinges ſubſtantiall preſecibed of God. Of 


the firſte I will ſay onelye this, that it is well knowen, 
that ſome of our ceremonies, ate part of the character 
of the beaſt, andtherefore notcomely for Chriſts vn- 
defiled ſpouſe: but if the other greater things were re- 
formed, they would fall away of themſclues, lyke vn- 
tempered morter, aftera hard froſt. The other, ar cy- 
ther inthe holy things, or holy offices, The firſt holy 
thingis the word, here ſome part of the holy ſcripture 
iscommaunded to be left vnread, the Apocripha are 
appointed to be read, and that vnder the name of ho- 
ly ſcripture, for inſttuction of manners: and homelies 


in ſteed of preaching: this I tałe to be an abuſe to the 


ſcepter of Chtiſt, which is before ſnewed to be perfect 
The other holy things are the cenſures, and namelye 
excommunication, which is made a ciuill ordinaunce 
committed to a civill judge in matters of heritage, in 
a quarrell of ten groates, for not appearing the pattye 
may be abſolved by his protour, A miniſters name is 
vſed in the forme, but he hath nothing to do to judge 
or determine, or to teceaue againe, And beſides all 
this, the pennance maye bee changed into money or 
ſome other thing. Heere the Elder. ſhip is deſpiſed, 
the congregation looſeth hir right, and earth and hea- 
ven are mingled together: no {mall disfigure vnto 
Chriſts church, it you remember howe Cod woulde 
aue it ordered and adorned. | 

D The 
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Eſay. 1.12. 
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The diſorders in the holy officesare either by min- 
ing or mangling. Mingling is ot two ſorto, firſte the 
1 Auity ol offices and officers, as Archbiſnops, L, 
Biſhops, Chancelors, Commiſſaries, Archdeacons, 
Officials. Deares, Vicedeanes, Treaſurers of Cathe- 
drall churches, Prebendes, Cannons, Peticannons, 
Singing men, Quiriſters, Vergers, Curates and Rea- 
ders, euery one oftheſe haut a certaine di aboue 
others: & be ſides that there are Deacons, haue 
no charge of the poore at all, Church-wardens, Side- 
men, and collectors for the poore. Are theſe the mai- 
dens whome wiſdome ſendeth forth to cal the ſimple 
to hir banquet? Are theſe the pillars that God hath 
ſet in his church? Cann beſaidchatChnit when hee 
aſcended vp on highe, gaue theſe? There is alſoa ſe- 
cond mingling intkeir workes, as hee thatpreacheth 
wil alſo ſit in commiſſion, he wilbe a Paſtor ouet ſome 
2. or 3. churches, & an Archdeacon ouer many chur- 


ches. One man wilbe a Paſtot to one church, a Cha- 
plain to an other, and a prebend to an other. In their 
prayers they ar bound to ſuch a fotme as for the moſt 
part is traaſlated out of the popiſh portues, hauing di- | 
ucrs vngodly mixtures of \ wa with 1acramentall | 


ſigaikcation, as the croſſe in baptiſme, impoſition of 
bandes in confirmation, and of other rites and obſer - 
vations which Gods booke never dreamed of. Con- 
ceining all theſe and other ſuch minglings, howeſhal * 
it be anſwered when the Lorde ſhall ſay, Who tequy - 
red iheſe things at your hands ? The manglings arve- 
ty litde better, For fuſt divers members ate cut off, as 
governing Elders and Deacons ; Preſbyreries of par- 
ucularchurches,and tree Synods: lu the calling of mi- 
niſters many are made without a place, ſew haue their 
a7 cle- 
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election with the conſent of the churche: the right of 
impolition ofhandes, is in a L. Biſhop, and ſuche as 
hee choſeth, manye are made miniſters of the worde 
that haue no giftes, contrary to the rule in examinati- 
on. In their workes, there wanteth reſidency in many 
ablemen: there is no practiſe ofprechingin many te- 
ſident: fowre ſermons a yeare diſchargeth a man be- 
fore our church. But what ſhould I repeat all? I feare 
and tremble, that the glorious ſpouſe of Chriſt leſus, 
ſhould thus be defiled with the filthy clouts & rotten 

patches ofthe foule & beaſtly ſtrumpet, the whore of R. 17.4 
Babel, which ſitteth on the ſeven hillsof Rome. where 

is the fulneſſe of Chriſt? Col.1,9, Where are the trea- 

ſures of wiſdome and knowledge that are hid in him: 

cap 2. 13. and howe are wee complete in him? ver. 10. 
if we ſuffer our ſelues to be led as a pray, through phi · 
loſophy, and vaine deceat aſter the traditions of men, 


and not after Chriſt, ver. 8. e 
| The queſtion being thus cleared, the reaſons that Proofer ofrhe 


xrouethe ſame, will ſhew themſelues morereadilye, Pan. 


and be ſene more y. My reaſons are either ge 
nerall or ſpeciall · Generally I firſt conſider the author 

pf church · diſcipline, on the one fide Chriſt furniſhed 

vith authority from God: on the other fide, mans 
wiſdome and Antichriſte, e eee GOD, t 
whoſe comming is by the effectuall power of Sathan: The fr proofs 
ſeing that it is already ſhewed, that God is the author ci, 
of that we want, the conſideration of his perſon may EN 
teach vs that his isbefte and ſureſt for out eſtate: for 
he is wonderfull in counſell, and excellent in works, 
Efai 28. ag. the fooliſhnes of God is wiſer then men. 
& the weakenes of God is ſtronger then men, 1. Cor. 
26. It God thã in counſel be wiſeſt, & in works moſt 
* 2 per- 


= 
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perfect & ſtable: howe ſhould not all ſtate · men thinle 
that to reform our churches after his coũſell, & to pra- 
ctile his workes were ſafeſt for the eſtate of our lande. 
Look we vpon mi, Antichriſt, & Sathi, whataretheſe 
to h almighty? & their wiſdom to his? Can they teach 
a church · governmẽt more certain fot our ſafety, than 
he ? ls not the wiſdome of this world fooliſhnes with 
God? i. Cor.z. 1g. Doth he not tałe e in their craf 
tines, & make i coũſel ofthe wicked fooliſh? Tob.s.13;- 
And concerning Antichriſt: oght we not to hearkEto 
him, who calleth vnto vs from heaven, and faith: Go 
, Reel. 1 44 out of hir my people, that ye bee not partakers in hir 
ſinnes, and thatye receaue not of hir plagues: for hir 
ſinnes are come vp vnto heaven, and God hath remẽ 
be red hit iniquities. As for Sathan, his wiles are but 
to deceaue, euen as he deceaued Euah, to the miſery 
oſ all mankiade : and as hee ſeduced Ahab to his de- 
ſtruction. Therefore I thinkit beſt, and theſureſtpoli- 

Cy, to be ruled by God. * 
Our profeon And this reaſon wilbe the more euident if we con- 
in co ſerue God ſider out ſelues: what we haue done, and nowe doe. 
Gant... We haue entted into couenant with God, by ſubmit- 
ting our ſelues to the ſcepter of his word, and taking 
vpon vs his ſacramentes as badges of our profeſſion. | 
Heere peradventure a wiſe Politian doth nor ſee, that 
it is notſafe to ſerue two maiſters: though the Lorde 
AG ſaith, You cannotſerue God & Mammon. And what 

egg concord hath Chriſt with Belill. 


The nextgenerall reaſon is from the chin itſelfe,l 
The ſecond ge- Meane the church-government which is of Gods 6- 
neralreaſon irs Mandement: firſt, if wee conſider thattheſame being 


mens Ctuiſts, and wechriſtians, hat can be bettet forvs ? 


the ſame is from heauen, heauenly, and ſpirituall: and 
2 we 


— 
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we profeſſe the Lord from heauen, what then can bee 
ſafer for vs? What do we (fuppoſe you) if wee judge 
any thing vnhit for vs, when he ſaieth: All the wordes 
7 — mouth are ighteous, there is no lewdne ſſe not *. l. . 
- frowardnes in them. If the commandement of God ö 
y Moſes the ſervãt was ſuch, that no nation was com - 
arable to Gods people, becauſe no nation had lawes 
d ordinances ſo tighte ous, as all that law which hee 
ſet before them: and if thoſe lawes ſhoulde bee their 
wildome and vnderſtanding before al people: fo that Deut. 61. 
they which ſhould heare,ſhould be foreedto confe ſſe 
only this people is wiſe and of vnderſtanding : Shall 
we think, that the Lawes of the ſonne, Londland mai- Clin dar 
ſer of the houſe, would małe vs leſſe righteous, wiſe, honorable. 
and honorable befqreal people? If Salomon for the 81e 
wiſdom which he had of God, was admited & ſought | 
to of all people, & the glory, wEalthe, and peace of his 
lingdomę, was herein eſpecially , in that hee builded 
the matetiall temple after the patterne given him of 
God? Is there not agteater than Salomon with vs, 
and ſhall not the glory of out Queene and countrye, 
be as great, if we in the building of the ſpirituall tem- 
le, vie no other platforme, but that which God doth 
end vnto vs? 1: aun n 
loine herevnto the vſe and end of Chriſts governe- 
ment: namely, why god appointed Chriſts kingdom: 
the kings of the earth, andtivill ſtates, beingignorant 
of the myſtery of Chriſts tuling, are many times trou · 
bled, when they heare thata king is borne: and when | 
they perceaue, hat the neuer fayling worde ofthe Aly * 2.1. a0 
mighty, doth ſet. down that it muſt beſo, where, and 
how, they lay pripie netts & engines to prevent him: 
but wiſe men are contrary minded: & doe 1 7 
03530 1 3 4 celr 
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| their ownecountry, to ſeeke him out: & are exceding 
glad hen they ce the tokens of his comming, reioi- 
ciag to do homage before his holy Majelty, for they 
Nat H know plainly that hee came not to diſſolue the Laye, 
as to teach ſabieckes to diſobey their naturall Princes. \ 
but to fulfill it: and tomake men of conſcience, even 
Rom.12.5- without feate of temporall ſword, to bee ſabieR; and 
| to payetribute to whome it belongeth. What god 
Diſcipline ſtate· man that is a chriſtian, can wilely, and by war- 
far. kant of good poliey once dreame, that that manner 
of governement whiche not medling or vſurping one 
whit vpon the ciuill power, but by the ſpirituall po- 
Nat. l. 5. wer from Chriſt, binding and looſing the ſoule & con- 
ſ˖cience, doth ſubdue the willof all euill doers, whiche 
are ſet againſt the wholſome lawes of God and man, 
i. Cor. g A · and by theterrour of Sathan doeth make them learne 
Ta i ao. to leaue ſuch euill wayes, that when this is done, as it 


ought to bee done, and by thoſe perſons ag orders, 
re 


which the ordainer thereof hath appointed: that it 
ſhoulde hurte the eſtate, and diminiſh thehappines of 
a Chriſtian nation? Therefore well ſaid rhe Prophet 
E(:y.42 4 Eſay of this government. Heeſhallnor make to ſmoł 
norbruiſe, till he haue ſet judgement in the earth and 
the Yles (hall wait for his Law. By which he meaneth 
that the goveramentof Chriſt is ſuch, that of it ſelſ in 
his proper 4 diſquieteth & ttoubleth no man, 
no not to the hruiſing of a reed, or quenching of ſmo 
king flaxe: but it peaceably bringeth men to good or- 
der, yea, ſaith he, the nations ſhall attend vpon him to 
be ruled by his Law. See how God hath ined 
the good of the nations by his ſonnos govermmentꝭ ca 
it be good policy totefuſe it? And w haue great ex- 
petience of this thing ſince wer ſubimitted our ſelues 
; varo 
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vnto Chriſt by receauing the goſpell ſo farxas we laue 
done. What works ofrighteouines God hath wroght 


among vs? Howe is our Queene become an helper 
the oppreſſed, andaſuccour, & a nurſe to the ban- 
mthed « Howe hangar peace vndex hir flouriſhed? 
. 7 * e lyke in this land © And what 
prai h God brought vpon this lande, and glorye 
vnto hi Royall Majeſty, by worſhipping Chriſt, and 
conſtanr defendiggt his truth? If wee forget all the 
mighty delluerances, yet this laſte yeares ouerthrowe 
of Gods enemies may teſtifie: being ſtrange to all na- 
tions, admired of all people, an aſtoniſhment to the e- 
nemy;and triumph to the godly: not by power or po- 
licy, but by the faithfull and mereifull hande ot God. 


e113 


Doeth not this (I ſaye) teſtifie: Bleſſed is that people pal. 44.15. 


that hath the Lord for their God. But if wee haue ſo 
great profite and pleeaſure bya part of Chu iſts gover- 
nement: what would it be, if we receaued all? would 
he not ſa d of vs, as he did ſometimes of Sion. This is 


my reſtfot euer, heere will I dwell, for l haue a delyte 34. 


therein; 4 will ſurely bleſſe hit victuals, and ſatiſfie hir 
poore with bread: and I wil clothe hir prieſts with ſal- 
vation, and hir ſaints ſhall ſhowt for joy. There will I 
make the horne of Dauid to budde, where I haue or- 
dainedalightfor mine anointed: his enemies will [ 
clothe with ſhame, but on him his crown ſhal floriſn. 
Looke vpon lehu king of Iſrael, he was zealous a little, 
deſtroing the houſe of wicked Ahab, and the abho- 


2 King. 10.30, 


mination of Baal, & god bleſſed his ſeede to ſit on the 


chron of Iſracl, vnto the fourth generation: w hat wold 
he haue done if hee had bene zealous in all the will of 
god: but becauſe het left not the ſinne of leroboam, 
god loathed Iſraell, and (mote them in all their coaſts 


by 
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by the ſworde of Haſael , Looke on Aſa allo king of 
c Juda, when hee ſought the Lord our God, the lande 
N had quietnes ten yeares, and after hee had a wonder · 
full victory and much ſpoiles of an huge hoſte, of 
hundreth thouſand and tht 
when he made flcſh his arme, 
moniſhing him into priſon, and o 
the people, hee had an extreame 


x. Chro. 17. cap 
11.1. 


Cap. 19.2, 


12 broken that they were not able to go to Tarſhiſh. And 
generally from Ioſhua, and thenceforth in A the ſto- 
ry of the Byble, you ſhall hardlye ot not at all finde, 
that eycr God bleſſed the people long with peace and 
proſperitye, hen they declined from his Lawes, or 
that he ſpared good kings, when they followed theit 
owne mindes, and left the will of the Lords word vn- 

erformed. So if we wouldeconſider what hath fol 
owed the diſorderly and raſh vtging of ſubſcription, 
la thing vn det pretence of vnity, to cut the throate of 
Gods ordinance in diſcipline ) when the mouthes of 
Gods faithfull ſervants were ſtopped, and very man 
of hir Majeſties moſte faithfull ſubiectes fearing God, 
B and moleſted, it may be it were good policie 
or vs to beſturre our ſelues to ſet vp reformation : for 


we know that one feare or plague hath euer ſince fol- 
| lowed 
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lowedan other: firſte in that very yeare, howemanye 

wayes was hir Majeſties ſacred perſon indangered by 

the diueliſhe and traiterous Papiſtes, then followed a 
deare yeare ofcorne, and aſter manye were puniſhed 

with penury: beſides this, we haue ſent forth ſouldiers 

kept watch & ward. & laſtly forced to forſak al to wait 

vpon the enimye, whome God brought even in our 

ſight before our dores, and at this houre wee are ſtill 

buſie in labour and ſtudy, to keepe the ſworde out of 

the land. It vnto luda and Iſraell ſuch thinges as theſe 

were warnings, threatnings, and cortections: let vs 

take heed, that we go not to far in flattering our ſelues 

moleſting Gods ſervants, refuſing Chriſts ordinance, 

till Ebe too late, and there be no remedy. O Lord ſor 

chriſts ſake, bow thou our harts, that we may not leane 

too much, vnto the vncertaine ſtaffe of earthly policy, 

but looke vnto thee that ſmiteſt vs. | 

Another generall reaſon is this, that now it is eaſie und genen 

to eſtabliſhe it,. and harde to keepe it back: yea ſaith a 

milde and reverent man: I would gladly know, whe- P. Some in his 
ther it bee poſſible ot ſafe, to plante diſcipline in this Jas tens 

land, before that Gods holy truth bee ſoundlye both quel. &c. pa. 36 

taught and receaued:and that there be fit church · men 

bs people to execute the diſcipline. I am ſory that by 

publik authority ſuch a boke ſhould be allowed, that 

hath no better reaſon againſt diſcipline, then that 

which ſtandeth with the accuſation of the whole ſtate 

and diſpraiſe of the. whole land. For what can be grea · 

ter ſname to our ſtate which profeſſe the true & ſound 

doctrine of the goſpell, then that the ſame ſhould not 

be ſoundly taught: and what greater diſpraiſe, then af- 

ter 30. yeares teaching, there ſhould want fit Church - 

men and people, Paule was but one, and yet in 7 Rom. 15. 18. 14 

. | ew 
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fe yeares he cauſed the goſpell to abound from Teru- 
The Apoſtles ſalem, and rounde about vnto Illiticum: So thathee 
in a hor time dutſte not ſpeake of any thing, which Chriſt had not 
luanp churches wroughte by him, to make the gentiles obedient in 
e word and deede: & we haue diuers L. Biſhops throgh 
* alltheſhicres in England, diſperſed in ſeveral charges, 
and haue not all they done as much in one counuye, 
as hee did in many? Hee had the ciuill power againſt 
him, theſe haue it for them: he was many times trou- 
bled, impriſoned , theſe haue nothing to feare that 
might amongeſt mendiſcouragethem: he was poore 
and laboured for his liuing divers times, theſe haue 
great liuings: he had no humiane help, but the ſimple 
&è ſincete teaching of the truth; theſe haue very large 
authority: and haue they not yet prevailed ſo farre, as 
that Gods holy truth, is ſoundly taught and received, 
but that the lacke hereof muſt hinder the g60d couiſe 
of diſcipline? In a very ſmall time did Paul and Bar- 
nabas preach,and teach, many in Derba, Liſtra, Ico- 
AA. .;. &. 4. nium, and Antiochia: and ordained them Elders in e- 
"0 ng uery church. At Epheſus Paule continued three yeare 
1a 1 in & hch ſpace he taught ihem al the counſell of god, 
23.31. and lefi them Elders to loołe to themſelues and to all 
the flock. It may be ſome man will object, that Paules 
calling being extraordinary , and his bleſſing extraor- 
dinaty, to blame our Bb, may not be fit. Iaunſwere, 
it they will take vpon them an office and charge ofma- 
ry congregations as Paule, & claime authority in or- 
cering ot churches and church men, as Paule: why 
ſhould it not bee looked for, thatthey ſnoulde doe as 
much good in their place, as he did in bis, having ma- 
ny more helpes, then he. But this commeth to paſſe, 
by no other caſon, but by the want of Gods church- 
N goucr- 
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governement. For when they take a calling whereof 
haue no warrant as Paule had, how can they bee 

bleſſed as Paule: when they meddle with civill cauics 
which Paule did not: how can they, or do they attend 
vnto preching in themſelues, & promote it in others, 
as Paule did: when they by articles and deuiſed plots 
make daylie trappes to entangle good preachers, and 
thruſt many out becauſe they teach all the counſell of 
God, as Paule did: and maintain, & beare with ſome 
which preach againſt the counſell of God: and more, 
which preach neuer a whit of gods counſell, whiche 
Paule did not: when they haue in their mouthes the 
waye of preferment, and in them labours the care of 
honour, and giue diſpenſations to Non · reſidenſy, tol- 
lerations to naked Readers. which all were farre from 
Paule: ho can wee look for the fruit of their loyte- 
rings, which came of hislabours: orthar ſuch as ſtriue 
againſt the goſpel,ſhould do good, as he which ſtroue 
for it, Lerall men conſider by this, whatitis ro bee 
L. B. (jure humano)by mans lawe, and to bee a poore 
miniſter and true ſervant of Chriſt, (jute diuino) by 
gods Law, But it ſhould ſeeme by this queſtion, that 
if the holy truth of God wer ſoundly taught, &c. then 
it were poſſible and ſafe to plãt diſcipline in this land, 
and ſurely l thinke ſo too. But herein I differ, that I 
am perſwaded that gods truth is ſolidly taught in this Ggogcervth is 
land. (which he ſeemeth ſecretlye to denye, ot elſe his onανιεε 
ueſtion were no queſtion) and ſo I thinłke all men 
d ſpeake aduiſedly, and all the churches of god will 
witnes with me: ſo that I think in a matter ſo cleare, 1 
neede not to vie many vnneceſſary reaſons: therefore 
it tolloweth by his own judgement, that ĩt is poſſible 
and ſafe to plant diſcipline in England, where the 4 
ach 1 tru 
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truth of god is ſoundly taught. As touching fit church 
men and people god be thanked ſor it)there be more 
knowen then be accounted of, and more. vaknowen - 
than we are worthy of, and more woulde haue beene 
if the reſiſting of diſcipline, and maintening of popiſh 
diſorders, had notdiſcouraged ſome , and 3 
very many. But I would faine be taught either by the 
ſcripture of God, or by ſound reaſon; howe in manye 
places of this Land the holy truth of God, can bee (as 
it ought) ſoundly taught and receaued, and ſit church 
men and people: till the rule and law of Chriſt be ob- 


— 
- 


Curiſts order 


2nd diſcis ine, ſetued. For ſee you not, that the orders nowe ł 
maketh ie them out, which would like kynde ſhep- heards feede 
people. the flocke, and that it feedeth and foſtereth the Idle & 
roud Prelacy, who lye lurking in their warme neſts, 
re manye eaſie impedimentes, and ſweete ſilver 


coardes to pull them back from their duty, they are ſo 


inveſted into offices ciuill, and ſo preferred to the ho- 
nour of the high commiſſion, that their leaſure is ſmal, 
ſome dwelling in Cathedrall churches, are ſo peſited 
with conſultations about leaſes, & changing of church 
lands, with feaſting and flattering one an other, with 
rhewmes and ſtitches, and the farnes of the places, or 
vnholſomnes uf the aire, where their charge is: that 
they commend that buſines to their curate. Some ha- 
ving bene put to learne their Catechiſme, & to male 
exerciſes now thittie years, are as ſitt church · men for 
knowledge and vtterance, as a childe of eight yeres of 
age. No matvell then, thoughe the people in all pla- 
ces be not ſo fit as they ſhould be: when by the order 
of our diſorderlychurch government, ſuch wicked & 
blinde guides may bee ſuffered and defended. But if 
according to the law of Chtiſts church · governement 
nn | | 4/ a there 
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there were diligent ſeatche made in all places of the 
lande, for wiſe, learned and ſtayed men of all degrees 
to bee called to the office of Paſtors and teachers: and 
that by the wiſe circumſpection of theſe, diſcreetand 
ſober men, with the conſent of ſeveral churches were 
adjoined as helpers: think you that there woulde bee 
many places voide of able and godlye teachers. And 
if there ſhould ſome be, could it long ſo contine w, ſo- 
ing that the power and ſpirituall authoritye of theſe, 
would ſoone breed ſuch a light, and bring forth ſuch 
a harveſt, as the beauty and glory of ſuch churches as 
were eſtabliſhed and furniſned, would ſoone draw on 
e other, and cauſe them likewiſe to bee prouided. 
Now men thruſt in themſelues, then they ſhould be 
called by other. Nowe men ſecke (likejourney men) 
a curatſhip, and (like farmers afore hande) get an ad- 
owſen before the incumbents leaſe(1 ſhould ſay life) 
be out: then ſhould ſuch as be good men and of fitte 
giftes be ſought for, not only in the vniverſity, but in 
he countrie, court cittie, and gentlemen and noble- 
mens houſes, wherſocuer any might be found worthy 
ofſo high a calling, Now many are violently thruſte 
out, becauſe they do their duty: then ſhoulde manye 
be ſet in, who would tremble of themſelues, to enter 
into that calling, for feare they ſhould not diſcharge ĩt 
Now many change their ſtudies from diuinity, many 
after ſtudy go to other trades, many parentes are di- 
couraged from beſtowing coſte on their children, be- 
cauſe they ſee how little they be eſteemed, if they will 
not yeelde to the corruption of our diſorders. Then 
many would change theit ſtudies from law, phiſicke, 
muſick, ſchooling, &c, and many woulde leaue their 
trades, and parents would think their coſt well _ 
3 Wed, 
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ſtowed , & be diuers wayes comforted, to prefer theit 
children to the ſtudy of divinity. Againe, many who 
now are dumb, if they ſaw Chriſt comming buta fait 
of with the ſcourge of diſcipline, would ſoone finde 
their tongues, and the vniting of ſmal pariſhes would 
make vs need fewer than be: and the ſending of bith, 
and non-reſidentes (ſuche I meane as are meete) to a 
charge, woulde ſupplye ſome that want: and ſome of 
their cutates, (being as learned, as they) woulde ſerue 
to fill a gappe: and diuets other things would Godol. 
fer, if we would go about it. Ifche Apoſtles in a thon 
time found ſitt men to place fot Paſtors, Teachers, El- 
ders, and Deacons in euery church: ho much more 
would it appeate eaſy among us, if ſo be now after zo, 
yeares of peace, and increaſe ofall kiade of learning, 
there were liberty for Chriſt; orders, and authotity to 
further the ſame, The worthy example of lehoſaphat, 
in this place, might both teach this thing, and incou- 
rage our ſtate men. For he firſt ſent teaching Levites 
throughout all his kingdome to teach the people: and 
after went through all townes, cauſing them to turne 
to the Lord. And ſo by little and little in a ſhort time 
reſtored the church to a wonderfull beautye and per- 
fection. 

But it may be the godly reader hearłeneth and lon- 
geth to know, how can proue it eaſy at this time to re 
forme the diſorders in our church, and to plant chriſts 
diſcipliae: hee thinketh peraduenture, that hee ſeeth 
many things of contrary perſwaſion. Hce that had li- 
ued in the day ofthe death of Chriſt, ſeing howe deſ 
pitefully he was han dled. would not eaſily haue bele- 
ue that which Chriſt ſpeaketh lohn 12.32 1,if l were 
liftvp ſrom the carth,wildray al men after me. Butif 

he 
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he liuing in the dayes of Cõſtantine the great, the fiſt ; 
Chriſtian emperour ot Rome, hee had reade ouer the l 
horrible battels of all Potentates by fire and ſworde, ; 
for the ſpace of three hundreth yeare againſt Chriſte, 

he might eaſily ſtand aſtonicd to thinke, that through 

ſo many yeares of vnmeaſurable affliction, ſuch hotri- 

ble tormentes, and infinite butcheries, that the king - 

dome of Chriſt ſtood faſt and increaſed, according as 

it is written: Be thou ruler amidſt thine enemies. How pgal. 1 31.14. 

much more may weethinke it caſte to ſet vp Chriſles 


diſcipline in the church, now vnder ſo Chriſtian ang 
milde a Queene, ſo highlye honored of God, ſo ten Xo peod thing 
derly beloued of hir ſubiects, after ſo many yeares of graciouQuene, 
peace and preaching the Goſpell, vpon ſo good occa- 

ion as theſe wonderfull warnings and merciful deli- 

crances, when thouſandes ſighe for it, and ten thou- 

ands haue ſought it: and approved and worthy men 

df all ſheircs haue conſented vnto it, and in ſome ſorte 

raved it, and all men almoſt confeſſe that wee ought 
to haue it (onely they ſay they cannot tell how it may 
be accompliſhed, )and no man is able ſoundly to con · 
fute it, In the dayes of King Henry the eight, a prince 
of noble memory, by the meanes of one man the true 
right of the King being revealed: how ſoone, & how 

alily was the Popes ſupremacy caſt out of Englande, 
ina time of great danger, when the Realme had very 
little acquaintance with the goſpell, and the Pope did 
rule in mens hearts as God. And without the realm 

for the moſt part) the whole world on the contrarye: 
yet did that worthy King prevaile and keepe his right. 

King Edward the ſixte, that rare young prince, being 
tender for yeares, how did he ſet vp the Goſpell in the 
midſt of darkneſſe? What fitt church men and people 

Was 
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was there, ithe had taiied till they had come of them. 
ſelues, howe long mighte hee haue ſtayed. Or ifrhe 
Quenes Majeſty had caſt al perilsthatin reaſon might 
haue fallen out in reſtoring the churches at hir joifull 
entraunce into the ſeate of hir rightfull throne : ſhee 
might haue ſaid it was impoſſible, and not ſafe to alter 
the ſtate of religion. How much more woulde it bee 
eaſy now to oucrcomeand turne out the remnants, & 
taile of the Pope, when there was no hurt to this land 
nor great matter in the doing of the thing, to ſubdue& 
banniſh his head. | 12 

6 The eaſines of this, may farther appeare if we con- 
Mlainainert of ſidet, firſt how the maintainers of mens traditions a. 
deſpiſed. gainſt Chriſts church · gouernment by the juſte judge- 

ment of God, (as he telleth them in the Prophet) are 
Malach.2.4. made to be deſpiſed & vile before al people: becauſe 
they kept not his wayes, but haue beenepartiall inthe 
Lawe, So that a poote ſimple miniſter that handleth 
the worde of God aright, though all his liuing perad- 
venture be not worth fourty markes the yeare, is hard 
with more reverence, & reſorted vnto with more di- 
ligence,than one of thoſe that imagineth that the dig · 
nity of miniſters conſiſteth in out ward things, though 
he haue the great bell tung, and men to helpe him to 
Men ty ot forth pulpit, Againe, ho is ignorant howe men crye 
lack of teching. out for able miniſters in euery place: what ſutes and 
ſupplications in time of Parliament, what meanes 
hath bene made to counſellours: 
ln the next place conſider, that the ſame which the 
L. Bb. and the Cathedrall churches doe poſſeſſe, if it 
Thereis living be take in time, before it be too much ſcambled, how - 
for able munt- well woulde it ſerue to redeemeimpropriations , and 
alben in ume. àugment the ſmallerliuings , and with the ouerplus 
2 to 
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ſerve to other good vſes, for hit Majeſt. wares, & in- 
creaſe of learning: how eaſily might two or three , or 
more {mall congregations bee vnited into one, when 
there is law already to do the ſame. 
Againe, ſome of themſelues will ſay in ſomeplaces, 
that if it pleaſed hit Majeſty they would bee willing, 
but we muſt not go before a law. But I cannot beper- 
ſwaded, but they ſlander hir godly & chriſtian minde: 
fot if they would deale faithfully with hir, & by them- 
ſelues, & by ſuffering others, make this holy trueth of 
Chtiſts Eccleſiaſtical government, plainly knowen to * 
hir royall and princely vnderſtanding: it is impoſſible by the 8b. 
that ſo zealous and godly a prince, hauing ſo manye 
yeares in ſo many perils of hir life, againſte ſo manye 
mighty men abroad, and falſe harts at home, ſo wile- 
ly & conſtantly maintained the goſpell of leſus chriſt, 
and comfortably receaued ſo many bleſſings, deliue- 
rances, and aduancements of honor, ſo that hir name 
is ou and terrible to al lands, would be ſo negligent 
of hirduty, ſo vnthankfull to God, ſo fearefull of any 
danger, or any way ſo backward: that in hir onely, fo 
holy, ſo worthy, ſo hye and neceſſarye a thing, moſte 
rofitable to hit ſubjects, moſt certaine forhir atery' 
ould be withſtood & reliſted, Do not they preach? 
do they not perſwad? do not they ſue for comiſſions? 
Do not they ſuſpend, impriſon, and keep backal they 
can from the courte and Paules croſſe, whiche might 
detect their vnfaithfulneſſe to Godyand abuſing of hir 
Maieſty. | 
Furthermore, if we weigh how the Papiſtes couta - 
ges are wel alayed, their nets broken, and many fallen 
into their own pits, and their long wouẽ ſpiders web, 
their filthy plots, by Gods mgciful providence mow 
F voide 
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voide, & that the zeale of many hath bene lately ſtur- 
red vp, and made more deſirous to ſerue God, & fol · 
low his law: were it not eaſie now to plant diſcipline: 
and would not all men thinke, that the mercifulnes of 
God calleth vnto it ? and would not his mercies bow 
thouſids to like of it? how redily did the people leaue 
their work without all conſtraint, and with very ſmall 
and ſlight warning in many places, when they knewe 
that hit highneſſe was deſirous that God ſhoulde bee 
ſolemnly praiſed ot hir people, howe did this pearce 
the peoples harts towards hit? how much more wold 
the Lord frame the peoples harts towardes hir, if this 
noble worke were enterpriſed, and the fruitethercof 

would be a thouſand fold doubled. 

Th. pore in 2. Laſlly, conſider that ſince the time of Luther, the 
conturpriov. Lord hath breathed vpon the Pope, andfiroken hun 
in a mervelous conſumption: and that is a ſure worde 
a That 2.4. of propheſy, that by preaching he ſhal be conſumed, 
and the ptople of God haue commiſſion to rewarde 
Revel 18. 16. him, and giue him double AY to his workes: 
think you it wilbea hard thing to caſt out of England, 
ſome ieliques and ſcattered temnantes of the taile of 
the heaſte, when wee haue experience thattheſe pro- 
phe ſies are true, in the great and moſt ſubſtantial fr6- 
tiers of his power. Let vs not feare then, as an harde 
thing, when God and man, heaven and earth, tyme & 
place do fauor the worke, and warrant good ſucceſſe. 
Out ofthis followeth the ſecond part of my reaſon, 
. Theſ a. . for if the Pope muſt conſume, and that by the breathe 
of Chriſts mouth, then ſutely Chriſts meaning is, that 
his owne kingdome ſhall preuaile. This is the ſtone 
that was cut without handes, that breaketh the image 
in pieces, & maleth the great monatcłes of the 3 

1 lyke 
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lyle the chaffe of the ſommer flowres, caried by the Ch. king- 
wiade, here the place cannot be found, and it ſelfe d,, 
groweth into a great mountaine to fil the whole earth, 

This is Michacilthe great prince that ſtandeth vp for 

his people, and caſteth out the great dragon. This is P, 

the King ot Kings, and Lorde of Lords, Now ſeing cg. 49. 16. 

we craue no other governcment but his, and his can- 

not bee withſtood: let all ſtate · men judge, whether it 

bee not harde, and contrary to ſafety, to ſtand againſt 

him. And if we kne what the Prophet meaneth, hẽ 

he ſaieth: that Kings ſnalbe the nurſing fathers of the BUN. 23+ 

church, and Queens hir nources, that they ſhal wor- 

ſhip with their faces towardes the earth, and licke vp |, 

the duſt of hir feet, & that Chriſt ſhalbe judge among 

the heathen. Hee ſhall fill all with deade bodies, and 

ſmite the head ouer great countries. We * ſoone 

perceaue that it wil be hard kicking againſt the prick, 

and as the Apoſtle ſaid to the Corinthians, for ming- 

ling themſelues with the table of the Lord, and table 

of Deuils. So it may be conſidered of vs for mingling 

the holy things of Ciriſt, with the prophane thinges 

of Antichriſt, Do we provoke the Lord to anger, are 10 . 

we ſtronget than he? N 
When D. W. was made Archb. and ſet forth his vn- $abG&-iption 


aduiſed device ofſubſcription, it ſeemed as a ſtrong dd ura 


the church and 


pot of braſſe that would ſoone haue broken in pieces c.mme-wealth 
all the power of poore miniſters, and made diſcipline 
in vtter contempt. But marke what followed by diſtur 
bing Gods ſervants and many churches, the cauſe of 
diſcipline is better knownand more favored, & their 
Hh, and Lordly preſumptions, by a contemptible & 
very baſe and oy meanes,not once dreamed of by 
$ 


athouſande of gods ſaints , even when their creaſes 
* 2 were 


: o — 2 2 
* * og N . 
* 5 x: 
* — 
o 3. 


To keepe out diſcipline AN HVMBLE MOTION 44 


1. Sem. 2. 30. 


1. Sam. 17.40. 


Booke of mart. 
pag. 1439. & 
1431. 


were ſet vp, and they began to ſay, all is ours, was ſo 
daſhed, daunted and taken down, that the mote they 
ſtirre for theit owne glory, againſt the glory of God, 
the more ſhall they fall before the preſence of his 57 
wer and the glory of his truth. And in them is fulfilled 
that which the Lorde ſpake againſt Ely, who ſuffcred 
his ſonnes to prophane the holy things of God. The 
that honour mee I will honour, and they that deſpiſe 
me, ſnalbe deſpiſed, Alas, what atmour had Dauid a- 
gainſt Goliah the great, armed with ſpeare, ſhield, and 
{worde, and brigandine, that he made the whole hoſt 
to feate: had he any more but his ſhepe · heardes ſling 
with a ſtone, who fighting in a good cauſe, and in the 
name of the Lord, ſubdued the Philiſtim, and ſmote 
off his head with his on ſword. How did the prin- 
ces of Succoth, and the men of Penuel diſpiſe Gideon 
with his ſmall power, refuſing to giue them breade, 
when he purſued Zeba and Zalumna kings of Midian, 
yet wee know, that hee had the victory, and they the 
ſmart of ſuch contempt. 

Let them conſider I praye you, that by that verye 
meanes which the children of lacob thoughte to bee 
rid of loſeph, did God bring to paſſe, that which they 
feared: and a time came wherin they remembred that 
they had no compaſſion on the teares oftheir brother 
It may be remembred,what hard dealing was againſt 
the reverend and godly man, B. Hooper, and ho we 
God made them to ſee their faultes, and to be recon- 
ciled that did it. It may be conſidered that Annodo. 


1538. there was an injunction by the noble king Hen- 


ry the eight, that the byble ſhould beſet in churches 
to bee reade of all men: and anno 1540. the 6. articles 


followed. Theſe two, lyke vnto the arke of God, and 


Dagon 


— 


Dagon in the verye temple of Dagon, had their con · 
flict, but where was the victory: we this day ſee. So 
can it not be poſſible to keepe out diſcipline, ſeeing 
we haue the ſcepter of Chriſt, not only read, but ptea- 
ched among vs ? For in the dayes of King Henry, Da- 
gon fell down vpon his face on the ground before the 
arke, and his head and hands were cut off in King Ed. 
wards time: he was ſet vp in a patching manner in the 
dayes of Quee ne Mary: he hath receaued the ſecond 
wound by Queene Elizabeth. And Ipray God, that 
by the emrodes ſent from God, thoſe which maintain 
the ſtomp thatremaineth, be not forced with homage 
and honour to Chriſt, to give the Arke of God his 
tree paſſage, I would wiſh rather, & I defire God moſt 
hartily, (that now they are in a rage, & furniſhed with 
commiſſion for their priuat reuenge, ) the Lord would 
ſtryk them as he did Paule, when he went with letters 
to Damaſcus, and małe them to ſee their folly, that by 
their happy converſion there may bee reſt to the chur- 
ches of England: and that they may bee #dified and 
walke in the feare of the Lorde, and be multiplied b 

the comfort ofthe holy Ghoſt . O if it woulde pleaſe 
God to giue them grace like good Elders to fal down 


45 - TO THEIL, OF THE COVNSEL no eaſie matter. 


before him that ſiiteth on the throne, and worſhip him Reuel. 4. 10. 


that liueth for euer, to caſt away their popiſn crow ne, 
and curſed juriſdiction before his throne, and ſuffer 


not themſelues to bee called Rabbi, or lords of Gods Mar.23.8. 


heritage, but let Chriſt bee the onely Teacher, chiefe 
ſnepe · heard, and Archbiſhop, and live with their bre- 
thren, as examples to the flock. Let them conſider the 
good example of the faithfull and humble ſervant of 
Chtiſt, Iohn the Baptiſt, who gaue Chriſt the honor, 
(though his owne diſciples tepined) to bee the bride · 


3 grome 


11Pert.$. 3.4. 
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10h. 3. 29. prome, and he asafriend ſtood by, reioicing to heare 
voice, and confeſſing this to bee his joy, and to fill 
him with joye, ſaying: Hee mult increale, but I muſto 

decreaſe. | 

Seing then that God is the author ofthis Eccleſiaſti. 
The end oſche call diſcipline which we ſecke, and that hee is the wi- 
praccal realont ſeſt, and his worłes moſte permanent, and that mans 
vaine wiſedome, Antichtiſi which conſumeth before 
him, and Satnan the deceauet, bee the inventers and 
maintainers of diſorders and vſurped aurhority in the 
churche: and that we haue covenanted with Godin 
Chriſt, profeſſe his word, renounce Antichtiſte, and 
God accepteth not luke-warme goſpellers, and to be 
worſhipped by peece»meale, ſeing the thing it ſelfe is 
pure, perfect, and full of all goodneſſe, for the peace, 
wealth and honour ot Gods people, and that it is or- 
dained for the joy and happines of all nations. Seing 
chat it is eaſy to be done among vs, hauing the goſpel 
ſoundly taught, and teceaued now chirtie yeares, and 
the head of Antichriſt broken in peeces, in more dan- 
gerous times, and the ſincerity ot docttine is and hath 
dene among vs ſet vp, maintained, and zealouſly and 
conſtantly defended by a moſte chriſtian Princeſſe, & 
that the enemies are in detiſion, the Papiſtes cooled, 
the people inflamed with zeale, and the occaſion of 
Gods merey calleth vs thereunto; and the very tyme 
of Antichriſtes conſumption, and that there is living 
ſufficient, and men, and meanes toaccompliſhit. and 
laſtly, ſecingitis harde, dangerous, and impoſſible to 
ſtand againſt it: I moſte humble beſeech, and moue 
your Hh. to conſider, whether it be not the beſte and 
ſureſt policy for this realm, that it may continue quiet 
and happy, to reforme al diſordets in the a 
c 
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the ſcriptures of God, and to ſuſſer no other church- We 
gouernment, but that which Chriſt ordained, and the 4 
Apoſtles practiſed. | Ti 32, | 

The 2 reaſons are nowe to follow, which are Morefrecialt © | 
ſuch as ſpecially concerne, either the common- wealth einer tek" 
or the church, for theſe are two twinnes which are v- the church or 
nited together, and remaine diſtinct in euerye nation -en 
fearing God, for the double benefite of the inhabitãts 
thereof, wherby God hath that which is his, and Cz-,,...... 
far that which is his: and ſome are put a parte in the 
church, for the matters of God, and ſome in the com- 
mon wealthe haue civill offices for the affaires ofthe 2. cho. 15. 11 
King, When theſe two are rightly ordered, and be- 
ing (7 tow together, and remaining diſtincte, doe in 
their ſeverall natures and proper places worke toge · 
ther, they make a happy ſtate and people. Whichtwo 
things, if it may appeate that the eſtabliſning of diſci- 
pline after Gods worde, will bring to paſſe: I hope it 
wilbe graunted that the true rules of policy will chal. 
lenge Chriſts church government for this Land, and 
banniſh the vſurped and Antichriſtian hierarchy. 

In the common · wealthe, there are the perſons and 
timestobe conſidered: the perſons, for the wiſe and 
vpright executing of Lawes, and the times of peace & 
warte, or any other calamity, which requyre a diuers 
Linde of trauaile and providence. Concerning the 47 — 
temporall and common Lawes and ſtatutes of this te- jaa of Kg 
alme, ſo far as I can ſee, there can be ſew nations pre- and worthy | 
ferred before vs, and forthe wiſe fore. caſt of thinges Joa 
in the ſway of the common-wealth,both for the main 
tenance of peace, and ſtrength for warre, as my pur- 
pole is not to meddle with it, ſo I cannot but admire, 

& giue god thanłs for the rate and honorable ee 
0 


good lawes, 


ARt.14-23+ 
Tit. 1.5.6. 


2. Tim. 2.3. 4 


The order; of Chriſt 
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ofwiſedome aud magnanimity, in hir moſt excellent 
Majeſty, and the conſtant, faithfull, and diligent pro- 
uidenceand labour of hir moſt honorable and graue 
counſellors:praying God alwaies for the bleſſed con- 


- tinuanceof the ſame. The thing which TI endeuour,js 


onely to ſhew how this happy tract oftime, vnder ſo 
wiſe, both lawes and gouernours may be beſt and ſu- 
reſt kept and enlarged, either by that church-goucrn- 
ment whichis borrowed and left as the ſmoaking taile 
of Antichriſt, or by the ordering of the churches, after 
the word of God, 


1.ſpecialreafon If wee ſpeake of the perſons in common, howethe 


for the executi- 
on & practiſe of 


good and wholſome lawes ſhould take good effecte 
both in them, and for them: & we conſider the looſe 


Ch NN FT * . . 5 . , 
Ciriſts diſcipl. handling of holy things, whiche is in the very nature 


of the baſtard diſcipline, & the great occaſions which 
the church · governours and church-men haue, to be 
drawen away from the juſte and due practiſe of their 
offices, you fat calily perceaue, that the matter is clea- 
red by the experience oftimes paſte: fot as touching 
the worde, when on the one ſide in the moſt places, 
there wanteth the quickening work of preaching: and 
on the other ſide, where that worke is, it is hindred 
with diſpenſations, Totquots, & ciuill dignities: how 
can the word of God enter into the conſcience of all 
degrees, asit were neceſſaty to breed a conſcience, ei- 
ther in the Magiſtrates to execute the lawes juſtly, or 
in the people to obey them faithfully, being ſo little, 
being lightly & ſo vntimely taught. Wheras Gods or- 
der is, that euety church be furniſhed with able m&;of 
good life and diligent teaching, to be as ſouldiers free 
from all buſines to ſerue their captaine Chrift, which 


a thouſand times more effecteth the due executing, & 
pra- 


ay TO THELL. OF THE COYNSEL, Maintainethecommonlawes, = 
practiſe of Lawes wholſome and good. 
And as touching the cenſures; firſt when they may 
bee executed for triſles, and then in waighty matters 
changed for money : thirdly by perſons which in the 
nature of the thing ought not to meddle with ſuch ho 
ly matters; and in regarde of diſtance of place cannot 
deale ſo juſtly as a good man would and ſhould, (for a 
man though he be letted with ſicknes, or the Queens 
Majeſties buſines, is excomunicated before the cauſt 
of his not appearing bee examined.) Verely all theſe 
things which lye in the very nature of our diſordered 
vernment, & not in the corruption of the perſons, 

make the holy things of God contemned, the execu- 
tion hated and derided. Very hardlye then can anye 
man be well and ſoundly brought to be a good Magi- 
ſtrate, or ſubiect by theſe, wheras Gods order is, that 
the Elderſhip ſhall watch ouer euery congregation or 1 1. 
pariſh, and 10 euery mans cauſe may eaſily be known: » ber. 5. 1. 
and that ſhalbee by men of Eccleſiaſticall function, ſet e ma- 
apart onely for the ſame, according to the qualitye of gr and 
the offence, without change of any cenſure into a ciuil S4 kbicies. 
mulct, without reſpect of perſon be duly and truly ex- 
erciſed. Ifyoucompare theſe together, and judge in 
the lykelihood of the ſeuerall nature of thinges ( for l 
meddle not with perſons, in whome alwaies ther may 
be corruption) you ſhall perceaue that the one is hike 
the leaden rule of Lesbos. which wil bend where the 

artie to be ruled will not bowe, and the other is the 

lade of a ſhaken ſworde inthe hande of the Cheru- 
bins, to keep the way ofthe tree of life, Tell mee then l 
pray you, which moſt agreeth with policy (if we were 
deſirous to haue al good lawes duly executed)a thing 


contemptible and vile, which is 2 true juſtice, 
| or 
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ot that which hath power and pearceth the ſoule. 
A nud ſurely this may eaſilye bee obſerued, that the 
moſt part of tuch as are againſt the orders o ate 
vvicked like a pcople that delight in lIicentiouſnes, whic cannot 
por Chriſtsdi- abyde to heate of their ſinne,and hate to beadmoni- 
* ſhed. By whiche it is manifeſt, that the other is ofno 
powerfull nature to keepe men in good order, & that 
which ofall other is a very waighty matter, the nature 
of theſe diſorders is ſuch, that they keep out & thiult 
outofthe miniſtery, ſuch worthye men as ofall other, 
are kyowne moſt diligent and wiſe, in framing the cõ 
ſcience to all good lawes, for executing of juſtice,and 
+3yT.C.ln practiſe of obedience, T Heere it is obſected, that the 
c ry whole ſtate of the lawes of this realme wilbee altered, 
1 which is a manifeſt vntruth, as al men may ſee, that the 
Kc. church-gouernment intermedleth not in the tempo- 
rall lawes, but onely with ſuch cannons and lawes, as 
concerne the eccleſiaſticall juriſdiction and orders: & 
the proofes from the cannon lawe, and ſtate of ciuili- 
ans, of tithes and matrimonye, &c. whiche containe 
but ſome very ſmall parte of the law, doe ofthemſcl- 
ues convince the contrary. But as forthe cannon law, 
it is noway hurtful, but good forthe ſtate of the lawes 
of this realme, if it were aboliſhed: being(as heerafter 
wilappeare) not neceſſary butdangerous tothe ſtate, 
Anno 25. H. i. and by former ſtatutes already * indighted, and to te- 
. moue a dangerous thingalready founde guiltye by o- 
ther wholſom lawes, was neuer inconuenient. As for 


There is it the maintait ing of civilians as the law already maketh 
necd of canon no great neceſſity of them, hauing little other way to 
daun. ſet them on worke, butby the cannon la we: iſ ſuch 
mens ſtudics were converted an other waye to more 
profit, in the church and common ealtł little yy 2 

ä 0 


loſſe or inconuenience would follow „As touchin 
tithes, teſtament, and matrimony, jadgements ofad ol 


tery, llander, &c. if they bee temporall, why ſhaulde 


not the magiſtrate haue his right to deale with them: 
and the alteration will not be great, but onelye perad- 
venture ſome ſmal addition vnto thoſe lawes and ſta- 
tutes which are already prouided, with an increaſe of 
matter to thoſe courtsand offices already eſtabliſhed, 
whoſeproceſſcand proceding in judgement, will bee 
no harder to be apointed, then from time to time in e- 


uery ſtature, that hath bene made, partly in thoſe mar 


ters, & partly in others, ſince the firſt yeare of hir high · 
nes raigne, hath vſually bene accuſtomed, Touching 
the Iudiciall lawes, that is nothing to the queſtion, for 
whether theſe thinges be altered or no, it is all one in 
reſpecte of diſcipline, which intermedleth not there- 
with, and they may be altered if the wiſe ſtates of this 
land ſee it neceſſary, though the diſciplin craue it not: 
and if they ſhould be altered, the inconvenience can 
be no greater, than in ſuch caſes is vſual: for Princes re 
peale and alter ſuch lawes without hurt, as they finde 
neceſſary to be repealed and altered, or elſe what need 
ſo many parliaments, and ſo many new Lawes, As for 
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that is alleadged, concerning the lawes whiche main- 


taine the Queenes ſupremacy. &c. It is a manifeſt ſlã- 
der, as is declared plainly in an anſwere to D.Bridges 
preface, intituled, A defence of the godlye miniſters, 


and ſhall after be ſeene alſo in this treatiſe, As for im- Alamentable 


abuſe in impro- 
priations and 


table abuſe, then they joine with vs, that there ought patrovager, 


propriations and patronages, if they confeſſe a lamen 


to bee amendement. As tor the difficultye, it is ra her 
preſumed, than any way proued, as ſhal appeare after - 


ward: and to ſpeale generally to all the reſt, what hurt 
2 can 


Sect 8. 


* 
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No danger to Can there now come do go forward in religion, to aug - 
8 ment and alter a little, ſeeing that when indeede the 
En whole ſtate oflawes were altered, at the entrance of 
hit Maieſties moſte happy regiment, in time of more 

danger as is afoteſaid, the Lord gaue a contrary euent 

and happy bleſſing. And though it ſeeme a matter of 

great waighit, to alter one of the three eſtats, by which 

the lawes haue ſtood, yet the Lord hath by the mini- 

ſtry of your honorable wildomes, effected more grea» 

ter and difficult matters than this. Howbeit (as the 

He L. b. net Lawiars reporte) the L. Bb. are not one of three eſtats 
one o the three in making EY: but are mingled with the Lords of 

etares hich thevpper houſe, whiche Lords are one of the three e- 
Hand. ſtates. For they deſcribe the ſtate and body of a Par- 

ARR liament, & the members it conſiſteth of, in this order: 

book orcevorrs Namely, that it doth conſiſt firſt of the King as chief: 

An, 36. H. q fol ſecondly, of the Lords as chiefe members of that bo- 

Nr 55a. dy :thirdly, ofthe commons, that is knights, citizens 

& burgeſſes as the inferiour members, & al this make 

the body of the Parliament by whiche the lawes doe 

ſtand, Whereby I gather, that as before the pryde of 

Antichriſt brought in the L. Bb. to be lords, joined to 

the lords temporal in the vpper houſe, the laws ſtood 

Lawesmade by the ſaid three eſtates without them: ſo it maye bee 

Lada et fre- very WEllat this time, ſeeing they are not an eſtate of 

viGon & prewu theinſc]ues, but joined to the eſlate of the lords, and 

tec. that diuers ſtatutes haue beene made without them. 
And iftheir lordly title and dignity were taken away, 

might there not bee preſent in the Parliament houſe, 

ſome wiſe and graue mĩniſters of eſpecial gitces & leat. 

ning, ſorted out of all the land, to yeald their counſel 

according to Gods heauenlye lawe, even as the ciuill 

judges are ready to giue their aduiſe, according to the 

tempo- 
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temporall lawe, and for matters of greater difficultye, 
there might bee a free Synode after the manner ofthe 
9 houſe ,at all times to miniſter further 
helpe. N 
Come we now to the ſeveral ſortes of perſons, they 
are either ſuperiors or inferiors: and amongſt theſe (cas 
Peter ſaith) the King is the chiefe. Dauid on atyme 7.13. 
was in a hazarde by a mighty Philiſtime, and reſcuedd e 
by a valiaunt and faithfull captain Abiſhai. To whom 
his men ſware, that he ſhoulde go out no more to bat- 
tell, leaſt hee quench the light of Iſraell. Theſe men 
no doubt did knowethatthe glory and ſafety of the , . 
wholecommon-wealth did depend vpon a good ma is the light of F 
giſtrate: who being taken away, as a light quenched, wele-publick. 
the whole land was lyketo be in great diſtreſſe and ha- 
zarde, and this verily is alwayes a principle that neuer 
faileth. When the righteous are in authority, the peo pro. 29.2 
le reioice, but when the wicked beate rule the people 
igh. Therefore wee of England are much bound to 
praiſe God, both for ſo happye a light which hee hath 
vouchſaued to giue and keepe vnto vs, our moſte ſa- 
cred ſoveraigne lady Elizabeth, and for the great and 
wiſe trauaile of hit honorable counſellers, ſo far as in 
them lyeth, to prevent all daungers to hir perſon, and 
performe euery action that may make for hir preſerua- 
tion, Graunt mee then l beſeech you, your gracious 
favour, though l bee the leaſte and baſeſt of the thous» 
ſands of England, to ſhew my good - will, my hartye 
deſire and farthfull minde in this thing. For lam per- 2.{peciat rea 
ſwaded that there is nothing that can by any pollicye 
be deuiſed, comparable for hir ſafety;vnto the eſtabli- eee 
ſning of diſcipline after gods word, For if it be true, hi 2 
chat they that do wickedly ſhall periſh with their king .. Sm. 12.33. 
3 dan 


1 


Diſcipline after Gods word AN HVMBLE MOTION © 44 
Tim 1.9.10, and to diſobey Chriſts commandement be ſiane and 
wickednes, and he ſaith you ate my friends if you doe 
Lob. 15. 4 y hatſocuer I cõ nand you: then it is a point of great 
2 that you labour wiſely, to ſet vp Gods orders in 
i 


s churches, if you deſire the continuall preſervation 
ofour Queene. 
Sed policy to Againe, in al hiſtorics it is found to be moſt agree. 
13 wh. brat ing to policy, when thou haſt ſubdued thy capitall e- 
ry chat he grow nemy, or banniſhed him to roote out al his friendes, 
no moreronurt and wharſocuer may miniſter occaſion ofhis returne: 
and in y our bookes of policy, you ſhall finde diuers 
princes for their ſafety, haue both take away the heads 
of the men that might haue beene dangetous to their 
eſtate, and as conveniently (as poſſible they could) al- 
tered the forme of government. But ſeeing wee haue 
ſufficient in Gods word, I wil not lade you with other. 
Salomon was a wiſe king as euer liued, he vſed this po 
licye towardes Adonijah, [oab, and Shimei: and the 
text ſaith, after he had ſlaine theſe three, the kingdom 
was eſtabliſhed in the hande of Salomon. Nowe this 
king needed not to change the la, becauſe comming 
to his crow ne by lawfull ſucceſſion, he might ſafelye 
continue the olde. And yet in the matters of God, he 
went farther then his father, in building the temple, 
and ſetting foorth the true ſeruice and worſhip of Al- 
mighty God therein: which when he ſwarued from, 
and followed the lawes of the nations tounde about 
him, which were enemies by nature vnto him, his e- 
ſtate was troubleſome, and his ende not ſo glorious, 
For this cauſe God gaue his people when they ſhould 
enter into the lande of Chanaanthis lawe, that they 
8 ſhould vtterly deſtroy thoſe nations, make no covenãt 


nor haue compaſſion of them; nor make any mari- 
| ages 
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ages with them: and ſecondly, that they ſnold deſtroy 
their Idoles, and all monuments of Idolatty, ſo that 
the very names of ſuch ſhould not be heard | 
them. Which when they did not carefully followe;' 
oy were pricks in their ſides, and ſnares to theit feet, lug.. 
and greatly to their wo and miſery, So I doe feate, and 
very much beleue, that one great cauſe of many ſroute 
ges and feares, and flights that ee haue hene put vn 
to, commeth by a contrary policy which foſtereth the 
enemies of hir Maicſty, and giucth occaſion of manic 
miſchiefes. What made the Tutke prevaileagainſt the An 1245. 
eaſt churches, and that he came even to the borders of 
Germany, even the ſupreinacy ofthe Pope, which is 
the maine breach of this diſcipline. But when & how 
was hee ſtayed? even then when Luther had detected ,,,c, 
the diſorder of the Antichriſtian Prelacy, and at Vi- dne 
enna where ſerued the value of reſolute Proteſtantes, Tue, 
he had his firſt ſtoppe, anda very great ouerthrow: & Sd eee 0 
why prevailed he ſo farr into Hungarye, but onely be I 
cauſe they which ſhoulde haue givenreſcue, as vaſſals naeh the Ro- 
to the Pope, were ſo buſy in healing the wound which main empire, 
the triple crowne had receaued in Saxonye : and that 
they neglected the true duty to their country, When Inne 664. 
Phocas to get fauour after the murthering of Maurt-' 
tius his Lorde and maiſter, had gtaunted to the B. of 
Rome, to be B. of Bb, and head of all Chriſtian chur- 
ches: did not the authoritye of the Empire decay. and 
the power of the Empite waxe weake euer ſince? haue 
not the ſeruants bene lords ouer their Lord? Conft- 
der Ipray you what difference there is between the 
B. of Rome vnderthe Emperor, to be m ade chiefe B. 
of all Bb. in the Empyie : and that the B. of Camer. 
ſhould be chief, or Archb. Pꝛrimate and Metropolitan 

OUCTF 
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ouer all the Bb, & churches in England. Ifthat were 
dangerous to the empyre & Emperour, how can this 
be tafe for England and the Queene thereof? If Tho- 
mas Becket his predeceſſour, coulde wreſtle with the 
King, who then was Henty the ſecond: peradventute 
this man (if occaſion were offred) by his place (L ſpeak 
not of his perſon) might be made ſtrong to doe ſome 
thing, Ifłing Henry the eight had not beene wiſe & 
ſtout, it is to bee doubted that the wiles of Stephen 
Gardiner, & the pride of Catdinall Woolley (as one 

of them in diuers things did croſſe him, and the other 

many wayes ledd him) might haue very greatly endi- 

gered him and his countrey. If you looke on our L. 

The Bb. c & Bb.theirChancelors, Archdecons, Commiſſaries &c. 
beef N, and joine (that which they work by) the cannon law: 
cannon law,are What ſhal you finde but that the Pope hath his horſe 
entiſements to readye ſadled and brydled, watching but the time to 


the Queenes 


deadiJenemics. get vp againe, For if Allin that filthy traitor, and ſuch 
| yke, had not beneſct on fire withthe loue of the Sea 
of Canterbury, and other lyke places, & that the can- 
nons were not ſo fit qo! W 00 purpoſes, would there 

c 


not bee a great deale leſſe tomacke in thoſemen, to 
venture their liues, and very vnhand-ſome fitting for 
the deadly man of ſinne. Theſe ſeas and Cathedrall 
cloilters, are fir for their pompous dwellings, and the 
cannon lawe is the foundation of histhrone. What 
policye can there bee to leaue anyething in the lande 
which might either encourage, or entice, or any man- 
ner of wayes, ſerue, helpe, or ſtrengthen, the greateſt 
and moſt deadly ſoe & hoſtile enemy, which hir Ma- 
jeſty hath, or can haue: and howe can wet jt 1 

in Dat- 


telle though for a while God ſpate ys and call vs tore. 
12110 pentance) 


that ourarmies ſhall ſtand before our enemies 


A 


„ TO THELL. OF THE COVNSEL, ifortheQueenes Ma. fer 
entance) as long as the greedye mindes of many A- 

haind which luſt afterthe Babilogitiſh garment Fond 
the wedge of gold, and the curſed and damned thing 
of the cannon Law, bee ſuffered and foſtered among 
vs. 

But let vs goea little neerer, may wee not ſee that 
theſe offices are ſitt for Papiſtes, whome no reward(if | 
we beleue D. Party) can make true ſubiects: may they Bend the booke 
not be civilians, and doctors of the cannon law? may Poyid: 2 
they not be Chancelors, and L. biſnops chief coun - piers Us 
ſellours? may not they in their courtes, nay doe wee gidzmblng 
not ſee them daily to ſpare and wink at open recuſants fend. 
and trouble honeſte poore men, and eſpecially thoſe 
which are readieſt, to detecte and bewraye their diſo- 
bedience to hir Maieſty: So the very order and nature 
of theſe vnnatural diſorders, is againſt the ſafety of hit 
Maieſtye. For whatſocuer toltererh the firſt inſtru- 
mentes, to obey the bulles in the great day they look 
_ 1 needes bee againſt the Queenes Maie- 

es . 

Bur beides that before ſaid, thereisan other ns 
in the being of this corruptchurch-gouernment: fir 
the lack of teaching of youth: ſecondly, by theſe cou · 
loured offices a man may haue a popiſh ſchoole · mai- 
ſter, eſpecially it he can ſemble a ſitile: thirdly, when 
ſome are ſecretlye intiſed and wauereth; who ſhall re- 
ſolue them ? the vanity of ſome, and the ignorance of = 
ſo many, (though a fewe no doubt, bee well able and Cg, nc. 
meet) doth ſo driue them back, and make them ſtum· Preventerh re- 
ble, chat hardly can you heare, that by theſe anye bee gimme 
drawen to their due and true obedience. But on the d 
other ſide, the whole frame of Gods order is cleane 


another way, Firſt, al the officers and cannons, horſe, 
: 5 REED : ſadle 
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ſadle, and brydle is taken awaye. Secondly, a learned 
miniſtry, euery way to write obedience in theit heart 
is heere ſeated, And as he that planteth a right & true 
catholick Papiſt, cannot plant any other, but a traitor 
in hart & conſcience: ſo he that by preaching frameth 
a true ky peer wank ye frame atrue eiten in hart 
and conſcience, when the preaching is the tight wa 
to male true Chriſtians, many . may bee nm. 
vented, which otherwiſe ſwarme and grow into great 
nombers. | 

tByT.C.ln I his ſaieth one, is [non cauſa procauſa,Ja wrong 

to the reopleot caule, that for lacke ot preaching the euill of reuolting 

Eng.pag-77- hath hapned: ſeing it was not ſo, or ſo much in King 
Edwards dayes, or in the firſte ten yeares of hir Maie- 
ſties raigne, when we had not half ſo much preaching 
and a thouſande leſſe preachers: but the true cauſe is 
the euill barrof men, who heare the word of God vn- 
reuerẽtly, the ſchiſme of the church, and the Diuel ta- 
king occaſion by ſciſme. Whome I meckely deſire to 

conſider, that the merciful providence of God, might, 

did, and doth wonderfully ſtay the hearts of the peo- 

ple, when it pleaſeth him, even without & contrary to 

YVantofa meanes: yet by al teaſon, ſeing it is written, chat with - 
—.— minie out knowledge the minde is not good, and that the 
volting. people periſh, where the viſion faileth, and the ordi- 
prov19.2-% nariemeansof God to inſtruct and bring into the way 
Rom. 10. 14. ij Of truth, is the preaching miniſtery, it muſt needs fol- 
lowe that the lack heereof is ſome cauſe of their reuol- 

ting and backſliding. For inquire we into all men, and 

they will anſwere, ſo we did, becauſe ſo we were ledd 

and taught. And though the wicked hart of man and 

ſchiſme, and the Diuell be great occaſions, and ſome- 

times cauſes of ſuche thinges, yct the power of _ 
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chiag & the due adminiſtration thereof, is the means 
to preuent and bridle al theſe: as may appeare, in that 


ple, that they may turn from darknes to light, & 

the power of Sathan to God, And how can any man 
in reaſon thinke,that teaching men obedience & truth 
ſhould not more draw them to obedience and truth, 
than not teaching, And if God haue ordained it to do 
ir, why ſhould not the want of Gods ordinance bee a 
cauſe, that it is not done: as it is written, My people is 
deſtroied for lack of knowledge. And wheace is the 
euill hart of men maintained, and ſchiſme foſtered, & 
the Diuell occaſioned to worke his will, but hence: 
namely, that the one is not taught diligently by prea- 
ching, and kept in order by diſcipline, and the other 
a e let out at random for lack of them both. For ifb 
Gods order things were ſquared, where were the ſciſ- 
me, and the dore for the Diuell: where doth the wolf 
prevaile, but where the ſnepe · heard ſleepeth, and the 
dogg doth not bark, and why ſhould we pray the lord 
of the harueſt, to thtuſt in labourers into his harueſt, if 
the want of ſuch laborers, could be no cauſe of harm. 
For tryall heereof, looke on the country and pariſhes 
wherepreaching is by aſtaoding miniſtery,and com- 
pare them with other, l could name ſome place of two 
thouſand communicantes, where there is not a ſuſpe- 
Red papiſt, and hardly ſhall you ſee ſuch a one taty in 
ſuch aplace, exceptir bein hope, through the popiſh 
diſorders,to driue away him who is the meanes of the 

ood ſubiects faithfull hartes. Secondly, if there had 
— an Elderſhip joined with ſuch a miniſtery, think 
you that there could haue beene ſo manye ſeduced as 


there are, and ſo many hanged,drawen and quartered 
2 as 


EF 


the preaching js ordained to open the eyes of the | ot Pry 
om +2 5 . 


Hoſh. 4. 6. 


Mat. 9. 31. 


„ TO rn NL OF rn cOVSEL. iforthe Queeres Male.Ghey © 


40 


Diſcipline after Gods word is or AN HVMBLE MOTION" «6. 

as there are? When the nature of our diſorders doth 

ſo negligently provide a remedy, no maruell thoughe 

the leſuites preuaile as they do. Add hereunto, that 

by theſe diſorders, thoſe men are broughte into con- 

tempt,which haue written molt for hir Maieſties right 

tr with moſt profit, for the increaſe ofgood 
harty ſubie cis. 

Heere an othet ſteppeth foorth and ſaieth, that in 

ſtead of thoſe you finde fault withall,you would haue 

a Pope in euery pariſh, and the Queene ſhould be ſub» 

iect to yout Paſtor, add that by the diſcipline, the juſt 

power of hit royall magnificence ſhalbe abridged, & 

in that ſenſe ſlaunder vs with the abuſe of the wordes 

E/ 45.23 · Of Eſaye, that Kings and Queenes ſhall worſhip with 

their faces to the earthe, andlicke vp the duſte of the 

cChurches feete. Firſt conſider, that to be a Pope ouet 

Shale diene. one Pariſh, is farther from the crowne and power of a 

theQueenes ſu- 2 than an Archb. or L. B. ouer many pariſhes 

premac-. and ſhieres, yea, Metropolitane of all England: And 


yer the Paſtour hath no Papall authority to doe as hee 
Tim. A. il. liſteth, but hath his voyce only as the reſt, and is ſub- 
AA. 20. 26. ect tothe Elderſhip, Neither can he excommunicat 
+.C0r:54+ withoutthe conſent of the churche: but as Peter and 
A8.8.14.4& lohn were ſent by the Apoſtles from Ieruſalem, and 
45. 15. . 22. Paule and Barnabas from Antiochia, and Iudas & Si- 
las to Antiochia were ſent by the church: ſo euery pa- 
ſtot is ſubject to the churche and ceoſure, as well as o- 
ther men, ſaue onely that he hath an office that euerye 
man cannot haue. Then it is a ſlaunder alſo to ſaye, 
that we make hir ſubiect to the Paſtor, for whatſoeuer 
authority wi Capi can haue ouer their ſubiects, that 
we giue vnto hir, teaching euery ſoule to bee ſubiecte 
to the higher power, neitheris it to bee feared a. | 

18 me 


& TO THEIL.OF THE COVNSEL the Queenes Maieh.ſafety, 


ſome men dreame of, for we affirme not(as god know- 
eth) that the homage that Eſay (peaketh of, is of anie 
ſach nature, that hir royall crown and dignity ſhoulde 
bee ſubiect to any man whatſoeuer, but onelye vnto 
Chriſt, which I am perſwaded hir moſt excellent Ma- 
jeſty moſt freely, and of godlye zeale doeth imbrace: 
Namely, that leſus Chriſt the Lord of life, is Lord of 
Lordes, and King of Kings, and that his lawes are to 
bee preferred, before all Princes lawes, and that they 
dught to bee obedient vnto them, and not contrary, 
Heereof it commeth to paſſe, that hir Maieſtye coun- 
teth it no ſubiection to kneele down in the preſence of 
a miniſter in prayer to God, to heate him preach, and 
admoniſh hir of 8 duty, to deliuer to hir as from god 
the ſacramentes, and by hir royall authoritye to com- 
mand and enforce all hir ſubiects to doe the like, and 
in all other things to ſubmit them. ſelues to the ordi- 
nance of Chriſt: and in doing this, hir royall Maieſtie 
doth greatly honour the church, after the meaning of 
Eſay, who ſpeaketh in a borrowed ſpeech from earth- 
ly potentates, to ſnewe the obedience and honour of 
Princes to Chriſtin the churche, and their care to ad- 
uance his church. So then, heerin hir highneſſe wor- 
ſhipping God after his owne Lawe, and thereby ma- 
king hir ſelf as a member of the church and not head, 
nd; reputing Chriſt onely for heade, rowhomein all 
things ſhe giueth homage, and taking hir ſelf only vn- 
der him as chiefe g our ouer all hir people, to ſee 
euery man, aſwel church · officers as others, to do their 
duty according to Gods law, hauing the lawful ſword 
to puniſh them that do it not, & to defend their chut- 
ches in their right, doeih leeſe no one little ĩote of hir 


princely ſupremacye, for ſhe hath the honour of the Rn. 13. i.. 
ll 3 


building 
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z-Chron 3: building of the ſcinple with Salomon, to ſee by hir 
- 3 toyall authority euety thing done accotding to the pa 
Bees tecne of God, and the Prieſts and Leuites to take their 

+ King.12.4 courſes as God hath appointed, and with Ioaſh to c6+ 
5. mand the Prieſtes to loole to the repaiting of the tem · 
5 Chron. 24-4 ple, and to proclaime in hit dominions, that men ſhal 

do after the law of Moſes , and by hit authoritye with 
1. Cron. 1j. i. Iehoſaphat to ſetthe Prieſtes and Leuites, and of the 
chief of the families, forthe Judgement and cauſe of 
the Lord: & for the cſtabliſhing of hirſupreame mag- 
nificence aboue all perſons, the Lorde will giue vato 
the harts of al ſorts of people to do hit comandemer, 
& of the rulers vnder hir, according to theword of the 
Lord, as he did for the aduancement of the throne of 
Ezechias: ſo that by his direction and commiſſion, the 
Prieſtes and Leuites did ſanctiſie themſelues, to ſtand 
in their places after the manner according to the lawe 
of Moſes the man of God. Out ofall which gather, 
that the diſcipline hindreth not, but that by hir ſu- 
reame authoritye ſne may compell all the people to 
eepe the commandement of God, and the miniſters 
to be, and do, after the law of Chriſt his ſonne. And 
by hir commiſſion ſhe may haue, as ſhe hath already, 
rulers and officers in euety ſhire and great towne, as 
commiſſioners in cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, to be as it were, 
hir eyes, eares, and hands, to hearken after the due 
and orderly proceedings of the miniſters, Elderſhips, 
and Synods: to compell them to doe euerye thing 
after Gods word, by ciuil authority: and ifneed be, to 
puniſh them which handle Gods holy thinges out of 
order, and to force the people to bee obedient vnto 
the ordinance of Chriſt Ieſus: ſo that ſhe ſtill ſhall re · 
maine ouer all perſons, in all things ſupreame gouer- 
neſſe, 


6; TO THE LL. OF THE COVNSEL, 
neſſe, (and hir ſelf, vnder none, but God in his ſonne 
Ieſus Chriſt) in that full and royall authority, ſuperi- 
otity, preeminence, ſupremacy & prerogatiue, which 
the Lawesalready eſtabliſhed do nowe giue vnto hir, 
and hir Maieſties iniunRions ,- and the articles of the 
Convocation houſe, & other writings A pologeticall 
of hit royall authority andi 4 — doe de- 
clare and explane. Now | ſay, ſeeing hir highnes doth 
acknowledge Chriſt to be hit heade, and renounceth 
the Pope, is it not for hir ſafety, by hir authority to ſer 
vp that which rcmaineth of Chriſts moſte holy lawes, 
and to banniſh all the Popes cannons? May not hir 
princely minde perceaue it to bee ſo, if ſhe remember 


that it is ſaid of Chriſt: By me Kings raigne, and prin- Prou.$,15. 16. 


ces decree juſtice: by me princes rule, and the nobles 
and all the judges of the earth. 


An other reaſon may be dtawen from thecommon ch. aiſcip!, 
maketh learned 


effectes of the church nment, For if it be true, 
thatacertaine Politick counſcllour gauetoa heathen 
Emperour, Omnes imperiti& vitioſi, bono Principi 
ſuſpecti eſſe debent: that a good Prince may ſuſpecte 
& fand in feare of al ignorantand wicked men: then 
ſeing that both heauen and earth do witneſſe,thatour 
ſoveraigne is a good prince, that church · government 
which breedeth moſte learned and good men is beſt, 
and ſureſt for hit ſafety. What our diſorders do breed 
all the world ſeeth, it maintaineth blinde guides, ho 
can it małe a learned people? and howe wicked men 
doe ſhrowde them ſelues onder them, this one thing 
may ſtande in ſtead of many: that parily by colour of 
Law, they can ſo moleſt a good man that would teach 
them and make them good, and partly by commuta- 
tion of pennance, licenſes, diſpenſations and tolleta- 
(s | > tons, 


and 


good men, 


therefore it is 
beſt tor a mo- 


narch or 


king, 


- 
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tions, any euill man eſpecially if hee be rich, can tell 


howe to eſcape their ſlendet cob- webs well enough, 


that men are diſcouraged from preſenting ot dealing 
any way againſt wicked men. And let a good miniſter 
once ſuffet a harlot to be preſented, ſhe is ſo reformed 
that ſhe wil haue two ot three baſtards on in an others 


neck, doe the miniſter and the pariſh hat they can to 


the contrary, But how ſuch ſhould or might be ſcour- 


ged out, with the through ger OG of the Goſpel in 
iſciplin of Chriſt, 


euery church, & the good vic of the 


and knowledge and wiſedome planted in mans heart, 
it may appeare by this, that for ciuill, wiſe, and good 
behauiour, compare them which are vnder continual 
teaching of Paſtors, with them that be further remo- 
ued, y ou ſhall finde a great difference. And how can 
it chooſe butaouriſh learning, when the wiſdome of 
the word ſhineth in euery church, by a ſtanding Pa- 


ſtor, and Teacher? Will it not inflame mens heanes, 
with the bewty thereof? There ſhall you ſee yong & 
olde called from blindenes to ligit, from wickedneſſe 
to vertue and piety:muſt it not needs turne a great ma 
nyc more, where it wantech? Conſidet what M. Fox 
Booke of man. faicth of M. Thomas Bilney of Hadley, that the ſame 
pes. 1445- churcheſcemed in his time, rather to bee lyke an Vai- 
verlity, than a poore cowneofclothing, Tel me whe- 
ther a-Non-refident, or idle & dumb miniſter can or 
hath done the lyke: and verely when men know their 
duties to hir Maieſty, it is the waye to male them doe 

it: but if they be not taught, how ſhall they know, 
Chrids diſcip), © But Ofall others, I finde that flatterers are reported 
an enemy to lat Of ſome to be moſt dangerous io the ſaſty of a prince, 
bone gad 28 in the life of Alexander the great, when hee delte 
rulers, hardly with them that tolde him the truth, & yeelded 
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„ TO THELL. OF THE COVNSEL, 
to flartery, to beate the reputation of lupiters for. e, 
he was neuer without one treaſon, or tumult or ano- 
ther, and in the ende, (as ſome eſteeme ) poyſoned. 
Now the diſorders of our church, what are they, but 
avery maſſe of flattety, and a pit that caſteth out flat- 
terers: for while men contrary to their own knowlege 
ſay all is well, and there is nothing contraty to Gods 
word,and that by ſubſcription = other means, they 
would driue men to allow of euery thing, & that this 
by order is ſo, thata man were better to ſweare or lie, 
(which are manifeſt breaches of Gods morall Lawe) 
then to breake one ofthele traditions, is not this to 
make vs, not onely ſecute, but to thinke that even the 
law of God is not comparable to ours. How may this 
indanger a vertuous Prince; ifthe Lorde by his grace 
did not vphold hir? Againe, if it bee ſuſpected thata 
man doe meane to ſpeake plainly, and truly before hir 
Maicſty,is there not order prouided by our diſorders 
and for their maintenance, that if it bee poſſible ſuche 
ſhall not come in place? Laſlly, thoſe great dignities 
and ſpitituall promotions may eaſilye beget flatterers. 
Mee thinketh I ſee a further ſore heere, than I can hãd · 
ſomely expreſſe: I praye God to deliuer hir Majeſtie 
from all flattering, ly ing, and deceatfull tongues. 
Onething more there is which maketh for the ho- 
nour and ſaſety of our noble Lady & miſtreſſe: name · 
ly, that by this meancs when al thinges ſhalbee refor · 


med by Gods word. as it is certain that ſhe cãnot haue © 
more hatted than ſhe alteady hath of the wicked, ſo the 


ple, beinga monatch, and a mighty pe 


hriſts diſci- 
in ſurthereth 
the league vit 


Chriſtian princes of al parts wilbe a great deale the ſu- religious na: 
rer, and the league with them the more certaine, and 
that which is more, many wilbe drawne by hir exam - 
e fors 

ward 


- 
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warde in religion: for all wiſe and good potentates, 
muſt needs think, that this chriſtian Lady and Queen 
increaſeth much in zeale, wiſedome & coutage, and 
her people growe in the feate of God, and conſtancie 
in religion: therefore is it out beſt to make much of: 
her and her people, & it is a ſhame for vs if we ſhould 
not be as forward in zeale, and as valiant in the cauſe 


of God: as a woman & mayden Queene. Howe much; 


wil theſe and ſuch like thoughts and ſpeches turne to 
her immortal fame, & preſet ſafty: for if it were hono- 
rable to king Ioſias, from age to age, more & more to 
cſtabliſh religion in the purity thereof: and that Solo- 


mon was noe longer honorable aud ſafe, then he kept 


Chriſtes d iſci- 


pline no hazard 
to her majeſtie, 


not Argument 
of inconftancie 
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the ſame rule: howe much more (hal. it be fot her re- 
nownandſafery, to deale mote wiſely then Solomon 
the wiſeſt, and to be as zealous as Ioſias, who was for 
zeale as highly commended as euer a. 

And here fal down two vayne & fond reaſons, that 
if ſhe ſnoulde retorme the Church, ſhe ſhould be re- 
puted inconſtant, and purchaſe greater hatred: for ha- 
tred, can there be greatet then to ſeeke her liie, and to 
robbe het of her crowne and dignitie? this hath bin 
{ought after (al the worlde knowerh)by hatred, and 
can there be greater by diſcipline? al wiſe men wil al · 
ſoe thinke that inconſtancie is ingoing backwarde, & 
not in going fot warde. It is incunſtancie to begin a- 
building and not to male an end if one be able: and 


not to finiſha good worke well begone is inconſtan- 


cye, but this is the very nature ofa chriſtian, to growe 
from faith to faith from ſtrength to ſtrength, and from 
2 to vettue, that we may appeate befote GO D 
in Sion. + Ye vat ct e | 
Concerning the nobillitic and comminaltye of 8 


& TO THELL. OFTHE COVNSEL, bs good For Nobil:& Con, 
land j there is a greate cauſe both for the one and the The.third pe- 
other, to ſeek after diſciplineas God commandeth ir: Wu 
fi tſt the one leſeth a tight in ciuil offices, & functions, _ eat 
for when it appertaineth not to the eccleſiaſtical func- right the po- 
tions to medle with workes meere ciuill, as is before b .: 
declared, then doe they vſurpevppon the temporall 
eſtare,tomedle with theſe callings, which muſt needs 
be an injury, and therefore in times paſt (as lawyars 
ſay) there haue bin divers lawes made to bridle this 
inſolencie, and it is a matter puniſhable at the ſeſſions, 
it they medle with any ſubject, to cal him beforethem . x amben 
or to put him to an oth, otherwiſe then in cauſes ma- uli of peace 
teimonial, and of teſtament, but if they do not onely 2 5 
beate vppon their ſhoulder the commiſsion of peace 
and other great commiſs ions, but alſo in their ſpiritu- 
al courts againſt lawe, call her majeſties ſubjects be- 
ſote them in matters which pertain to the ciuil judges, 

en it doth appeare that ſuch diſorderly gouernment 
is not to be ſuffered, as a thing plainly injurious to 
the nobillitie, and comminaltie: be ſides, that howſoe- 
verperaduenture ſome godly Princes haue repoſed 
greate truſt in ſuch perſons, yet is ita greate diſhonor 
to the nobilitie and gentillitie of this land, that there 
coulde not be wiſe and honeſt men ynoughe founde 
out amongeſt them to deale in ciuil caules, but that | 
miniſters muſt be taken from the ſtudye of diuinit e 
wherwith they ought to beautifie the Church, to the 
ſtudie of la we and exeeuting of commiſſions, for they 
which by the nature of their calling, and manner of 
bringing up, they are moſt vnfit. And how can a chri- chrin. diſip: 
ſtian man delight in that gouernment, which by the — — 
natute thereot, wil take out of his chappel a learned lerned rechersy 
wiſe and zealous miniſter, Wr 8 
n — one 
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honeſt and of good conuetſation, and mainteine in o. 
ther places ſuch as are cleane otherwiſe, may not al the 
cominaltie haue litle delight in that diſſipline, which 
in one yeate coulde ſtop the mouthes of a hundreth 
godly and faithful preachers, and nat in thirty yeares 
to roote out thitiy blinde guides, otherwiſe then na- 
ture it ſelfe and the meere bleſsing of Cod hath affot- 

Chriftes diſci- ded? Can they delight in that which contrary to lawe 

Picarech none Can Cal them for euery trifle, & excommunicat them, 

for rifle, which is to deliuer them tothe Diuel, if they doe not 
appearc? I will not here vſe ſuch tearmes which my 
matter and propoſition requireth , becauſe | ſee the 
people in their wound, and it is not good to ſtirr and 

cCheriſh an il ſore, but tather to heale it, in as much as 
Cod hath appointed an other way. Therefore we lye 
here at her majeſties feet, crauing, begging, & humbly 
ſuing, that ſnee woulde looke wel vnto her ſelſe, ten · 
der the honor of her nob litie, and haue compalsion 
vpon her poore people, who for lack of Chriſtes ho- 
ly diſsipline, haue greate cauſe to doubt of her ſafetie, 
and to feate their own miſerie, and to ſuſpect the pre- 
ſent happines. 

Chriſtes diſti- What a godly thing were it, that the nobility & co- 

Bal dcen 0g · minaltie had ſome heſpe in every place by a learned 

molt equal and miniſterie , euen in the infancie of their children, to 


juſt for al per- 
ſons, * 


breede that feare of god, which might preuent worſe 
matters, which we ſee come to paſſe when the raines 
are layed looſe in their neckes, and there hath bin litle 
diſſipline: What a comforte were it thata man might 
be ſure, no licenſes could ſteale away his daughter. & 
what eaſe were it for the people, and readines to ſind 
out the truth and perfection for Juſtice? that in cauſes 

eccleſiaſtical a man might be cenſuted in the 5 — 
| nere 


4% TO THELL. OF THE COVN SEL. forRotilicle and Cont, 
where he liueth: the wicked coulde not beareit out 
with chaunging orperjurye,ncither woulde the inno- 
cent be ſo ſoone oppteſſed(as touching the nature oo. 
the thing, I ſpeake not of the perſon) but euery one 
ſhoulde haue occaſion to be delt withal according to 
ſight,rightly and honeſtly, | 
Now we arc to — 2 of the times of peace & The4- ſpeciall 
war, here one ſpeaketh ſoughtly & ſayth, it your ma- * 
jeſtie ſnoulde ſet vp diſſipline, you ſnoulde haue pre- 
ſent rebellion. What might this man haue ſayd vnto 
Luther, a poore ſimple Ftyar, that ſet vppe the Goſ- 131% 
pel almoſt vnder the Alpes of Itallie, which remaineth 
o (teady,thatal the power of princes cannot take it a- — 
way: and when divers Popes who fought his life, and 4 
that with ſtrong hand, died, he liued an olde man and | 
ended his dayes peaceably. In the entrance of her S 
highnes gratious raigne, there was more pollicy in by ſeningvy of 
reaſon, to haue ſoe objected againſt the ſetting vp of fl. 
the Goſpel, but nowe God be thanked , the caſe is 
altered, as | haue before ſhewed, I doe not doubt but 
that the liuely fayth, which her good & princely hart 
hath in Chriſt leſus, and that royal magnanimitie 
which ſhe hath alwayes ſhewed, if ſhe might be let to 
ſee the certaine truth of the venerable docttine of 
Chriſts diſcipline, would eaſily perſwade her that ſhe 
could not doubt, but haue as good ſucceſſe with this, 
as with the ſirſt, & the long experience of Gods mer. 
ciful and aſſured protection, nowe in a time leſſe dan- 
erous, woulde make a matter of fo great neceſſitie, to 
e cheerefully ſought for,and ſpedilye put in practiſe. 
Moſes firſt brought the people out of 1 he 
declared the lawe, and laſtly erected the tabernacle, ſo 
I doe not doubt, but as God hath mightely bleſſed 
| 


3 her, 
| 
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her in the two firſt, hee will as greatly honour her in 
the laſt. i SO ATI IO ET Ag! 

ThePapiſtes But mee thinketh this man ia this caſe miſſeth the 

lookefor a. ttue rules of pollicic, for where the Papiſts are ſo full 

longen we Of plots, is it not becauſe they are in hope that things 
ir — will change? and why do they hope? but becauſe they 
beholdeè the image of their father the Pope and hys 

markes: they thinke he is not ſo gone, but that if they 

did theirduty, he might returne . Therefore they are 

buſie, and many nets are ſpread for the feet of our in. 

nocent Princeiſe (whom God bleſſe and maintaine) 

and engins of diuers forts are made to breałe in ſun- 

der our peace. Will you bee withdut feare? With all 

ſpced, and yet with wiſedome and vnderſtanding,(ct 

vp Diſcipline & reformation that is amiſſeafter Gods 


gil. 123.3. booke,and you ſhal ſee their hope wil be turned into 


&.48.5... faoate, they willſce Icrutalemfo to be built, as a Citiie 


at vnitie in it ſelfe, that when they behold it, they will 
matueill and be aſtonied, and ſuddenly driuen backe. 
Thus was it with the people of God aftet their capti- 
uitie: they neuer had quietaes till Nehemias that 
worthie Prince atoſe, who though hee were neuer ſo 
much put in fear, that he was drigents cauſe þ people 
to work with one hand, & hold the weapon with the 
other, yet he neuer ceaſed til he had finiſhed the wal, 
& made all chiogs in his order about Ieruſalẽt Wher- 
ot, hen al the enemies did hear, euen all the heathen 
thac were round about, they were afraid and their co- 
rage failed them, for they knewe that this worke was 
wrought by God, and ſhall wee who by het gracĩous 
and godly gouernment, ate brought out ofthe ſpiti- 
tuall Babilon, into the fellowſhip of the Citixens and 
ſaiats of God, doubt more of his W 
won? Hue 


1 * rern fi, OWTYHE obern 
ſtrive to garniſhe gods Citie with this good 
of Eccleſiaſticall Diſeipline? hould not all 


ot all Papiſtes be 

forced to ſay, tharthe Lord hath done i-epecly 7 
backe our 
the 


now, when he hath ſo wonderfully driven 
enemies. Iehoſaphat after that hee 
battaile where Ahab was flaine, and had beneadmos 
niſhed by lehu the ſonne of Hananie the Scergfor ta- 
king part with thewicked, gaue himſelfero reforma. 
tion, and not onely in Iuda, but euen from Bcer-ſheby 
to mount Ephraim, hee brought the people againe to 
the Lord God of their fathers, What folow ede could 
there any preuaile againſt him? No no: Itis Mitten, 
that the feate of God, was vpon all the kingdomes of 


the earth, when they had tiard that Lord had fought e , 
againſt the enemies of Iſtaell, ſo the kingdome of le · 0.2 
hoſhaphat was quiet, and his God gaue him reſt on e- 30. 


ucrie ſide . Shall wee thinke that the Lordes hand is 


leaue a hoofe behind him in Egypt: did he ſpeed any 
whit the worſe in the end? and ſhall we thinke that i 


ſome Achitophel ſnoulde fortiſie ſome wicked Abſa- 


lom, to reſiſt his liege Ladye and peateable mother 
that God woulde not ſtir vp a thouſand Huſhais to 
ouerthrowe all his counſailes:? gg 

Let vs remember wherein our peace conſiſteth, 
and the ſtrengtii thereof : is it not in ſetuing of God) 
and walking in his commandements, and purting our 
cruſt in his mercy ? Then muſt. wee take heede of all 
thoſe Baalamites, who vnder pretence of preuenting 
rebellion,giuecrattiecounſaitfor the diuell: ro make 
vs cuteleſſe, in out dutie towards God, that when wee 
refuſe to goe forward, wee might fallback ward: and 
then God proclaume warre againſt vs and ſay, Fey 

_—_ LED 3 
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ſhortned;if we be as zealous as he: Moſes would not , 1 16, 
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n will notobey , then will I viterlydeſtroy and plucke 


pthatnation . And againe, there is no peace to the 
. vickedfaich my God, So was it with Icroboam,who 
to eſtabliſne his kingdome ouer the ten tribes to him: 
ſelfe and his poſtetitie: he altered the precepts of God 

and made two Calues, the one in Dan, andthe other 

in Bethell, leaſt the people going vp to worſhip at le- 
ruſalemafter Gods lawe, ſhould tebell and fall away 

from him: but this turned to beeſuch a ſinne, that it 

rooted out his houſe, & many other houſes after him, 

and in the end, the whole ten tribes, whereof hee was 

king, were ſpued gut of that land, ſoe dangerous a+ 

thing it ĩs to chuſe that pollicie, which is againſt gods 

33 lawe and commaundement. 
prioeisforths . Nope in peace as one ſaith, ſmall things are made 


wealthand e great, tiches & honout ate muldphed. Let vs ſee whe- 
tealn. ther theſe diſotders doe not maintaine the contraty, l 
cannot ſay but God hath bleſſed vs in out peace with 

both, and yet I muſt ſay, that the ſtate of our churches 

and church gouernement is rather a hinderer . Firſt 

there lacketh that orderly ſeeing to the poore which 
were expedient, and men fot the moſt part are left 

to them ſelues, ſo that by idlenes and libertie, great 

pouettie are among vs, which fal into many noiſome 

thinges , which might very well be amended by 

Chriſtes diſcipline. Secondlye there are among vs, 

ſuffered & nouriſhed by order in Cathedral churches 

a cloiſterof idle men, wholiuing vpon the goods of 

the Church and Common wealth, do litle or no ſer- 

vice for theſame. It is aheauy burthenin a common 

wealth to ſuffer men to liue in pleaſure and eaſe like 
oxen ina ſtall, to doe almoſt no labour. Formoſt of 
theſe( l wil not lay all)doe litle ot nothing, as by the 
on | : nature 
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nature of this otderthey art occaſioned: ls nat thiʒ to 
be amended? they wilſay they are rewardes of learn - 
ing, but itis ſcarce good pollicy (as I take it) that when 
men haue learning, they ſboulde be maintained to 
idlenes, and put theit learning to no vſe. But they do 
preach, that is to ſaye, ſome of them ſometimes doe 
reach, and ſome do hier others to preach for them. 
ut to looke neerely to the thing, one man may do as 
much as all the orders of the houſe (in the place of the 
houſe) do require. Ihen if one of neceſſitie ſhould be 
there, all the reſt of the liuings might well bee ſpared 
for the helping of churches which haue ſmal liuings, 
and to further the encreaſc of learning. | 
But as touching honor, it may be that they would 
ſay, that wee ſhould looſe one eſtate, and ſo the Com- 
mon-wealth decaied in wealth and honour, The ho- 
nourofa Common-wealth ſtandeth, not in an eſtate = 
which isofan othernature , butin the honourable 
and wiſe cariageoftrue Common · wealth men, coun· 
ſellours, Iudꝑes, luſtices and Captaines. Now when 
their liuing (hould bee imployed to better vſes, it 
would bee a greater honour, and riches of more pro- 
fitable encreale. This would (ſay they) turne to the 
domage ofthe common treaſure, which by firſt fruits 
in the remooue of L. Bb. and Cathedral Prelates, is 
ſomewhat augmented. Nota whit: for it it were fo 
that the money ſhould be caried out of the land, as in 
times paſt it hath bin to that powling Citie oſ Rome, 
then it were ſomething that were ſaid, but ſeeing it is 
to bee beſtowed in the land, it can be no loſſe. For in 
the conuaiance, that beneſite might be teſerued : yet 
I pray you ho did our treaſure hold out, when that 
'a great deale more was ee hath come in 
144 
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within theſe 80. yeares, If our forefathers in blind 
nes, thought nothing to much for the Churches ad- 
uauncement, neither almoſt had any ende in giuing 
their lands and goods that way, ſhall wee thinke that 
God cannot another way bleſſe vs as much, if we par- 
ted from alitle, for the competent and decent erecting 
of his miniſtery? but God be thanked, the Common- 
wealth (as I hope) may therather be encreaſed:forif - 
things be wiſely handled, the Miniſtery may bee well 
and decently maintained, and yet there wil ariſe ſuch 
a portion of good lands, to be beſtowed at her Maie- 
ſties pleaſure, as may makea large recompence by a 
Hina. certaintie,and this will be a great deale more 
honor to our Common- wealth, to haue Gods houſe 
well and rightly built, and his ſeruants comely enter- 
tained. then for the making of one L. B. vnneceſſaiily, 

2. Tim. j. i. there ſhould be a hundreth Bb. beſide to the tealme, 
as poore almoſt as beggers. It would be more honor 
& wealth to the realm, then to maintain a ſort of idle, 
red or ble» coats, to haue in cuery pariſh, an honeſt, 
& learned B- who in a competent liuing would feed 
the poore, and by giuing and lending, many a 
| ＋ Subject in heart, that he might be lee ſeruc 

: Prince 7 time of need, REY 
* ln time of peace, a great waſter of proſperity is con- 

— of tention and ſtrife , — many hou bees by ſuch 

pontenuen. inordinate jarring and ſuites of lawe: here to let paſſe 
howe _ ſuits are bred andfed by theſediſorders, 

as aboutaduowſons, priuiledges and pteſentments. 

This one thing wil ſhew the excellency of diſcipline, 

for the wealth of the Realme and quiet of ſubiectes, 

that the Church is to cenſure ſuch a party, who is ap- 
patantly troubleſome and contentious, and without 

i BY teaſonable 
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reaſonable cauſe, and vpon a meere will and flomack 
doth vex and moleſt his brother, & trouble the coun- 
trie. And the daily ſhowring dew of the preaching of 
peace, will bring foorth many counſcllours of peace, 
and many, when they ſee thatſuch a thing is vncom- 
lie, and to bee anſwered before the Church, will bee 
he aduiſed what ſuits they take in hand, Thus when 


e authoritie of the Churche and good preaching, 
utteth aſunder the cords of diſcord,men muſt needs 
incceaſcin wealth, and ſo at all times ſhall bee able ro 
beare any burthen that the Common wealth ſhal re- 
quire, and this will bee a great deale better, then if the 
treaſure lay vnproſitably and without vſe in Coffers, 
and to the honor of the Realme farte more excellent, 
when men ſhall be in all places, found able to relicue 
themſelues and other. a 
Now as concerning warres, wee may learne of the The 3. He 
children of this world, that it is che beſt pollicy to ad- . 
uaunce the Lords holy Diſc ipline, and that as well in 
the preparation for warte, as in the time of war it ſelfe, 
This doth altogether further out eſtate. The Bb. of 
Rome haue deminar es erected, for the training vp of 
yong men in their abhominable errots, out of which, 
as out ofthe dragon: mouth, there go theſe vncleane 
frogs the leſuits and Seminary Prieſts, who go about 
⁊s it were, by night cloſely and ſecretly croling, at the 
conſciences of her Maieſties ſubjectes, to bring them 
from their dutifull obedience and ſubjection · Now 
in vvarre it is an oꝛdinarye pollicye to haue a counter- 
mine, becauſe the enemie moſt commonly vſeth to 
vndermine vvhere he cannot vvel come nere in fight, 
So ifvye had Diſcipline, and euery Pariſh his learned 
Paſtor, theſe creeping crolers would be ſo 9 
| . 
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Chriſtes dif- looked vnto, that they could not haue any hole to 
pln forellalet? hide their heads: and tfie people, would be ſo wel in- 
rebel on. ſtructed in the knowledge of God in Chriſt Ieſus, and 
oftheir duty to their true Soueraigne, that al the frogs 
in choſe mooriſh Seminaries, ſhould not be able once 
to moue them, and by this meanes, ſo prepared for 
war, if neede be, that whereas nowe there go a great 
many only with their bodies, an d ſome only of a na- 
turall loue to their Countrey , then would they goe 
with a reſolute iudgement, and of conſcience to God, 
they would willingly do any ſeruice, and that, which 
in this caſe is not ſmall, they would not ſo eaſily bee 
drawen after any great man, or meane man, to ſedition 
and rebellion. For how ignoraunt men, are like chil- 
dren carried with euety winde, all ſtare men do vnder- 
ſtand. Therefore, ſeeing as is already prooued, and al 
men by too too lamentable experience may knowe, 
that the nature of our Church gouernement, as itis 
now vnperfect, doth very {lowly bring forth, true re- 
ſolute chriſtian men of knowledge: we may eaſily per 
ceiue, that it is dangerous for the ſtate toſuffer it in the 
Common · wealth, and to let the church bee ouer run 
with ſuch careleſſe and blind guides. 
Danes ie Beſides this, when men haue knowledge and vn. 
commerhby derſtanding, what is fit for Gods glory, and their duty 
Chriſteeholy at ſuch a time : they will not murmure and ue at 
wikag lden, euery trifling charge, which commeth to paſſe, for the 
ſupplie of the wartos, but willingly and cherefully, do 
= thing that may become good Subiectes, in caſes 
of neceſſity : Bur what ſee Both in this. and in the o- 


ther for lacke of good teachers. maketh my heart to 
bleede, and my pen cannot vtter. Wherofthinke you, 
re Abraham had in his houſe, 318, men, 5 
| 3 44; ready 
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ready atan howers warning, to with himto purſue Cen. 14-14. U 
them which had taken Lot, but by the goodinſtrugi-' *'# 


on & Diſcipline of his houſe,which he is commended 
for to haue, according to Gods waies? What made 
the Reubenites, the Gaddites, and the halfe tribe of 
Manaſſes, ſo willingly to leaue their wines and Chul- 
dren, on the hither {ide of Iorden , and to go before 
their 8 Canaan, & to bind themſelues 
on paine of death, euery man to bee obedient to lo · 
ſhua, and to go whither ſo euer hee would ſend them? 
Was it not becauſe they knew the Lord, and that lo- 
ſhua was appointed by him, to bee theit gouernour: 
was there euer king prouided more toyally of al ſtore 2 
of good things, for peace and for war, then Solomon? good for war- 
Was thete any at any time, that did more aduaunce He. 18. 
Gods ordinances, then he did in the time, hee got all 

this aboundance? Who went forward more in al pro. 

ſperity, and in all plenty and prouiſion for warre, then 

Vziah,ſo long as he ſought the Lord God, in the dais 

of Zechariah that vnderſtood the viſion of God? but 

when his heart was lifted vp, & he preſumed to break 

the order that God had appointed in his Church, hee 

became a pittifull leaper , and ſo for his tranſgreſſion, 

loſt his great honour, which he had ofthe Lord. Sce 2. Con. 6 
then, that it is good pollicy, for prouiſion of good and 

faithfull ſouldiers, and all manner of tore of muniti- 

on, ſor honorable ſeruice in war, to folow gods word, 

and his ordinances in the gouerning of our churches. * 


Ioſh. 1.11. 


In vvar it ſelfe, there is nothing more needfull, then c - | 


faithfull obedience, vvhich vvhere can it be more tru4 Na haben. 
ly ſounds either in Captain,or common ſouldier, then oben-. 
vvhere the conſcience is catechiſed in the vvaies of 
the Lorde: vvhich if it bee vvroughtby this, in the 
1 9999 | things 
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things of preparation, it will be alſo as firme in the ve. 
ry time of vvarre it ſelfe: I vill not ſay, but ſome thing 
i and may be done. as the ſlate of the Church novve 
ſtandeth, for God be thanked, there bee diuers good 
Preachers: but the queſtion is, ofthe beſt and ſureſt 
pollicie: If now then by a fewe, much good is done, 
what vvould it be, if euery congregation were rightly 
informed, and truly reformed: a thouſand to one. 
Sage ie 56+ In warre vnto obedience, there is to be linked cou. 
weac:-by rage and patience, courage to beate the aſſault of the 
Chniltes he enemy, his force and terrorof wailike weapons, and 
tience to ondure all diſtreſſes, pennuty and ſcarcity. 
ow ifmen be not wel teſolued by good knowledge 
of their dutie, they will flie, for feare of the one, & fall 
to mutinies, for griefe in the other. Therefore if chere 
be in euery congregation, a worthy teacher, hee will 
be able ſo to prepare theit hearts, that they ſhall ſtand 
immooueable, with liuelines of ſpitit, to goe through 
the one, and with modeſt quietnes to go vnder the o- 
ther: which thing. is not poſſibleto bee, where the or- 
det of the Church, ſuffereth or foſtereth ſo many vn- 
ſit and tawe ſchollers, which haue more neede to bee 
taught, then to teach others. 

Againe, the preſence of an honeſt, wiſc, and graue 
Miniſter (the Captaines can tel) doth more then ma · 
ny freſh water ſouldiers dothink, eſpecially in extre- 
mity, for he ſhall ſweetly comfort them in grief, migh- 

tily imbolden them in feare, meekly ſtay them in rage, 
and prudently preuent many euils. Hereof was it, that 
Ioab. that valliant warriour, when hee was beler be- 
fore and behinde, by the Aramites and Amonites, ha- 
$48.19." ying deuided his armie, and ſet his battaile in araye, 
could and did vſe theſe words nen be 
Fe , þ ſtrong, 
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ſtrong, and let vs bevaliant for our people, and forthe 
cities of our God: and let the Lord doe that which is 
ood in his eies. Hereof was it, that when Sancherib, 
ing of A ſhur, beſiedged leruſalem with a mightye 
hoaſt, and ſent his ſeruantes to raile vpom Cod, and to 
make weake the hands of the people: There was great C. 
ſilence by the ſetuantes of Hezekiah that godly king, 265.16. 
and no man ſtirted, for he had cauſed them to be in. 
ſtructed in the wayes of the Lord. | 
Laſt of al, that you mightknow how gooda pollicy Orderingths 
it is, for ſtrength & victory in war, to haue the churc 8 
ordered atight, with the properoffices, and proper fireogthand = 
works, namely what corage it may worke, and what An in wa 
good ſucceſſe it may bring in the end, conſider well 
the battel which Abijath the ſonne of Rehoboam hai 
with leroboam the ſonne of Nebat. The firſt being 
king of luda bringeth into the field, 40000. able figh 
ting men, ihe other being king of Iſrael had 800000, . C. 53. 
valiant men of war. Abijath ſctting his men in atay, 
calleth vnto Iſtael, and admoniſheth them to remem - 
ber that they had forſaken their God, and therefore 
ſhouldnot proſper: amongeſt other thinges he com- 
meth to this preſent point: and ſayth: Haue you not 
driuen away the Prieſts of the Lord, the ſonnes of Aa- 
ron and the Leuites, and haue made you ptieſtes like 
the people of other countries, & c. And againe, but we 
belong to the Lord our God, and haue not forſaken 
him, and the prieſts the ſonnes of Aaron miniſter vn- 
tothe Lord, and the Leuits in their offices, &c,and a- 
zine.Bchold, this God is with vs as a Captaine,and 
fis pticſts with the ſounding trumpets to cry alatum 
againſt you. O yee children of [{rac}, fight not againſt 


e lord God of your ſathers, for you ſhal notprofe 


pay 
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per, Loe here what courage; and confidence,the true 
order of Gods miniſterie may breede and bring forth. 
in the day ot a dangerous battel, let vs heare the {u- 
ceſſe. Ieroboam cauſed an ambuſh to compaſſe luda 
behinde, ſo that the battel was behinde & before: but 
the men of luda cryed vnto the Lord, the ptieſts ble 

the trumpets, and the people gaue a ſnoute: and the 
men of Iſrael fled before them, and were ſlaine with 
an exceeding great ſlaughter, ſo that there fel done 
wounded of Ifrael, ooooo. ot choſen men, and Iſracl 
was brought vnder, and luda pteuailed, becauſe they 
ſtayed vpon the lord God of their fathers. Ok happy 
ſucceſſe: oh wonderful victory, bleſſed is that people 
vho can followe this example, to reforme themſelues 
after Gods lawe, and to order the churches with theſe 
holy adminiſtrations, & ſanctiſied works which God 
hath appointed, & to leaue the proude, antichriſtian, 
prophane, vncleane, lame, blinde offices and officers, 
of countries eſtranged from God, and the vnholy & 
defiled rites and ceremonies of the vntighteous Ba- 
bilon, from whence we are returned vnto the city of 

the liuing God. WH 
Tree ſpecial Let vs nowe looke vnto the church; and ſee whe 
Church. ther al be well and ſafe: namely whether it were not 
beiter & fafer to haue reformation after Gods word: 
1.1m.3-15-, the Church is called Gods houſe , the miniſters are 

Cab. Oo ds ſtewards, ſet in by him, and noe man is to rake 

Mb 54 this honor —_ he be called, and'thofe he putteth 

1.Cor 12.6. in office haue talents, theſe workethe workes of God, 
nN | both toſpeake the oracles of God, and to miniſter of 

48.20.27, the abilitie which God miniſtreth, delivering that 

which they receue of the Lord, & teaching the whole 
counſell of God that the church may obſcrue-whatſd- 

* Re cuet 
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euer Chriſt hath commaunded, & that without ſpottxl a. «1,26; * 
and vnrebukeable vntil the appearing ofour Lord le- Tn. 6. 14. 
lus Chriſt, When therefore it is already declared, and N 
al men may ſee that many offices, workes, & tites, are 
added to that of Chriſtes out of the houſe of Anti. 
Chriſt, & that many of theſe, want that which Chriſt 
hath appointed, and that the houſe of Godis daubed 
with yatempered morter of mans deuiſe, with hey & 
ſlubble not agreeing with the foundation, and that 
the church is his true ſpouſe, and with vs is maimed; Chriftwany + 
in many members, and her nakednes & woundes cos gere w 
uered, with the filthy and ſtinking cloutsand patches cvurches ane 
borowed of that damnable whore of Rome, Chriſtes 
mortall enemie . Icannot tell howe it can be ſafe for 5 
our churches if they be not reformed; for if we be the Cor. 6.16. 
temple of God, and he dvyelleth amonge vs, we are to 
knowe, that he calleth vs to come out of Babilon, and 
to ſepetate our ſelues, & to touch noe vncleane thing 
that he may receiue vs: & if we ſuffer our lerd Chriſt 
to ſtand and knocke at our doores, as it is ſayd in the cand. 3. 2 
Canticles, til his head be ful of dewe, and his lockes 
with the droppes of the night: & we as haltea ſleepe 
and halfe a wake , are loath to goe out of our warmo 
beddes, to put one our clothes, and to foule our feet: 
it may come to paſſe, that when we would open vnto 
him, he wil be gone, and when we ſnal ſeeke him, we q 
ſnal not ſiad him, and call forhim, & he not anſwere: : 
and that counterfeit watchmen, ofthe wicked Sina- 5 
goguc, ſhall finde vs, and beat vs, as in times paſt, and 
take awaye the vaile of Chriſt from vs: then will wee "7 
thinke,that it had bene better to haue beene zcalous — 
and opened ynto him, that he might haue come in, & R.. 20 
ann, E 444 OJ = 
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S. Tun. 2.15. 
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To leaue out all other thinges, eſpecially, becauſe 
they are partly contained in the former teaſons: there 
are two things, that men marucilouſly ſtand vpon, for 
the vpholding of this Antichriſtian lordlines, and v. 
ſurpation of Church gouernment: the dignitie ofthe 
Miniſtery,and the vnity ofthe Church: two thinges 
of veiy great waight, whereof the one is ſo great, that 
euery miniſter ought to loołe very carefully to it, ſtu- 
dying to ſhe himſelfe approoucd, a workeman that 
needeth not to bee aſhamed, deuiding the worde of 
truth aright:ſpeaking, exhorting, and rebuking withal 
authority: the other is ſuch, thatif it be not looked vn 
to, the contrary thereof, is the ruine and downfall of 
the Church, as it is written : if you bite and deugure 
oneanother,take heed leaſt you be conſumed, one of 
another, Now ſay they, it there were not L. Bb. the 
pore miniſters would be borne downe, and made no 
account of, but they are a countenaunceand defence 
vnto them, and whereas;cuery one would be maiſter, 
and doe as they liſt, by them, men are kept in awe, and 
things are made quiet: therefore you know not what 

ou do, when you go about to pull them down, Sure- 

y,agoodly ſhewar the firſt ſight, but not ſuch as will 
abide the breath of God. Is not Chriſt ſufficient, that 
hath promiſed to be with his ſeruants vnto the worlds 
end, to countenance and defend his miniſtery, as wel 
as he did three hundreth yeares togethet, when al the 
power of carthly authoritie was againſt it, and ſball he 
need now adeuiſe which hee long ſince ſorbad: ſay - 
ing, it ſhall not beſo with you, but he that will be gre- 
teſt, let him be your ſeruant, eſpecially, when hee hath 


reared vp the chriſtian magiſtrate, to bee a nutſe · mo · 
cher io his church, udo defend ul he mere 
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lings: and is not Chriſt by his owne order, as wel able 
to keepe his church in vnity, as by that which hee ab- 
horted: and may not alſo the ciuill ſa ord (if need re- 
quire) belpe to bridle the inſolent and vnruly? 
Baut in very deed, theſe men are greatly deceiued, 
who rhinke, that either vnity, or good miniſters , are 
furthered by their lurdſhips: for as theit callinges aro 
not of God, ſo they countenance ſuch as arc like them 
ſelues, corrupt offices and workes , Cathedral ehur- 
ches, non· reſidence, plural . ies, dumb Idoll miniſters, 
& c. Theſe, it they ſubſcribe, and ſhewe them ſelues 
confort mable, though they ſlay neuer fo many ſoules, 
ſhall be borne out and countenaunced to the vtmoſt. 
I would we had not too lamentable experience: what 
a countenance is this: that though a man liue neuer ſo 
honeſtly.preach Chriſt neuei ſo ſoundly, wiſely, and 
proficably, yet if he anſwere not their expectation, in 
that baſtardly goue/nement, and canonicall obedi- 
ence, he (hall be as much regarded as though he were 
the vileſt man aliue: and I would it were not true, that 
yery wicked men ate maintained, while good men ate 
ut out, and can any thing bee more to the contempt 
ot the Miniſtety & rent of the church, and making of 
ſeiſme, then when men are quiet, and follow theit cal · 
ling. with great care of the peace of the church, they 
ſhould be called forth to ſubſcribe, to humain conſti · 
tutions, is vnto the boke of God: & without due time 
of ex imination, conſideration, & reſolution, to be ſu. 
ſpended or deptiued, and toſſed from court to court: 
what can make the goſpel more hated, then to ſee bad 
fellows, & dumb Idols to be ſet ftee, with credite and 
commendacion, & they that haue woon many — 
0 7 * 


1 To TRE II. or THE COVNSTI. bebeft forthe churches x 
well doing, as ſhe doth all other ſubiectes in their cal · 
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feare of God, & duty to her Maieſty, by diligent prea- 
ching: euen againſt the law of God and man, to be in- 
tangled with troubles, torne and turmoiled with di- 
ueis moleſtations. e | 

And is this the fruit of vnity, that is pretended? to 
beginne the quartell with the quiet, and to purſue it 
with all violence, to male them, who in towne and 
countty were very greatly at vnity, tooke ſweet coun - 
ſell togither, for the profiting of the church, to be now 
ſundted as ſtrangers? O Lord deliuer my ſoule from 
ſuch honour and vnitie. and deliver thy pore ſeruant: 
from ſuch bondage and conteinpt, and thy Churches 
from ſuch reproches and diſturbance. + | 

But if theſe diſorders were remooued.and Chriſts 
Diſcipline planted, where were all theſe miſchieſes: 
they would be throwen into the bottome oſthe Sea: 
then would be the glory and beauty of the miniſtery, 

SEE: in the true worke of cucry calling, and the power of 

akon a ar ale the ſpirit, which accompanicth the ſame: then would 

cauſeo/conten- be the vnity of the Church, when their cauſes of con- 

o αν tention ſhould be taken away, and the houſe of God, 

ioyned and built with the right ſtuffe & gold of God, 
and Gods grace in the middeſt of it. Then ſhould the 
Papiſt quaile, to fee the glory of Chriſtes kingdome: 
then ſhould the Annabaptiſt waile, that he hath abu- 
ſed Gods people: Then ſhould the Atheiſt be forced 
ta ſtand amazed, at the woonderfull brightnes of the 
chaſt and holy ſpouſe of God , looking forth, as the 

Cantic.69. morning. faire as the moone, pure as the ſunne, terti · 

| ble, as an army with banners: For this I hope, all de- 

All diſorder & . ; k 

fciſme, by brea- VINES will grant me, that there neuer was, ot can be in 

kg Chrilts t he church, by the merabers thereof, any diſhonour, 

e ſcilme, diſorder, ot diſquietnes, but by the breach oo 
714.3} N. c 
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the law, and order of Chriſt : whereof. in all the com- 
laints of Gods ſpirite, you ſhall finde theſe, and ſuch 
ike phraſes. Diuiſions and diſcenſions, contrary to Rom-16.7- 
the doctrine ye haue teceiued. I haue receiued of the; v 
Lorde, that which alſo delivered vnto you. With- 2. Te 3-14: 
draw yourſclues from euery brother, that walketh in AY | 
ordinatly, and not after the inſtruction which hee re- Math. 13. C. . 
ceiued of vs. As many as walke acording to this rule, | 
p_ ſhalbe vppon them. It is not the pertwaſion of :.Tim.4.3. 
im that calleth you, you haue made the commaun- l. 3.14.20 
dement of God of no authority by your traditions: & y 
ſuch like: therefore I may boldely holde, that Chriſts 143-4 
Church gouernement is beſt for the Church cuerie 
way, and namely for the honour and vnitie thereof. 

And hete I moſt humbly beſeech the reuerend fa- ,,, _... 
chers, by the mercies of God our father, by the conſo- i tech to ibo 
lation which is in Chriſt leſus our Sauiour, & by the B. 
fc!lowſhip of the ſpirit, by whom we be rencwed, ſet 
ting apart, al affection to themſclues, and faction with 
others, in a ſimple and ſingle eie, to conſider theſe few 
things. Firſt, that ſeeing by themſelues, in their pub · 
like ſermons, and writings, and other bookes, ſet forth 
with authority and priuilege: The ſeekers of reforma- ©. 
tion, may learne, that the gouernement and ditection Thomas B. of 
by Gods worde, preuaileth more, than any deuiſe of Lincoluepay.s 
man: and that there ate infinite examples, of vnarmed 


men, who obeying gods commandements, haue ſca · ie 


tered the moſt puiſſant armies of the inſidels, and of 2g 16 
moſt mightic Emperors, who for mingling ſomtime, 
and ſometime chaunging the precepts of the Lorde, 
with their inuentions, haue com vnder moſt vile b on- 


dage: And þ,wher the people are not taught, they can 
- . duly obeied, 


not ſerue God, the Prince is not ſo dut 
| 3 
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D. son in h · the rebellion in the North is proofe ofthat, And that 


1 this authotity which you haue, was not ordained by 


gucitions. pa. j the cõmandement of Chriſt, for his Apoſtles, but by 


| dtenceofthe ſufferance of other Bb. and that onely with this prero- 


Queenes(upre- gatiue, that in all doubtes of doctrine or diſcipline 
Pag. j. Archbb. and patriarks might aſſemble thereſt of their 
brethren, or conſule them with letters, & ſee that ob. 

Luther on 1. ferged which the moſt part of chem determined. So 
Pat-g-rer-3* that the Biſhops are greater, then Miniſters or Elders, 
rather by cuſtome, then by any truth of che Lords ap- 

V. Nowelin pointment, and ought to gouernethechurch in com- 
vu Catechuſme mon, and that there is deſcribed out of Gods worde, 
bor B. a certaine order of governance and forme of Eccleſia- 
ſtical diſcipline, which ought to be obſerued in cucry 

Church, if it be well ordered: which by deſite of im- 

punitic,and libertie to ſin, is long ſince decayed, And 

ſeeing we haue molt plainely and perfectlie teaching, 

the whole diſciplin out of the word of god, & ancient 

writers, and Cannons of the Church, tranſlated into 

the Engliſn tongue. Petet Martirs Common places, 

Caluins - Inſtitutions, Bullingers Decads, Bexaes con- 

feſſions, the Apoligie of the Proteſtants of Fraunce, 

and diuers others : Whereof, ſome I haue ſeene lying 

openly to be read in ſome ofyour gtet chambers, ſome 

are commanded to bee ſtudied, by the vnlearned mi- 
Keevingont ®f niſtety, and all printed with publike allowance. Here 
pune.lirlecom- I ſay, you are to conſidet, whether it be equal and iuſt, 
dente thek. for you to do contrary to your doctrine: to puniſh o- 
thers for ſeeking humbly , that reformation in Diſci- 

pline, which by your meanes, they haue learned to be 
according to Gods worde or what comfort you can 
haue in your conſciences, (if God ſhould bur a little 
call you to account) to ſtand ſo ſtiffe for that, you can · 
* not 
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not but confeſſe to bee of mans cuſtome, againſt that 
which was of Chriſts inſtitution, And laſtly, whether 
ou can be ſayd to haue a care of the ſafety of her Ma- 
jeſtie, and the good flonſhing eſtate of this land, eſpe- 
cially now, when God calleth vs vnto repentance and 
reformation by many troubles, when you do ſo æger - 
ly ſighit for that, which made the mightie Emperors, 
vile ſlaues, and that againſt ſuch a thing, as made the 
naked men great conquerours. 

Sccondly, ſeeiag that nowe thirtie yeares, taking 
vpon you, the gouerning of all the Churches in Eng- 
land, you haue put out more godly, learned, and zca- Litlegoodin 


30. yeare: by all 


lous Miaiſters , for your owne traditions: then you cur Bb.gouer- 
haue remooued, of other vnfit and vngodly, for brea- aint. 

king Gods commaundements: and that S. Paule ha- 

uing but a while preached at Creta, an Iſland of an 

handreth Cities, left Titus there atter his departure, to 

ſer all thiags in order, and namely, a learned miniſte 

in euery Citic , (and that without helpe of the ciuill T. 3. 
Mazgiltrate) appointing him to ſtaye but till winter, 

and then to come to him to Nicapolis, Conſider l be- 

ſeechyou , that in ſo many winters and ſummers, in 

this little Iſland, you haue done ſo little good, and cry 

out ſtill, it is impoſſible to haue a learned Miniſterie, 

when you haue the moſt renowned Prince in the 

world for teligion, to backe you with ciuill power and 
countenance . At it is to her immortall fame, to grue 

you this libertie & authority, thinking it not to much a 
to u to great dignity and honour : ſo, wey . 
wich your ſelues, what may bee thought of you, that 

haue ſs meanely diſcharged the great truſt commit- 


ted vnto . 
Thirdly where you ſeye, that 2 of 


* 
— 
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Thegodly (-e- reformation, contend about triſles, (which is notſo) 
ker-ot reforms and that they ought not for ſmall matters, to diſturbe 
not lot trie. the peace ofthe Church , and prouoke her Maieſtie. 
Conſider I pray you: whether that, when you doe lo. 

carneſtly ſtand to maintaine them, and are not as car- 

neſt againſt the greater offences, ſuffeting thouſands 

of ſoules to perilh, by ignorant miniſters and non · re · 

ſidents, youtithe not mint, and leaue out the waigh- 

tie matters of the law, and whethet you ought not for 

the peace and good of the Church, to yeeld to your 

ea. 13. l. . brethren, in that you count ſmal matters (as Abraham 
did to Lot) eſpecially, ſeing youcannot deny, but that 
they leck that which Cod commandeth,& refuſe that 
which is of mans ordinance, & that, notas new fang - 

led heads and fingular, but with the agreement and 

conſent of moſt approoucd, both olde and new wri. 

ters, and as moſt reformed Churches haue alſo deter- 

mined and practiſed. Conſidet I beſcech you here- 

. Cor. 14.36, in, whether the word of God went from you, or came 
onely vnto you, and that when in ſo many years, you 

Moe Bb. wake haue found theſe thiages to be inconuenient, itvvere 
to their owne lot your duty, to do as the Apoſtleſaith, that in lawtul 
hath thiags, which were not proſitable, he would not bee 
i Cor. b. ia. brought inſubieRion vnto any thing, which/while 
you neglect: Conſider I pray you, vhethet it bee not 

you, that diſtutbe the peace of the Church, and pro · 

uoke the good and peaceable mindeof our gracious 

e gay your brethren, and that you haue 

not uy ofa wy hecde,lcalt 75 maiſter of the houſe 

come ſuddenly vpon you, and fiad you beating your 
fellow, and —— — | 4 wh 499k ute 
Laſtly, wheras you miſtruſt ſome Machiauilian plot, 


by doepe ſleighis, to maintaine this conrencion, ye 


Math 
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the bringing forth of divers miſchiefs, noyſome to re- Aue * 


ligion and godlines, and hurtfull to yout ſelues. Con- 
fider I beſeeche you, whether it bee not in you to pre- 
vent itz For if you would leaue diſcountenauncing of 
your brethren, for that which you call ſmall matters, 


the people of 
Eug by T. C 


Annmarrin, 
Page 14-3Fs 


and ioyne with them in humble ſuite to her Maicſtie, 10 the Bb. 


to rake away all the ſtumbling blocks of offence, or at 
leaſt wiſe, 0btaine ſome godly toleration, if you wold 
notleaue your brethren, nay oppoſe your ſelues, ex 
profeſſo, againſt them, and haue your cares ſo open 
to popiſn information, and malicious accuſe tion, and 


to remedy mas» 


ny miſchicts, 


force them by oth;to betheir owne accuſers. Yf you Luke. 6.16 


could ſee what it is, to bee ſo highly commended,by 
open tecuſants, and deſperate Atheiſts, and that the 
wotſer ſort of people vnder the ſhadowe of your pro- 
ceedings, begin to make an head, and to bee ſtrong a- 
gainſt the goſpell, and the ſincere profe ſors thereof: 
you night eaſily cut in ſundet, and breake to powder, 
all the pollitixereaches which you feare: For what is 
it, that the ioyned labours of faithfull brethren might 
not do: But when you make light of theſe things,wey 
with your ſelues I'pray you, whether you haue not 
great cauſe to ſuſpect, your own inconſiderat doings, 
and to feare, if God preuent it not, your dealing with 


your brethren (as Eliab with David) be not voluntae . 5.15.5. 


inſtruments of your on overthrow;and of the go. 
Bell white you weaken your ſelues, by cuttj 8 fi6' 
you,your faithfull brethren, by vniuſt ſeperation, and 
ihat (which many men bewaile, when they beholde 
the increaſe of yourgittes, and other your de 
whither it be not fulſilledin you, which is prophecied 
againſt them that teach the feare of God by mens pre · 
copies namely a ſtuange worte and a woonder: The 

nber M wiſedome 
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Eh. 5. i;. ia wiſedome of the wiſe ſhal periſh, &c. I pray God giue 
vs all grace, hat we be not way ward conceited, and o- 
piniate by c ontention & vaine glory, prouoking one 
another, ind enuying one another, but that our care 

may be vnited to tender the yong lambes,for whome 
Chriſt leſus out Lord and Saviour, did ſhed his moſt 
precious bloud. 

The end ofthe Seeing then, that the Diſcipline of Chriſt , doth 

eecall caſou. moſt properly teach euety ſoule to execute and prac- 
tiſe good lawes, both for the conſtant doctrine, conti - 
nually taught, & alſo for the Elderſhip being at hand, 
without charge of penaunce, reforming the diſobedi- 
ent, and that the othergouetnment miniſtreth leſſe a- 
ble men, and practiſeth the cenſures a far of, by a per- 
ſon vatic, with chaunge of penaunce, and that wicked 
men, loue this, and hate that, and that this kepeth out 
good men, and that helpeth them in: ſeing, by the or- 
ders of Chriſt, the Quęenes ſafty is beſt provided for, 
being a thing of obedience vnto proſpenty: and by it, 

ll the helpes of Antichriſt be remooued;and the other 
ordets, haue alwais hurt the lawfull authority of pria- 

ces, and to be chiefe B. in one countrey, is all one, as 

to be chief Biſhop in one Empire, and theſe haue hurt 

kings, as well as our Popes the Empetour: and that by 

tne common law and theſe offices, there is a hope left, 

for the deadlieſt enemy to her Maicſty to entet in, & 
that Papiſts (who in conſcience can neuer be true, not 

by rewards bee made faichfull) ate fit for ſuch offices, 

to couerthemſelucs and others, that fot lacke of tea. 

ching, and by licenſes, the breed of Papiſts is not hin · 

dred, neither can the doubtfull be every where teſol 

ued,and that Chriſts lawes do take away all theſe, and 
male faithfull and obedient ſubiects, keeping out ihe 
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recuſants, and bewraying the leſuits, and thatthe ill 
orders do hardly intreat tne doers oi ſuch good works 
and that Chriſts Diſcipline, doth giue all kings their 
wt titles, prerogatiues, and dignities ouer allperſons 
in their dominions,and that in all cauſes, keeping out 
alignorant, wicked, and flattering men, waking ſtrong 
Flcague with chriſtian Princes, to her immortal fame, 
and feare to the enemy, ſeeing that by this holy diſci- 
pline of GO D, the Nobility and Comminalty haue 
their tight: are freed from diuers wrongs and diſtur- 
ee e to themſelues, & their chil · 
dren, being terrible to the wicked, & eaſie to ihe god- 
ly: ſeeing that by Diſcipline, there can be no feare of 
rebellion, but a ſure confirmation of peace, when all 
hope ſhall be taken away from the knowne aduerſary - 
of recouering ſtrength in this Lande, beholding the 
Lords hand to proſper this worke, and that the Lord 
ſhal not be prouokedagainſt vs, for our diſobedience: 
and that by this, the wealth and honour of the realme 
are incteaſed, and contentions, and braw les, and vn» 
neceſſary pleas preuented and alaied: & that idle men, 
of all ſorts, might be ſet in order, and poore men great. 
ly comforted . Seeing that this maketh beſi for war, 
as in the preparation topreuentall ſeducers ofthe du - 
tiful ſubiect, and by inſtruction, to make men reſolute, 
in the right. ſo that they wil not be drawen aſter great 
or ſmall, not murmure at any paines, or charges reaſo · 
nable, but be alwaies willing, ready, and cheerefull to 
ſerue her Maieſty: and that G O D hath giuen them 
eat ſtore of munition, and faithfull ſouldiers, who 
followed his ordinaunce, and puniſhedrhe contrary, 
and that in the war it ſelfe, it maketh courage to fight, 
and patience to beare extremities, vnited to 3 
1 28 ce 
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91 
dience of the Magiſtrate, making Princes in time of 
danger bold and conſident, and in the end victorious. 

Laſtly, ſeeing that Chriſt hath ordained all manner 
of offices and workes of his Church, for the right or- 
derin s and eſtabliihing thereof: and therefore irisvn- 
neceſſary, and an vngodly thing, prouoking Gods an- 
ger to defile it with the things of Antichriſt, and that 
Chriſt doth call vs to tepentaunce, and that hee hach 
promiſed ſufficiently to defend his Church in honour 
and vnity, by his owne order and meanes by him ap- 
e and hath added for that purpoſe, the ciuill 

agiſtrate, and that by theſe diſorders, all diſnonor to 
the good Miaiſterie, and diſturbaunce to the Church 
hath bene btoched, and neuer any diſhonor, confuſi - 
on, or diſquietnes, did or can come to the Church, by 
the members thereof, but by violating the ſacred lawe 
of Chriſt. I beſeech, and humbly mooue your honors 
to conſider, whether it be not the beſt and ſureſt polli- 
cie, fot our eſtate in England, to reforme all diſorders 
after the worde of God. and to ſet vp that Church go- 
uernment which Chriſt hath ordeined,and the Apo- 
ſtles practiſed and no other. s 

Nove, if in ciuill pollicie, all that I ſayd were no- 
thing, (which I am verily perſwaded is not ſo) yet vn- 
to Chriſtians, there is further matter, and more reaſon 
tor vpholding of that diſcipline vhich God ordained 
For we by profeſſion (if wee bee not counterfeit) by 
beliefe alſo of the heart, looke not onely to haue pro- 
miſes of this life,by Chriſt our Lord and ſauiour, but 
alſo of the life to come, and do know that we ſhall all 
appeare before the ſeat of Chriſt , whoſhall come a- 
Ki to take account of his ſeruants,& of euery man, 


and render vnto euery one according to the workes 
TOW" which 
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which he hath done in his body, either good or bad, 
and that theſe are to bee iudged! by the lawe of God, . 
& not of man: Therefore, when we know theſe thi 
arethe commaundements of God , and thatſuch as Ly is, 
continue obſtinate in the breach thereof, without te- Tin. 1-9-9, 

ntance, ſhall notinherite the kingdome of heauen: G3.3.21. 
it were not good pollicy for vs to obtain alitle peace, 
wealth, honour, and eaſe in this world, to purchaſe al E1ke.»6.35+7 
miſerie, diſquietnes, anguiſhe, ſhame and torment in 1 Con. 5.2. 
the world to com, for loue of ourbodies, to leeſe both · | 
"ou and ſoule: for an earthly crowne, to leeſe a hea: Heb.11.25. 
uenſie, forthe pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon, tolceſe the 
pleaſures of the righteous God for euer, and toauoyd . 
a light and momentany affliction among men, tolecſc 
an eternall & exceeding waight of glory: when kings Reuel. 6. 15. 
of the earth, great men, rich men, and the chiefe Cap- . 
taines, the mighty men, and euety bond man, and free 
man ſhallcouctto hide them ſelues in the great and 
terrible day from the lambe: when hee that hath not 
on the wedding garment ſhall be ſpeechleſſe, and the Math. 22-12, 
euill ſeruant and ſlothfull, ſhall haue his tallent taken a. 2 
from him, and ſuch as thinke he will deferre his com- Reuel. 15. 20. 
ming. and beꝑin to ſmite his fellowes, and eat & drink 
with the drunken, ſhall bee cut off and caſt into vttet 
darkenes : when the beaſt andthe falſe Prophet (hall 
be taken & caſt aliue into the lake of fire,burningwith 
brimſtone, and all vncleane thinges whatſoeuer, Worrr. 
keth abhomiuation or lies, ſnal be kept out of the ho- ep. 24.10; 
ly and heauenly leruſalem, and they that adde or take 120 
away from Gods booke: ſhall haue the plagucs there. · Ther. x 
in written , and leeſe their part in the booke of life, 
when the lord leſus ſhal ſhew himſelfe from heauen, 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, rendering ven- 

3 geance 


| 
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geince vnto them thatdo notknow God, and which 
obey not the goſpell of our Lord leſus Chriſt, which 
ſhallbe puniſhed with euerlaſting perdition, from the 

preſence of the Lotd, & the glory of his power, when 

e ſhal come to be gloriſied in his ſaints, & to be made 


Fant 1 marueilous in thẽ that beleeue: then ſhall it be found 


| the beſt and ſureſt pollicy,to haue heard Moſes & the 
Fohiſ's.26,.) Prophcts,f beloued ſon of god: then ſhal it be known 
dtnhatthe temple of the Lord is built vpon the founda- 
ton of the apoſtles & prophets, leſus Chriſt being the 
“CdC&lief corner ſtone: and that he hath given gifts fot the 
gathering together of the ſaints, for the worke of the 
miniſtery, & tor the edification of the body of Chriſt, 
til we all meettogither, in the vnity of faith,and know- 
ledge of the ſonne of God vatoa perfect man, and va- 
to the meaſure of the age of the fulnes of Chriſt. 
** Nowe, while wee of good and ſingle meaning, o- 
pan of ⸗̊ b-oke pen the neceſſitie ofreformation , other which neuer 
ablesen petaduentute deſerued any thing of the Common- 
provigon for wealth, ſtand gaping to run away with the ſpoiles, of 
ad. ſuch goods as may bee well beſtowed, vpon che great 
| need of many churches . I haue thought good there- 
fore, partly, becauſe it may appeare, that in this ſtile, I 
ſhout not againſt any mans perſon, or enuy or deſire 
his goods: and partly, becauſe it ſeemeth amongeſt 
many, to be a great obiection: how ſufficientliuings 
Howling ſhould ariſe, forthe maintenaunce of a learned Mini- 
Aleumed mini; ſteric: and eſpecially, that it is high time to conſider 
ſteryi»agrear Qf it, before that by leaſing, chopping, and changing 
eas of ſuch things as might lupply the want, it be made in 
deed a hard matter, which as yet, may very well and 
eaſily be done. I haue thought good [ lay)andapper- 


4 


taining to this treatiſe, to ſhewa way how, the 
| ches, 
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ches may haue ſufficient living for an able miniſtery, 


wherin as in the reſt: I only make an humble motion, 
& as it were, the light opening of a window, put your 
wiſedomes in minde of this thing, which Itałke to bee 
one principall matter, worthy conſideration, know. 
ing that with farre more deepnes ofiudgement, and 
ſoundnes of counſell, you are able to enlarge, either 
where it wanteth, or to cut of where it aboundeth. 
Iwo thinges in his hope I ſhall not neede to 
ſand vppon, that is, firſt to ſhewe that there are many 
mean liuings for miniſters, partly by impropriations, 


and partly by the littlenes or ſituation of thepariſhes, Nainkstar as 
for this is in the knowledge of al men very cleare, that niſters. 


there ate diuers liuinges, that are not worth aboue 20. 
markes yearly,ſome twenty pounds, whic hcome no- 
thing neer that competency, that were fit for the man 
of God: who in this laſt age, not having gifts extraor · 
dinary, is driuen to ſtudy much, and thereby his char- 
ges be increaſed, by buying of books and order of di- 
et. & ſomething tor the decenſy of that calling, would 


be conſidered 1a the comlines of aparrell and houſe- 


holde, that it bee not contemptible, and laſtly, it is te- 
quired, that he ſhould keepe hoſpitallity, all which, by 
many degrees cannot come ſo low as twenty marks or 
twenty pound, as if we looke vpon the rtion of 
Gods prouiſion vnder the law, which the holy Ghoſt 


there ſhall wee find, that for the maintenaunce 
of the Miniſterie, they had not onely the tenthes and 
conuenient dwelling places, but euen all the firſt 
fruites, and ot all offeringes of diuers ſottes, and 
they vvere bound to three feaſtes yeate, (be- 
ſides euery nee moone and Sabbaoth) 


uery 


teacheth to be our paterne t. Cor.. 8. . io. it may 1 


wherein e- 
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uings for mi” 


1. Tim. 3. 2. 
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Deut. i 5. & 16 uety male was to appeare before the Lorde, but heo 
Laa. fnightnotcomecmptic: yetin al theſe, and many mo 
charges, they proſpered, though it ſeemed neuer ſo 

chargeable, ſo long as they willingly ſerued God af. 

ter his order, and for ſo much as our land, by the bleſ- 

fing of God, may well be accountedamong thefertile 

and rich ſoiles of the world : I hope we are not ſo vn. 
gratefull, as to tecompence God, witha vile and baſe 
entertainement of his ſeruaunts, vnderſtanding very 
well, that it is a ſmall matter, that the Miniſter ſhould 
reape carnall things of them, vpon whome they ſowe 
ſpirituall things. TIC 

The other thing, which I truſt I ſhall not need 
to ſtand vppon is this: that ſeeing there is neede,and 
that very great, that the miniſtery ſhould be beiter pro 
uided for: Itwere the dutie of the Common wealth, 
to conuettthoſe thinges (which by their foundation 

ws — li- were firſt ment and ordained for the ſeruice of God, 
| betowedons and now haue bene, and are in the opinion of al men 
the mani ke. beſtowed to that vſe) in the time of reformation; ſhuld 
be kept for that very vic, that the reforming of things 

be not thought rather a baitto feede ourbellies,then 

to proceed of any godly zeale,or loue of religion, for 

who would not thiake it a plain mockery of Cod, and 

a ſcorne ot godlines, that men going about to beauti- 

fie the Church. ſhould rob and ranſacke the ſame: and 
12 pretending to further the ſeruice of Cod, ſnould giue 
occaſion to prophane it? This were the moſt diueliſn 
pollicy in the wotld, and the onely ingen almoſt, too- 
Mali. uerthto both Prince and people: For God ſuith, if 
cap 3.9. men offer the blinde and the lame vnto a prince, hee 
would not be content, aor a che perſon, and ſnal 
we thinke that God can put it vp at W the 


1. Cor. 4. 11. 
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things of his holines ſhould belightly regarded, & that | 
his embaſſadouts ſhould bee ſo ſpitefully ſnauen, and *-C0r-5-10- 
their coates cut off to the middle. No, no: hee will not 
take it in good part: for in the zeale of his wrathfull in- 
dignation, hee pronounceth ſuch men accurſed, with a Hag... io 
curſe, becauſe they haue ſpoiled him, and maketh the 
heauen ouer them to ſay it ſelfe from dew, & the earth 
to ſtay her fruit, becauſe his houſe lieth waſt. I hope ta. 
ther we willhearken vnto Solomon, who ſaith: Honour 5 
the Lord with thy riches, and with the firſt fruites ofal! 
thine increaſe: ſoſhall thy barnes be filled with aboun · 
dance, and thy preſſes ſhall burſt with newe wine, Be it 
far from vs in ſo cleare light ofthe goſpel, we ſhould be 
ſlower in this duty, then our forefathers, who did they 
know not what. 
The matter then I will ſtand vpon, is the thing which 
may thus be imployed, what it is, and how it is to be ox - 
dered: The firſt point whatitis , may partly bee vnder- 
ſtood by that which is already ſpoken : for I meane the WU 
Archbb. and L.Bb. liuings,andal the Cathedral chur fesch. 
ches, houſes and lands, & wharſocuer profits adioyned dung fora leare 
excepting the free ſchools, & alms houſes, or ſuch lite, in Rngland. 
which vnto ſome of hem ge FRE d — 
mation, as may a y that which is already decla- 
red, and the . — land requireth, thattheſe a. 
nities or ſpirituall promotions, which are not of Gods 
planting,ſhould be pulled vp by the rootes, & the men 
of thoſe places ſuch as are fit for learning and reuerend 
behauiot ) appliedandtiedto ſome congregation, where 
they ſnould labor to feed ſoules: then would there ho 
many a faire pallace voyd of a maiſter, and goodly hou- 
ſes, chutches, and lands voyd of owners. Here I tabe it 
to bee the duty of the png wealth to keepe theſe 


liuings 


walſtcd all. 
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livings ſtill forthe maintenance of the Miniſtcry,ſeeing 
there is a very great need of them, and to chaunge one- 
liethe order and manner of the applying: that whereas 
before they ſerued to vpholde a lordly pompe, idlenes 
and brauerie in ſome fewe: they mightnowe by a wiſe 
and godly diſtribution, be communicated vnto many: 
for the benefire of many Churches. Thelands, houſes, 
and pallaces may be ſould, and the money beſtowed to 
the redeeming of impropriations and increaſe of ſmall 
livings : and ſurely, this is of all other moſt equall, that 
where the people do pay their tenthes vnderthename 
and proprictie ofthe Churches vſe, they ſhould bee ſo 
applied indeede. And againe: ſee ing the corruption of 
our time, hath made impropriations , as fee ſimple 
landes, they which haue reaſonable recompence for 
the value of them they poſſeſſe, ſhould by no meanes 
thinke them (clues iniured . It is no reaſon that ſceing 
the people do already ſtand burdened with ſuch a great 
charge, that they ſhould bee oppreſſed with a ſecond, 
eſpecially when there is a meanes to relecue them. And 
it is againſt all conſcience, that the Miniſterie ſnould be 
left without iuſt and comely prouiſion & maintenance. 


Forſlownotthe But of all other, it were moſt vnvviſe, and vngodly, to 
time till the By 


and Cathedral G c 
Prelaics haue wealth was neuer ſo rich, by yearely fruits and commo- 


foteſlowe the occaſion, eſpecially when the Common- 


dities. And it is yet more horrible wickednes, that pri- 
uate men (although peraduenture ſome of them haue 
done ſeruice) ſhould preuent the Chureb, and commit 
ſo great ſacriledge. Fot if they deſerue, there is ſufficient 
belides to reward them . There is no good Chriſtian, 
or man, either of valure for fortitude, and wiſedome, or 
ofeſtimation for religion and honeſtye, or ofany good 
name for iuſtice and clemency, can bee of ſo bat c oy 
| 42 7 crulte 


_—— 
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ſcruilea mind, as to grope aſter the ſpoile and hauocke 
of the Churche , or to ſuffer himſelfe to bee rewarded 
with thoſe goodes, which ſhould by all reaſonand con · A goodmen | 
ſcience, be imployed to the ſeruice and immediate ho- banſeife. with 
nour of almigbtie God: But I hope theſe ſpeaches ſhall ien e 
not neede, and that the example of Nehemiah chat ho- the ule bene- 
nourable and zealous Prince, will bee followed in this ft of. 
caſe, he hauing the feare of God before his eies, being 
twelue yeares gouernour ouer the people that teturned 
from Babell: when his labour was to builde the wall of 
Ieruſalem, and to ſet vppe the puritie ofreligion: that 
hee might giue good example to the Princes and Ru- 
lers, and that the people might no way bee ouer char- 
nber ſo the buſineſſe of the Lord might go cheate- 
ully and proſperouſlie forward, as it did indeede. Hee 

not onely tooke nothing to him, which was duevnto 
him, as hee was chiefe Goucrnour, butalſoſpentofthat 
which he had of his ovvne, ſot the common charges of 
the wall, and fedde many at his table, lent his money to 
the poote, redeemed them that vverecaptiue, and cau- 
ſed his ſeruaunts to dee thelike in their place, and that 
all of them came to helpe forvvard the yvorke, The ex- 
ample of Ichoaſh King of luda, is very memorable for . Ning. 12. 
this purpoſe, when the prieſts had neglected the tepay- 

ring of the decaied places ot the Temple (notwithſtan- 

ding the kings commandement) till the three & twen- 

tieth yeare of his raigne, The charge and money for 

that buſineſſe vvas committed to others, who vvere 

ſo farre from gaining by it, that they ſhewed ſuch faith- 

fulneſſe in doing of it, that it was not thought needfull 

that they ſhould giue any accounts of their dooing. If 

euer it pleaſe GOD to giue reformation amongeſt vs, 

I pray God that this mercy in framing of the heartes of 

4 2 all 


Nebe. 5. 10. 14. 
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al ſortes and d after the good of theſe examples, 
may bee alſo a bleſſing vpon vs, as I hope that through 
his tender compaſſion and bounty it will. N 
Now as great a matter ſtandeth in the ſecond po int, 
how this ſhalbe ordered: one ſaith that it would be ve- 
ry good, that it ſnould be all, and all the other church li 
uings likewiſe taken out of the miniſters hands, and that 
Toputalthe they ſnould haue their ſeuerall penſions or ſtipends of 
miniſterzz©® aà reaſonable ſort, for this ſaith he, would be eaſieſt and 
—— quieteſt, ſo that they ſnould be troubled with nothing, 
but to follow their bookes and looketo their charge: if 
it might be ſo indeed, as theſe words do roundly beate 
vs in hand in very good ſhew,it were the beſt, and eue- 
rie miniſter would be glad of the quieteſt way, and moſt 
benefit to the church. Another peraduentute is of a di- 
uers mind, & thinłeth it very inconuenient eſpecially at 
this time, hen there is a ſettled prouiſion for moſt pla · 
ces, and that by ſuch a meanes, as is no great trouble to 
the miniſter, that wil not wilfully be a loyterer.Itis bet - 
ter to keepe a good way which we haue,then to follow 
a new, and change for the worſe: and truly this latter, a- 
greeth moſt with pollicy for the ſtate, and with benefite 
£4 che ee, bot me ſtate, it is found a point of tryed 
policy to alter as few things as may be, (eſpecially when 
they are good and well) — the —— 1 had a 
long cuſtome or intereſt, for this is a way vnto mutmu- 
rings, diſcontentment, ſtirsand ſedition,and the people 
will quickly ſuſpect, that for the priuate gaine of ſome 


fewe,ſuch thinges are inuented, when they ſceplainly 
that it is very well already. I doubt it will bee found a 
hard meaſureto ſome , an vnluckie peece of worke to 
begin, heauy in the carriage,and a day of blacknes vnto 
poſtetitie. Secondly, there muſt bee offices erected and 

augmen· 
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augmented, and a great many men muſt haue leaſes or 
ſome other authoritie and office to gather the fruits: and 
what will come of this (which tequiteth many deuices) 
a man cannot tell at the firſt ſight, neither ſhall heſceall 
the miſchiefs till it be praQtiſed: hut this muſt needs fall 
out, that many men for gathering the fruites, for recea« 
uing and paying againe, muſt haue a fleece, and ſo the 
church ſhalbeſhortncd & ſhorne of her right, bya need- 
les occupation: when the people ſhal pay peraduenture 
well the more, for he that hireth muſt liue Lok againe, 
whenthe right & property is out oſ the churches hold: 
it may offer occaſion in time, that it ſhall bee taken 8 
altogeather, and then there will be iniury to the churc 
and oppreſſion of the people. 

But theotheriseuery way better: Firſt, it is eaſier to 


be done when there remaineth no more but the due ex- Th N 
aminations of the liuinges, and to redeeme theimpro- toprouide for 


priations, and to augment the ſmallerliuings: it is with - 
out all ſuſpicion, for we ſee the practiſe, we know it to be 
good, and neede not feare any ill to come ofit: and it is 
more iuſt, for then the whole liuing goeth that waye it 
ſnould, and the people wil the better away with it, part- 
lye, becauſe they ſec it is beſtowed according to their 
mind, & partly, becauſe they are likely to be better vſed 
and the miniſter for his part ſhall be better able to keepe 
hoſpitality, & to feed the pore by the vſe of ſuch things 
as atiſe by that meanes, and that whichis no ſmall com» 
modity, hee may let out part or all. as hee ſhall find moſt 
for his eaſe, and beſt for his profite, and if there doe any 
benefit atiſe, this openeth the doore to him, wheras the 
other way penneth him in to one certaine place, bee it 
good or be it bad: and it may be, that his neighbours of 
good will for his eaſe, will gather his fruits for _—_— 
| 3 "1 
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he ſhal faueal,thatby the other way ſhould be loſt, both 


to him and the people: Btiefly, the inote one looketh in 

the compariſon of theſe two wais,the mote he ſhal pet · 

cciue,that the order nowe eſtabliſhed, is the beſt:it the 

impropriations were redeemed, and theſmall liuinges 

increaſed, Now for the furthering of this good worke, 

there are two things to be added, which will helpe this 

Vaiting of (mal matter very well: Firſt, the vniting of diuers little pari- 

une anger ſhesin one, a thing of common practiſe, out of which 

ry > 22 

commeth this commodity, the liuing is increaſed: and 

by the number ofthe people, there are the more wiſe 

men to bee choſen for Eccleſiaſticall officers : and the 

church ſhalbe the mote cumly, and as eaſily taught in a 

dene ces wich- in aner. The next is, there are certaine thinges ſcattered 

11 hcere and there without cure, theſe may bee ioyned to 
tedrorheſmal- helpethe [mallerliuings, ' 154 h 

rh Path 6 Then as touching theim propriations:in ſome there 


Refigningand I5 great eaſe, & in ſome there is no greathardnes, Thoſe 
redeemingof which be in L. Bb. hands, and pertaining to theſe great 
I mpropriations 


by Bb. & Ca- churches, may eaſily be redeemed, if they be ſent from 
rnedeall livings whence they came:there need be no charge: and I dout 


vil be a good 


means main l Ot, but the third part will bee thus redeemed : but it 
tuae a learned there bee any in the Queenes poſſeſſion, ox of any tem- 
malen. porall maa, orin Colledges, the landes and houſes and 
othet tempotalities of the L. Bb.and other great Chur. 

ches may be imployed to tedeeme them: Ithe conſide- 

ration and account of theſe things, bee committed to 

wiſe and godly men, inhabiting in euety ſhire, vvhere 

10. 11.4. fuch liuings & churches are (as Toſhua appointed 3. of 
euery tribe to walke through 5̊ land to deſcribe it) ĩt wil 

eaſily be found out, that ßᷣ living ofthe miniſtery will be 

brought to a good and cumly meaſure : and that euety 

Church would haue at the leaſt two hundreth markes 

| yearely 
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yearly for the Paſtour and teacher, and ſome aboue two 

hundred pound, which might alſo bee holpen in ſome Tic v 
places by tithe wood and medowe , and a greater ſiſe — wh in 
ofpaſture,whereſuch things are either notpaied,or not ſome places. 
according to the value of the tenths by much, 

But here groweth a queſtion: What ifthe L. Bb. and The overplus 
the Cathe drall churches come to more then will ſerue 2 — 
for the redeeming of the impropriations, or leſſe: If may pay fl 
more, (as I am vercly petſwaded it will) it may ſerue to — 
recompence the wonted firſt fruites and tenthes, which 
were from theſe ſeas and churches, it may ſerue to ere 
in all ſhires, a Lecture of al ſciences, that ſuch as cannot 
put their ſonnes to Cambridge and Oxford, may haue 
them in the free Schooles, and after by thoſe Lectures 
brought throughallatts: which would greatly increaſe 
learned and wiſe men in this land, and make aflorithing 
time, 5 

But if it ſhould fall ſhort of our teckoning, there is yet 1fBb. and Ca- 
an eaſie helpe, that is, a free beneuolence, and as it were eee 
an offting of all ſortes of people, yong and old through ge-cral beneuo 
this land: this way hath the church of God beene veric r 
much holpen and advanced, and who is it that willnot 
be willing to further ſuch a worthy, honorable and ho- 
ly wotke. In the time of Moſes, when hee built the Ta- Exed.z6.5.6. 
bernacle, & made the altars & prieſts garments, things qurforfathers 
ofa wonderfull great charge, for gold, ſiluer ſilke, preti liberat a 
ous ſtones, incenſe and ali cofily thinges: The people church. - 
came ſo willingly, and offered ſo plentifully, that there 
was to much, ſo that Moſes proclaimed that they ſhuld 
offer no more. And when Hezekiah commaunded to 2. chron. 31.4. 
bring a part to the ptieſts and leuites, to incourage them 
in the lawe, they brought in ſuch abundance, that they 
did cat and were filled, and yet there remained plentie 


in 
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in heapes that they had made. And in Dauids time for 
i Cron. 39.6: the building of the Temple, the Princes of the families, 
and the Princes ofthe tribes of Iſraell, and the captains 
of thouſandes,and of hundrethes, with therulers of the 
kings worke, offered willingly, and gaue for the houſe 
of God five thouſand talents of golde, and 10000. pec- 
ces, & 10000, talents of ſiluer, 18000. talents of biaſſe, 
100900, talents of lron, and they with whom precious 
ſtones were found, gaue them tothe treaſure: and the 
people reioyced when they offcred willingly, for they 
offered willingly vnto the Lord, with a perteRhart,and 
Dauid the king alſo reioyced with great ĩoy. And there 
is no reaſon to feare the contrary in our time, of which 
it is written: the people ſhall offer willingly in the time 
oftheaſſembly . Idoubt not therefore of Gods mercie 
and bleſſing, it wee were as forward to go about ſuch a 
matter, with ſinglenes of heart, and ſimplicity of Godly 
wiſedome, and would follow after it with earneſtnes of 
zeale, and painfulnes ofłnowledge, forgetting out own 
caſe, pleaſure, wealth and will, to prefetre the true wor- 
ſhip of God, the benefire of our ſoules, the glory of the 
Goſpell of leſus Chriſt, vnto the praiſe of God the fa - 
ther, and this would bee the glory of our land. For thus 
ſpeaketh God vnto his owne people, whom he honou- 
reth with his word, Bring ye all the tithes into the ſtore- 
houſe, that thete may be meat in my houſe, and prooue 
me nowe here with, if L will not open the windowes of 
heauen vnto you, ſaith the Lord ot hoaſtes, it Iwill not 
open the windows of heauen vnto you, and power you 
out a bleſſing without meaſure, & I will rebuke the de- 
uourer for your ſakes : and he ſhall not deſtroy the fruit 
of your ground, neither ſhall your vine be barren in the 
field, faith the Lord ofhoaſts. * 


b TO ru . OF THE COVNSEL, 
III ſhould ſtay here, I might be accuſcd either ofvn · , 
ag orcruelty, of vniuſtice, bicaus Ihaue but ſleight · 7 

yh of her Majeſtics due, in the firſt fruits,tenths, | 
and ſubſidie of the Cleargy (as they call it) and of pre- f 
ſentations neuet a word. The firſt of theſe is che ꝑteateſt 

doubt: for if the common wealth ſtand in need (as it is 

likely in this troubleſome time) then there is good rea · 

— men help without any ptiuiledge, inaſmuch 

as euery one hath part ofthe benefit & comfort, other- 
wiſe, am perſwaded that the royall and chriſtian heart 

of her Majeſty, would as willingly part from it, and e-. 
ſpecially the firſt fruits and tenths, knowing how e they 
came in, as euer Dauid did, who conſidering that it was “ 
the houſe of God and not man, and becauſe hee hada 
delight in the houſe of his God, beſides the great pre- 
paration which he made, of gold, bi aſſe, yron, ſiluer, & 
pretious ſtones of diuers ſorts for py ſanctuaiy, he gaue 
of his own, three thouſand talent of gold of Ophir, & 
ſeuen thouſand talents of fined ſiluer. 

Firſt it may bee ſeene, whether the ouerplusof the Howe firſt 
lands aſter the impropriations bee redecmed, there be & —_— 
not ſufficient to repay the valu of ſo much, astheabun- 1b. C Cathe- 
dance of thoſe br Fruits tenths and ſubſidies of L.Bb. _ — 
and Cathedrall churches do amount, which if ĩt do (as ran war whe 
: Iverely thinke it will, and ſpare it thinges bee handled ry ay hr 
wilely & with a perfect heart)thEthere need no further impropriations | 
dealing forrecompence: & al other churches may be as '; by the oe 
in times paſt: but if not, then the forefaid benevolence i h © 

may ſtop the gap fot the redeeming of che foteſaid im · aid bencuo· 
eee the landes may temaine to this vſe of le 
buying out of the ſaid firſt fruits, which wold be a great 
le to the church, and the burden would not be great, 
at once to giue, euety man p little an 
Dr | C 


F. By the ren- 
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haue a continuall benefit for euer: Beſides that, the mi- 


-niſterie would be better able, and willing at all times, if 


ting thoſe chur. 
ches which are 


Increaſed. 


need be, to giue a beneuolence, to further all neceſſatie 
purpoſes to the eaſe of the common welth,as a recom- 
pence of this kindnes. Joe 114254 
Beſides this ifneed be, thoſe linings that be increa-· 
ſed by the reſtored impropriations, ot otherwiſe: ma 
be ſet vp to hier and greater firſt fruits, tenths and ſubſi- 
dies: and where three or fower, leſſe ot more bee made 
one, they may followe the rate of ſo many, ſo that there 
need bee no diminiſhing of the treaſute of the land by 
this alteration, except it pleaſe her highnes, of her graci- 


ous bounty, vppon the triall of gods rate bleſſinges to- 


Prou. 1.27, 


wardes her and her people, to mitigate fome part, asa 
drink offering of a ſweet ſmelling ſacrifice vntoalmigh- 
ty God:knowing that hecan a thouſand maner of wais 
ſenditinagaine by other means, with greatintereſtand 
increaſe, as it is written, The liberall perſon ſhall haue 
plenty, & he that watereth ſhall alſo haueraine,He that 


6. Cor. 9. 6.4. ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reape ſparingly,and he that ſow - 


Prov. 10. 21. 


eth liberally ſhal reape alſo liberally, and God is able io 
make all graces abound towards you, that ye alwais ha- 
uing all ſufficiency in all thinges, may abound in euerie 
good worke, The bleſſing of the Lorde, it maketh rich, 


Deut. 28.4.3, and he doth ad no ſorrows with it. Againe, if thou ſnalt 


, 46.6.7. 13. 


diligently obey the voyce of the Lord thy God, bleſſed 


ſnalt thou be in the city, and in the field, in thy basket, 


and in thy dough,whe thou commeſt in, & when thou 
goeſt out, the Lorde ſhall cauſe thine enemies that riſe 


| againſt thee, to fall before thy face, they ſhall come out 


323 


againſt thee one way, and ſlie before thee ſeuen waies, 
and the Lorde ſhall bring vpon thee his good treaſure, 
euen the heauen to giue rain to thy land in due qo” 
E as an 
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and to bleſſe all the worke of thy hands, and thou ſhale k 
lend vnto many nations, andſhaltnot borrow thy ſelf. Bane. 

As touching Preſentations, it would be a very good 1 
and commendable thing, if they were contained in the Of preſ,,Hẽẽ,jE,M 
free giſt of Prince and people, to bee reſigned to euerie Ut | 
church, which by the laws of Diſcipline, ought to haue 

their freechoice of their miniſters; It will be no loſſe to 
the patrons,cxcepta man wil ſtand vpon a dignity, For 
euery man holdeth itSymony, for patrons to take anie 
rewards or gaine, and men are ſworne againſt it, But if 
it ſual not be thought good ſo to do, the orderthat now 
is of preſenting of able and ſufficient Clearkes may re- 
main, ſo there be ſufficient caution that the Cannon of 
Chriſt be not broken, the order of his Diſcipline viola. 
ted, nor the church wherto he ſhalbe preſented robbed 
of their right im election. Vet inall theſe things I prefer 
not mine one iudgement or wiſedome, neither doe I dur en ofthe 
ſet ĩt down as the iudgement of al or many of them that Auer. 
ſeeke the reformation: but as I haue often ſaydy] ſubmit 
this my priuate motion, to your honorable wiſedomes, 
and to all godly learned men, that ifa better and eaſier 
way may be found, this may bee reiected, onely I craue 
that the thinges and my reaſons, firſt and laſt, may bee 
rightly waighed, and that if a better cannot bee found, 
this may be wiſely conſidered and not neglected. 

Now in the ſecond place it were ctuelty (ſaith ſom) 
to put down theſe ſpirituall lords, and great men of the 
church, and to turne them into ſmall liuings, but eſpe- 
cially to turne out the vnfitte men: it were pittie to ſeo 

them, theĩt wiues and their children to be put to miſe 
and begging . Ifa man ſhould 'make compariſon wit 
their doinges , whatpitty cought-thereto bee ſhewed 

yponthem, which juſtly for breaking Gods comman- 

Del | 3 dements 
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dementsare turned out, when there is no pitty ſnewed 

11. 25.6.7. to ſuch as ſtande to Gods trueth, and breake onely 
1. Caf ic. the tiaditions of men: To the one. the ſcripture pro- 
% rs, woe, and therefore why ſhould they be pitti- 

Nn. 15 9- ed : tothe other, the ſcripture ioyneth in league as it 
were, pronouncing vnto the mercy, & ſaith with them 

againſt the other. In vaine doe you worſhip God, tea- 

ching for dacttine the traditions of men , why ſhould 
not they be pirticd? a 

As touching the L. Bb. and great clergy men, which 

haue ſoc laden themic lues with rhicke claye, that they 

H. back. 1.6. haue much adye to get vp in the pulpitof God: doe 
they not know that it js their duty, that they may pleaſe 

him who hath choſcn them to bee his ſouldiars, not to 

2. Tim. 2 4. jntangle themiſclues with the affairs cf this life, and that 
they oughtfor the peace and wealth of the church, to 

fllowethe nothin ov their Lord and Maiſſer Chriſt 

lelys and ty have his minde in them, who being God, 

made him ſelfe of no reputation, and tooke vppon him 

Phil. 2.3. the forme of 3 ſeruant,and was madelike vnto men, and 
was found in ſhape asa man, and humbled himſclte & 

became obedient vnto death, cuen the death of the 

2. Cor. 3. 9. croſſe, & he being tich became poote that wee through 
his poverty might be m ide riche: then is it a ſmal mat · 

Anal orelars, ter for them to leaue theit ithouſands, and bee centent 
ifchey be ie, with theit hundrethes: and ſurely 1 hope ſo of the men 
may be ning. that they wil: for God torbid that they ſhoulde be of 
enlercourches that curſed crueof vnbelecuers: who they knowe loue 
of good luing: the praiſe of men more then of God: & ſeeking honour 
10. f Ofc of an other, ſeeke not the honour thatcommeth of 
g God alone: or ot thoſe vnfaithful ſtewardes, which ſeck 
W © their owne, and not that which is Chriſt Ieſus, or of 
©7.1.45.30, thole damnable bellye gods: whoſe glory is to their 
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name, and mind earthly things, when all the true Mi- 


niſters haue their converſation in heauen. 
As forthe other, which by no meanes can be fined 
to bee workemen, and to labour in Gods buildingand 
ex although they are worthie of nothing for 
their preſumption and raſh entring where they ſhould 
not, but as vnſauery ſalt to be caſt forth and trode vnder 
foot of men, eſpecially ſuch vnthrifts, as beeing broken 
from living by their trades, or are thtuſt out of theirvn- 
timely occupation of a ſetuiture, do chooſe as their re- 
ſuge, and for an eaſie liſe to be in the miniſtery : yet be- 
cauſe the Church is to correct her children to edificati- 
on and not deſtruction: and the lawe of charity wi. 
ſherh to do good vnto al men, yea vnto them that haue 
done vs euill, and ii may pleaſe God hy this meanes to 
giue them repentaunce, it may bee a verie good thing; 
that theſe haue aſtipe nd for theit liſe time, or ſom ſtock 
to helpe them ihat are not able to get their liuing other- 
wiſe by their trades: and eſpecially ſuch as be eing verie 
honeft men at the beginning of het Maicſties raigne, 
were drawen in of ſimplicity, not knowing the great 
burden of the calling: onely herein they haue greatlie 
offended, that through idlenes they haue not, in al this 
time, attained to any knowledge fit for that calling, and 
they haue bene diuers waies admoniſhed, yet ſome may 
be one degree more charitably thoght of, becauſe they 
haue ſoſmall liuing, that they are driuen to labour and 
care, to make it holde out, becing burdened with verie 
many and too heauy paiments. 
And in this point, the honorable and noble care of 
King Henry the eight, hath purchaſed his due praiſe in 
giuing ſtipendes or penſions, for the life time of them 


that were turned out of the Abbies aud Monaſteries 


3 which 


Mat. 53. 23. 


2, Cot. 13. 10 
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' ANHVMBLE MOTION . e we 
which were no more worthy to bee ſuffered in a com · 
mon welth, then theſe L. Bb. and vnpreching prolacie: 
& it wil be found a better thing & eſier for the church, 
alittle while to beate the burden of theſe mens penſi · 
ons, or ſtockes, then to ſuffer the Church to bedamni- 
fied by them for euet: for wee ſee that it is a broode of 
ſuch a nature that will hardly be weeded out, except 
this good way of turning them out togither be taken in 
hand: and while men will looke to doe it by little and 
little, a ime wilfal out, that they wil wax too ſtrong: & 
oppteſſe the good miniſters as the Cananites did Iſra- 
el vnder Iabin twenty yeeres. Delay is dangerous, and 
dgl. a. cutſed is hee that doth the worke of the Lord looſely 
or negligently. | 4h 
But what ſhould I run througheuerything:Iknowe 
your honorable wiſedomes can doe agreat dealmore 


ſufficientlyin the conſideration, ſearching, & applying, 


of cucry thing to his proper place, that God hath raiſed 

vpatyourhands, very notable men which are endued 

Exod. 35. 30, with giftes: which like vnto Bezaleel and Aholiabare 

1 filled with an excellent ſpirit of wiſedome and vnder · 
ſtanding, and knowledg in al the worke of God, and to 

teach other likewiſe. Therefore as this is euery way the 

fitteſt time for ſuch a holy and honorable purpoſe, ſo l 

thought I was in conſcience to male known, that which 

hath diuerſſy and many times bene aduiſed of in my 

minde,as it were by an humble motion to bring to your 

remembraunce, hat which I hope you cannot be igno- 

rant of: and in ſome ſorte to entet you in that, which 

truſt you are willing and forward vnto, and to drawe 

that out with a coal, as it weretudly, which you by good 

dA duiſe and mature judgment, may bring forth & make 


perfect with great profit, beuty and gloty. And 9 7 


* 
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1 TO THELL OF THE COVNSEL. 1 "TOY 
al that l haue done,vnto your honorable wiſe and god - ü 

ly cenſure, that if I haue ſwarued any thing from te | 

word of God, or good reaſon agreing tothe ſame, it 

might be re iected, proteſting that l meddle not with 

any mans perſon, but with the cauſe, and vnderſtand & 

meane when reprchende ſome mens doinges in the 

nawing of the 33 onely by the title of their place, 

the thing which is the ground and occaſion of ſuch do- 

ings: which being taken away, I ſuppoſe the euil of ſuch 

perſons wilbe purged. And thus in all humbleneſſe, de- 

firing your Honours, and all wiſe menne, to conſiderin 

the feare of God ofeuety thing, without prejudice to 

the truih, or affection to men or times: 255 my very 

ſoule l commend you to the tuition and gouermentof 

almighty God, and whome from the bottome of my 

heart, in feare and trembling, I doe pray and beſeech, 

13 to powre downethe ritches of his graces vppon us all, 
| in al wiſedome and ſpiritual vnderſtanding, that wee 
may walke worthy of the Lord, and pleaſe him in all 
things,andnamely vpon his Annointed and gratious 

handmayde, Elizabeth our deare Soueraigne Lady & 

Queene, to bleſſe her with longe dayes, and gooda» 

mong us, with daylie increaſe of honour before God & 

men, and joy of heart in the holy Ghoſt: and that we al 

which are vnder her, may worſhip our true and euer- 


8 laſting God, according to his worde: in truth, ſincerity 

| and vprightnes , and liue in al faithful duty to her Ma- 

| jeſtie, and godly loue one with another, being bleſſed 

| with peace wealth and godlines, from generation to 
generation, through leſus Chriſt our Saviour, to 

| i whome with the Father and the holy ſpirit, 

ö one God, be al honour & glory for euer of 


AMEN. 


